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(NAPSA)—Decking the halls
just got a lot easier. With built-in
lighting, easy assembly and virtu-
ally no maintenance, artificial
trees suit the needs of plenty of
busy folks during the holidays
who are traveling or just want to
simplify their lives. Thanks to
advances in technology and
design, most people can’t tell the
difference between a fresh tree
and a faux. And faux trees are
available in several “species” to
match popular real-tree varieties
such as balsam fir, noble fir and
white spruce. 
“While putting up the family

Christmas tree is supposed to be a
joyous event, many people dread
it because of the tangled web of
lights and electrical cords,” said
Jami Warner, executive director of
the American Christmas Tree
Association. “Because faux trees
come pre-lit, they set up quickly
and will last for a decade or
longer.”
Following are some tips on the

latest tree technology to look for:
Realism:
When buying a faux tree, look

for one that appears as realistic as
possible. Balsam Hill Christmas
Tree Company is best known for
having the most realistic trees on
the market. Their BH Balsam Fir
was named “best overall” artificial
Christmas tree by the Good House-
keeping Research Institute last
December for its beautiful color
and natural-looking branches. New
this year are the Rogue River
Spruce with the colors and shape
to embody the beauty of trees on
the West Coast and the always-
popular Norway Spruce.

Green Lights:
The majority of faux trees pur-

chased these days are pre-lit. A few
indoor trees come with energy-sav-
ing LED lights. In the past, LED
lights were best suited for outdoors

due to their harsh glow. But Can-
dlelight LEDs, new this year, cast a
candle-like glow that makes these
LEDs a natural for indoors, too. 

Fast Festivities:
The most convenient artificial

tree on the market is the Instant
Evergreen, which can be set up in
less than five minutes. The tree is
stored flat and resembles a holi-
day wreath. With a few simple
steps, just about anyone can set
up this tree quickly.  

Good Things, Small Packages:
Not enough room for a tree?

The Fifth Avenue Flatback is a
half-tree designed to fit in small
spaces, like an urban studio
apartment. Borrowing a design
trick from Hollywood, this innova-
tive tree features the same real-
ism of a full-sized tree. However,
with its flat back against a wall, it
only extends about 25 inches from
the wall. 
For more information or to

check out the latest in tree tech-
nologies, visit www.balsamhill.com.

Faux Trees Light Up The Holidays

New types of artificial trees fea-
ture natural-looking branches
and come in shapes resembling
real trees. 

(NAPSA)—Whether your vehicle
has a one-year, 12,000-mile war-
ranty or a 100,000-mile bumper-to-
bumper warranty, experts say it’s
important to ensure that your car
is properly maintained and all
needed repairs are made before your
warranty expires. 
This is especially important if

you are one of the 10 percent of
U.S. drivers with a “Check Engine”
light on right now. The light can
signify a problem that could cost
more to repair than a whole
month’s car payment. But dealing
with the issue while your car is
under warranty could mean your
car manufacturer foots the bill,
instead of you.
Try these suggestions from

CarMD.com Corp. on what to do
before your car or truck’s war-
ranty is up: 

Address Intermittent 
Problems

One day your car is driving fine,
the next it stalls and your “Check
Engine” light comes on. Then,
when you finally take it to the
repair shop, everything seems fine.
The initial problem could be some-
thing as minor as a low battery or a
broken “Check Engine” lightbulb.
But what if it’s a costly catalytic
converter or transmission failure?
Better to be safe than sorry. 
The handheld device and soft-

ware program at www.CarMD.com
could help. Just plug it in to the
OBD2 port (found under your dash-
board) and in seconds you will get a
green-yellow-red LED reading indi-
cating potential problems. Then,
use the included PC software to tap
into a database with thousands of
fixes from ASE technicians across
the country and to generate a

report with a probable cause plus
estimated parts and labor costs.
Consider Extended Warranties
In most cases, the newer your

vehicle, the lower your extended
warranty cost. If you didn’t pur-
chase an extended warranty when
you bought the car, don’t worry—
you can still get one. Just remem-
ber: Not all warranties are created
equal. Be sure to ask who adminis-
ters the policy and if there are lim-
itations. Also, check the fine print.
Will the warranty cover the retail
labor rate at your favorite dealer-
ship or local repair shop?

Fix Big-Ticket Items
Has your car been stalling?

Has the transmission been slip-
ping? These symptoms can indi-
cate serious and potentially costly
problems, even complete engine
failure, which could cost $2,000 or
more to fix. It’s best to get such
repairs done before your car is out
of warranty.

TSBs and Safety Recalls
Vehicle manufacturers regu-

larly issue recalls and technical
service bulletins (TSBs) to alert
owners and technicians of needed
repairs. A recall can be issued for
everything from a minor glitch,
such as a malfunctioning door
lock, to a true safety hazard. If
you are the registered owner of a
vehicle, you will usually receive a
notice when a manufacturer
issues a recall on your vehicle.
Repairs necessitated by such
safety recalls are free of charge to
the vehicle owner. 
TSBs, however, help guide tech-

nicians on how to repair often stub-
born issues. TSB work is usually
not free unless the vehicle is under
warranty. It’s wise to find out the
TSBs related to your particular
year, make and model vehicle
while it’s still under warranty.

Get A Complete Checkup
From the moment you drive

off  the lot,  you should begin
planning a preventative mainte-
nance program that includes reg-
ular oil changes, visual inspec-
tions and following your manual.
If you fail to maintain your vehi-
cle, its manufacturer may not
honor your warranty. The
CarMD device can be used as
part of a healthy vehicle check-
up plan. Plug it in before and
after your oil changes or before a
long road trip to help detect hid-
den engine problems early so
they can be repaired while still
under warranty. 
An added bonus: If you do

decide to let your warranty lapse
and choose to buy a used car, the
device can tell you if the vehicle
you’re considering is in top shape.
For more information, visit

www.CarMD.com.

What To Do BeforeYour Car’s Warranty Expires

Dealing with issues before a car’s
warranty expires could save you
cash down the road.

(NAPSA)—As retired “snow-
birds” head south for the winter,
the U.S. Department of the Trea -
sury hopes their pre-trip to-do
lists include something beyond
packing shorts and sunscreen. At
the top of their list should be pro-
tecting their money.
How? One of the best ways for

senior travelers to safeguard their
money is to sign up to receive
their retirement benefit electroni-
cally, instead of by paper check.
Electronic payments are safer,
easier and more convenient,
which is why Treasury’s
Go Direct® campaign encourages
seniors to switch to direct deposit
for their Social Security and Sup-
plemental Security Income (SSI)
payments.
Or, if they don’t have a bank

account, seniors and others can sign
up for the new prepaid debit card
that Treasury introduced earlier this
year—the Direct Express® Debit
MasterCard®. Each month, Social
Security and SSI payments are
posted to the Direct Express® card
account automatically. There are no
sign-up fees, no monthly fees and
the Direct Express card can be
used to make purchases, get cash
and pay bills.

Protect Your Money 
About 10.3 million Americans

still receive their Social Security
and SSI payments by paper check,
which can be vulnerable to theft,
loss and mail delays. Last year
alone, 700,000 Social Security and

SSI paper checks were reported
lost or stolen and 142,000 checks
were delayed in the mail, accord-
ing to Treasury. Overall, Treasury
receives about 1.4 million in -
quiries a year regarding problems
with checks. 
“Switching to direct deposit or

the Direct Express card gives
people who travel or move for part
of the year some peace of mind,”
says Wanda Rogers, Assistant
Commissioner for Treasury’s
Financial Management Service.
“They don’t have to worry if their
Social Security check will get lost
in the mail or if it’s sitting in their
mailbox while they’re away. Their
payment is deposited automati-
cally into their bank, credit union
or debit card account on payment
day, so their money is available
immediately—on time, every
time.” 
Electronic payments are also

safer and more reliable than paper
checks, according to Trea sury offi-
cials. In 2007 alone, nearly 60,000
Treasury-issued checks, totaling
an estimated $56 million, were
fraudulently endorsed. Electronic
payments, which prevent this form
of fraud and also eliminate any
need to carry large amounts of
cash, ease the minds of seniors
managing their finances far from
home, says Rogers. 

Direct Express Card—
A User-Friendly New Option
For millions of people without

bank accounts, the Direct Express

card offers many of the advantages
that direct deposit provides, such as
greater security and convenience,
compared to paper checks.
The Direct Express card pro-

vides immediate access to money
and it is possible to use the card
for free. Cardholders can make
purchases at retailers that accept
Debit MasterCard®, get cash back
with purchases or make cash
withdrawals through bank or
credit union tellers that display
the MasterCard® acceptance
mark. Cardholders are also al -
lowed one free in-network Auto-
mated Teller Machine (ATM)
withdrawal for each federal pay-
ment they receive. 
The Direct Express card

offers a number of security fea-
tures to keep cardholder money
safe. The money on the card
account is FDIC-insured and the
card is protected from unautho-
rized use, when promptly re -
ported. Furthermore, if the card is
lost or stolen, it will be replaced. 

How To Sign Up
Treasury has made it quick

and easy to make the switch to
direct deposit by calling the toll-
free Go Direct helpline, (800) 333-
1795, or visiting www.GoDirect.org.
To sign up for the Direct Express
card, call toll-free (877) 212-9991 or
visit www.USDirectExpress.com. 
The preceding information has

been provided by the Go Direct
and Direct Express card public
education campaigns.

Snowbird Seniors Heading South Urged To Use Direct Deposit

(NAPSA)—For information on
how to manage pain, visit the
Osteoarthritis Resource Center at
www.aleve.com.

**  **  **
CVS/pharmacy and Life Fit-

ness offer two sources of quick
energy: Rapid Energy Gum and
Instant Energy Beans. Both nat-
ural products deliver an on-the-
spot boost from caffeine and vita-
min B-12. For more information,
visit CVS.com.

**  **  **
The American College of

Physicians (ACP)—a profes-
sional organization comprised of
internal medicine physicians
and medical students—devel-
oped two guidelines on osteo-
porosis. One addresses diagno-
sis, the other management of
the disease.  They were pub-
lished in the medical journal

Annals of Internal Medicine.
**  **  **

A recent survey conducted on
behalf of the National Heartburn
Alliance reveals sufferers experi-
ence an increase in heartburn
during the holidays. For expert
tips on how to enjoy the holidays
heartburn free, log on to
www.HeartburnAlliance.org  and
download heartburn friendly
recipes and self-care tips.

There are 40 spaces on the perimeter of the Monopoly board—22
of them are properties.




