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The chihuahua weighs between two
and six pounds and stands six to
nine inches high at the shoulder. It
is the smallest breed of dog.

The smallest bat in the world is the
Philippine bamboo bat. It measures
about one and a half inches in
length and weighs about one-twen-
tieth of an ounce.

(NAPSA)—Since being brought
to market in 2002, over 10,000
complaints have been reported to
the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) by women who have had
Essure® coils placed for permanent
birth control. The device became
the standard of care for women no
longer interested in conceiving
children in recent years because it
can be placed in a nonsurgical set-
ting. To date, nearly 30,000 women
have joined Essure Problems, an
online support network for women
who have been negatively affected
by the device. The site lists over
100 side effects, including condi-
tions related to gynecological, gas-
trointestinal and neurological sys-
tems, as well as autoimmune
disorders.
There are more than 6,000 self-

reported adverse events by med-
ical professionals included in a
June 2015 report from the FDA
Manufacture and User Facility
Device Experience (MAUDE)
database showing that in addition
to the device breaking, doctors
need better training on placement
and understanding the potential
risks.
Republican Congressman Mike

Fitzpatrick (Pennsylvania) and
Democratic Congresswoman
Louise Slaughter (New York)
introduced new legislation aimed
at strengthening the FDA’s med-
ical device review process and
increasing accountability for dan-
gerous products.
Ariel Grace’s Law corrects an

existing law that prevents thou-
sands of people harmed by med-
ical devices from having their
voices heard in court. The Medical
Device Guardians Act aims to
reform the FDA process, adding
doctors into the list of entities
that are required to report unsafe
devices.

Essure Coils Must Be
Removed By A GYN Specialist
Women who experience nega-

tive reactions to Essure need to
have the coils removed by a GYN
specialist.
“Incorrect removal can cause

permanent damage to reproduc-

tive organs,” said Paul MacKoul,
MD, The Center for Innovative
GYN Care. “Depending on the
location of the coils at the time of
removal, it may be necessary to
perform additional procedures.”
These procedures include hys-

terectomy (removal of the uterus),
salpingectomy (removal of fallo-
pian tubes) or salpingo-oophorec-
tomy (removal of fallopian tubes
and ovaries).
Having a laparoscopic hysterec-

tomy, or other minimally invasive
procedure performed by a GYN
specialist who is familiar with the
risks, is important for women who
are planning legal action. The fal-
lopian tubes, uterus and ovaries
(depending on whether or not the
tubes have migrated) need to be
removed intact.
“For women who have been

negatively affected by Essure, it is
essential that the surgeon under-
stand the protocol for removal of
the organs so that they can be
documented appropriately,” said
Natalya Danilyants, MD.
“We chose to only offer surgical

sterilization procedures at our
facility,” said Dr. Paul MacKoul.
“The goal is to reduce the overall
risk, and our procedures are per-
formed with 5mm incisions in an
outpatient setting so patients go
home the same day and are back
at work in two days, without a
high-risk device placed in their
tubes.”

Safety Concerns Arise Over FDA-Approved Medical
Devices After Thousands Of Patient Complaints

Essure Risks Lead To New Legislation

Specialists and legislators have
come up with ways to help
women who’ve been harmed by a
birth control device.

Speakers That Listen
(NAPSA)—Now hear this: You

can have a device in your house
that looks like art, sounds like
your favorite music and listens to
your requests.
It’s an elegant new twist on

audio technology, a speaker that
beautifully blends technology and
music—consisting of an elegant
360-degree design with full-voice
control that delivers crystal-clear
sound with deep and dramatic bass.
Music lovers can ask the

speaker to play a specific track,
artist, playlist or even a radio sta-
tion. It also works seamlessly with
streaming services such as Spotify
and Pandora. Say it, play it. It’s
that simple.

For people who prefer a more
physical interaction, the speaker
also allows for touch control via a
stylish, intuitive panel.
However you work them, these

Whyd speakers, in matte black,
satin white, blue, rose or yellow,
can produce sound that fills an
entire room the way high-priced,
full-sized systems do but at a much
smaller footprint and lower cost.

Learn More
For further facts and to pre-

order and save, go to https://
whyd.com. Readers can receive an
additional $50 off preorder with
this media-only code: GETWHYD.

Audiophiles are all ears when
they hear about speakers offering
a beautiful new way to listen to
music.

(NAPSA)—As a home comfort
system ages, repairs to the system
can become more frequent and
expensive. As a result, you might
ask yourself whether it makes
more sense to repair the system or
invest in new, more efficient
equipment. Having a conversation
with your contractor and asking
the following questions can help
you make an informed decision:
1.How long should my

home comfort system last?
Industry averages suggest a

home comfort system should last
between 12 and 15 years, as long
as you have a qualified technician
perform regular preventive main-
tenance and service.
2. In addition to the age of

my system, what things might
indicate it’s time to replace my
system?
•Your equipment needs fre-

quent repairs.
•Your energy bills are going

up.
•Some rooms in your home are

too hot or too cold.
•Your system is noisy.
•Your home has humidity

problems.
•Your home has excessive dust.
•You have to leave your thermo-

stat set at one constant temperature.
3. In the case of a repair,

why is it important to match
components?
Repairs that require the

replacement of system compo-
nents, particularly on older equip-
ment, may result in a mismatched
system. Components that do not
match can decrease system effi-
ciency, compromise your comfort
and shorten the life span of the
compressor. Therefore, it’s impor-
tant to know the full impact of a
repair and which components will
be affected.
4.What benefits can a new

system offer?
Today’s ENERGY STAR® – (a

U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency program) qualified sys-
tems are as much as 60 percent
more efficient than 10-year-old
equipment. In addition to im-
proved efficiency, new systems

offer a variety of features that
your current system may not
have, including two-stage cooling,
dehumidifiers, humidifiers and
ultraviolet lights that can increase
comfort and improve your home’s
indoor air quality.
5.What is the efficiency rat-

ing of a new system?
When it comes to cooling, air

conditioners and heat pumps are
rated according to the seasonal
energy efficiency ratio (SEER).
The efficiency of a fuel-burning
furnace is expressed as the annual
fuel utilization efficiency (AFUE),
and heat pump efficiency is
expressed as the unit’s heating
seasonal performance factor
(HSPF). Generally speaking, a
higher AFUE, SEER or HSPF
means increased efficiency and
reduced operating expenses. So if
you are concerned about utility
bills and are faced with an expen-
sive repair, you may want to look
at the energy savings that a new
system will offer.
6. If I’m planning to move

within a year, does it make
sense to replace my system?
If your system is still working

and you are planning to move,
talk with your real estate agent to
discuss the pros and cons of
repairing your existing system or
installing a new system before
placing your home on the market.
Your HVAC contractor can help

you with these questions and others
you might have. To locate a Cole-
man HVAC contractor near you,
please visit www.colemanac.com
and follow it on www.youtube.
com/ColemanHomeComfort and
@ColemanHVAC on Twitter.

Is ItTimeTo ReplaceYour Home Comfort System?

A new home comfort system may
save you time and trouble.

The long and the short of it is this. Humans and giraffes have the
same number of bones in their necks: eight. Giraffe neck vertebrae
are just much, much longer.

A horse can see better at night than a human. However, it takes a
horse’s eyes longer to adjust from light to dark and from dark to light
than a human’s.

Pigs can cover a mile in about 71⁄2 minutes when running at top speed. The typical hen will lay about 19 dozen eggs a year.




