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(NAPSA)—The holiday open
house—a laid-back party at which
guests of all ages come and go as
they please over the course of an
afternoon or evening—can be a
great way to bring folks together
with a minimum of fuss. Here are
some hints on how to make it fun
for guests of all ages:
•Get the word out early. Be

aware of people’s busy holiday
schedules and send your invita-
tions three to four weeks in
advance.
•Lighten up inside and out-

side. Twinkling lights are not only
an inexpensive way to decorate,
but really set the atmosphere for a
fun party environment. Simple
white Christmas lights strung
outside your door as well as
throughout the house can give
your party that fancy glow.
•To help with crowd control,

push back sofas and large furniture
to your walls. Place fragile trinkets
in a safe place. Set up folding
chairs for extra seating. Separate
drinks and food so guests won’t
crowd one room of the house.
Spread out the food and allow
enough walking room to let the
party flow.
•Feature a kids-only craft sta-

tion manned by a neighborhood
teen. And have the pint-size
guests decorate the Peppermint
Ice Cream Ornaments for the
party.
•Keep the food simple and easy

for guests to eat as they mix and
mingle. Consider cut veggies with
an assortment of dips. Set out
dishes of such treats as spiced
pecans and mini holiday cookies
throughout the house. Foods that
can be prepared ahead of time let
you enjoy the party, too.
•Make delicious desserts such

as these festive treats. Their pep-
permint flavor helps create more
holiday cheer.
For more holiday ice cream

dessert ideas and recipes, visit
www.icecream.com.

Peppermint Ice Cream
Drum Cake

Makes 8–10 servings

1 chocolate cake layer, 8- or
9-inch round by 11⁄2 inches
tall, baked in a spring-
form pan with removable
sides

1 carton Dreyer’s/Edy’s®
Slow-Churned® Light
Peppermint Ice Cream

1 carton (16 oz.) purchased
vanilla frosting

24 thin candy canes or sugar
sticks

12 glacé (candied) cherries
Chocolate decorating
icing

2 long pretzel rods
2 large marshmallows
Red or green sugar crystals

Freeze cake in pan for 30
minutes to firm top. Spread ice
cream in an even layer to the
top edge of pan. Freeze several
hours until ice cream is firm.
Remove sides of pan. Frost
sides of cake and a 1-inch bor-
der around cake top. Return to
freezer if ice cream softens.
Squeeze decorating icing in a
crisscross pattern on top. Press
sugar sticks diagonally around
sides (if using candy canes,
remove bent tips). Place cher-

ries around top of cake. Freeze
several hours or overnight
before serving. Dampen top
and sides of marshmallows
with water. Roll in sugar crys-
tals. Insert pretzel sticks to
make “drumsticks.” Place on
top of cake before serving.
Note: Prepare a chocolate cake
mix, making two cakes and
reserving one cake for another
use.

Peppermint Ice Cream
Ornaments
Makes 12

24 chocolate wafer cookies or
chocolate-frosted
shortbreads

1 carton Dreyer’s/Edy’s
Slow-Churned Light
Peppermint Ice Cream
Cookie decorating icing,
sugar crystals and candies

Decorate tops of 12 cookies.
Let dry thoroughly. Place a
scoop of peppermint ice cream
on an unfrosted cookie; flatten
and smooth edges of ice cream
with a table knife. Top with a
frosted cookie. Place in a cov-
ered container and freeze.
Repeat with remaining cook-
ies and ice cream. Freeze for
up to 3 days.

For Easy Holiday Fun—Have An Open House

The scent and flavor of pepper-
mint help create feelings of holi-
day cheer.

Peppermint adds a spirited twist
to holiday treats such as these
clever cookie sandwiches.

(NAPSA)—The level of noise in
some environments may surprise
you. For example, some people
may think that farms are quiet
places, but plows, combines, trac-
tors and even farm animals can
create a noisy, high-decibel envi-
ronment that puts hearing at risk.
Prolonged exposure to any noise
at or above 85 decibels can cause
gradual hearing loss and many
types of farm equipment run at
100 decibels or higher.
Families that live and work

around a farm now have a new way
to learn healthy hearing habits to
help protect their hearing.
To increase awareness about

the causes and prevention of noise-
induced hearing loss (NIHL), the
National Institute on Deafness and
Other Communication Disorders
(NIDCD), part of the National
Institutes of Health, has launched
a new campaign called “It’s a Noisy
Planet. Protect Their Hearing.” The
campaign focuses its prevention
message on tweens (children ages
8–12) and their parents. In addi-
tion, the Noisy Planet campaign is
partnering with 4-H to help spread
the message through extension
agents and volunteers.
“The good news is that there are

simple steps that everyone can
take to protect their hearing from
potentially damaging sounds,” says
James F. Battey, Jr., M.D., Ph.D.,
director of the NIDCD.
Here are a few steps:
•Get comfortable hearing

protectors and get comfortable
using them. Hearing protectors
don’t block all sound but they do
reduce harmful levels of sound
while still allowing a person to
hear warning signals.
•Point out ways to practice

hearing safety. Remind your child
to do chores or other activities
away from noisy equipment.
•Move away from the noise. If

possible, lower the volume.

•Be aware of noise levels that
put hearing at risk. If you run a
piece of farm equipment and have
to shout to be heard over the
noise, then you should be wearing
hearing protection.
•Take steps to reduce noise

from machinery. Keep machinery
running smoothly by replacing
worn parts. Be sure engines are
well lubricated and properly
tuned to reduce noise from friction
or vibrations.
The Noisy Planet website pro-

vides parents with information
and tips on how to teach children
about hearing protection. The site
also features articles, games,
posters and other materials devel-
oped just for kids to make learn-
ing about hearing protection fun.
For more information, visit

www.noisyplanet.nidcd.nih.gov or
call (800) 241-1044 or (800) 241-
1055 (TTY).

Tips To Prevent Hearing Loss

The best advice for avoiding
hearing loss in rural areas is to
“keep it down on the farm” by
quieting noisy machinery, mov-
ing away from it or wearing ear-
plugs. This is especially impor-
tant for kids when they are doing
outdoor chores.

(NAPSA)—Some of this sea-
son’s most popular toys target
kids’ fascination with building,
and Hasbro is getting in on the
action this year with the debut of
its new construction brand, KRE-O.
The KRE-O collection features

12 TRANSFORMERS-themed sets,
each allowing kids to build
favorite characters from the clas-
sic TRANSFORMERS brand, includ-
ing OPTIMUS PRIME and BUMBLE-
BEE, in either robot or vehicle
mode. Stylized after classic 1980s
TRANSFORMERS lore, the sets res-
onate with everyone from parent
to preschooler and have already
begun to “roll out” onto kids’ wish
lists.
In addition to popular charac-

ters, most KRE-O sets come with
themed accessories and poseable
KREON figures in robot or human
form that add a pint-sized punch to
the classic TRANSFORMERS universe.
Best of all, since all the sets are
compatible with other leading
brick-based sets on the market,
parents of even the most experi-
enced builders don’t have to worry
about investing in a new brick sys-
tem by introducing KRE-O bricks to
their child’s toy chest.
KRE-O sets range in both com-

plexity and price, from sets for begin-
ners priced at approximately $7.99
to deluxe sets retailing for $59.99.
Featuring collectible KREON figures,
two building options in one and com-
patibility with other major construc-
tion brands, each KRE-O TRANS-
FORMERS set is a gift featuring
“MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE.” High-

lights in the line include:
•The TRANSFORMERS set con-

tains over 500 pieces. Builders can
assemble the popular character in
vehicle mode as the notable semi-
hauler or in robot mode to create
the leader of the AUTOBOTS.
•The 2-in-1 BUMBLEBEE set

allows fans to create and re-create
their favorite AUTOBOTS character.
In robot mode, builders can con-
vert the wings into a glider for fig-
ures to balance on.
•The STARSCREAM set lets

builders open the DECEPTICON jet’s
canopy to fit a figure into the
cockpit, and blast off removable
rockets and turbo thrusters.
•The MEGATRON set comes with

“pincers” and a launcher brick for
DECEPTICON blasting action.
Builders can also unwrap KRE-O

sets featuring notable TRANS-
FORMERS characters such as
MIRAGE, JAZZ, RATCHET, PROWL,
SIDESWIPE and SENTINEL PRIME to
re-create some of their favorite
TRANSFORMERS scenes from past
and present this holiday season.
For more information, visit
www.HasbroToyShop.com.

Kids Eye Bricks And BlocksThis Holiday Season

Each KRE-O TRANSFORMERS item
contains a 2-in-1 build.

Content provided by Hasbro, Inc.

(NAPSA)—The newest range
hoods can upgrade your cooking
experience—improving ventilation
while reducing noise and improving
kitchen lighting. The newConsumers
Digest award-winning BROAN
EVOLUTION Series of under-cabinet
range hoods features a best-in-class
lighting output with four halogen
lights. To learn more, visit
www.BROAN.com.

* * *
According to Leslie Howard, a

member of the National Associa-
tion of Professional Organizers
and owner of Indianapolis-based
Streamline by Design, an organi-
zational system such as Gladiator
GarageWorks can help clients
transform their garage into a
multiuse area.

The first nylon-bristled toothbrush with a plastic handle was invented
in 1938.The electric toothbrush first appeared in 1939.

Baby robins eat 14 feet of earthworms every day!

The sentence “The quick brown fox jumps over a lazy dog.” uses
every letter of the alphabet!




