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June Is National Safety Month:Tips To Protect
Your Family And Home From Fire

(NAPSA)—There are more than 300,000 residential fires in the U.S.
each year, according to the National Fire Protection Association. But a
few simple steps can help keep you and yours safe. Learn more at
http://www.rayovac.com/Learning/fire-safety.aspx.

Editors’ Note: Although June is National Safety Month, this article can be helpful to your readers at any time.
�

(NAPSA)—Before you turn on your
air-conditioning system, youmay need
to perform a few simplemaintenance
tasks to ensure it runs efficiently—
things such as changing filters, tight-
ening loose screws and clearing away
obstructions from vents. Systems that
fail to turn on or present challenges
beyond your expertise require the
skills of a trained technician. This is
especially true if your cooling system
exhibits any of the following signs:

1.Takes a long time to turn
on. A slow start could indicate low
coolant levels or rusted pipes.

2.Blows warm air. Check that
your thermostat is set to the cool-
ing mode and be certain dirty filters
are not blocking airflow. If warm air
continues to blow, you may have a
malfunctioning compressor.

3.Excessive cycling. A mal-
functioning thermostat or a leak
could cause your air-conditioning
unit to cycle on and off more than it
should, causing unnecessary wear
on your unit.

4. Intermittent cycling. Your
air conditioner should cycle on and
off as temperatures inside your home
increase and rise above your ther-
mostat setting. If it doesn’t, your
system may need repair.

5.Unusual sounds.Most home
comfort systems today are quiet.
Loud noises when the system cycles
on and off or operation that gets
louder and louder is not normal.

6.Unusual smells. Air-condi-
tioning systems should not give off
a burning smell or any other odor.

7.Unexplained increase in
billing. Call a service technician if
your gas or electric bill is suddenly
higher than past bills and you haven’t

made changes in your lifestyle that
would explain the increase.

8. Inconsistent cooling. If you
normally experience even cooling
throughout your home and you sud-
denly have warm and cool spots.

9.Weak airflow.Make sure your
filters are clean and there are no
obstructions in the vents or outside
unit.

10. Pools of water. A broken
condenser pump can cause water to
leak under your system’s outdoor
unit. The leak might also be the
result of an improper installation.
To make the diagnostic process

easier, there’s a new touch-screen
thermostat from the YORK brand
of Johnson Controls that provides
real-time notifications and alerts to
you and to your heating and cooling
service provider. It can also help you
know when to call a technician. The
thermostat, which features an easy-
to-read, easy-to-program, patent-
pending hexagon interface, seam-
lessly connects to your home comfort
system at home or away via your
smartphone, tablet or computer.
To learn more, visit www.

YORK.com, follow the company on
YouTube and @YORKHVAC on
Twitter or call (877) 874-7378.

Ten SignsYour Cooling System Requires
A Service Technician

The right thermostat can tell you
and your service provider when
there is a problem.

Enter to win a YORK thermostat. To celebrate the launch of the new
thermostat, Johnson Controls is offering a chance to win one of five new
YORK touch-screen thermostats along with a $150 Visa gift card for
installation. One of 10 YORK-branded portable cell phone battery charg-
ers will also be awarded each week until the promotion ends on June 20.
Interested participants are asked to post a photo of themselves with a
YORK logo on either the @johnsoncontrols or the @YORKHVAC Twitter
pages, using the hashtag #MeAndMyYORK. For complete contest details
and official rules, visit www.YORK.com/MeAndMyYORK.

�
NOTE TO EDITOR: If running this article after June 20th, please exclude contest box.

Living Landscapes Matter

Schooling, Safety
And Savings

(NAPSA)—A smart investment
now could save taxpayers billions
a year and make the nation a
safer, better place to live.
The investment is in education

for prisoners. It may seem strange
but the numbers show why:
According to the Bureau of Jus-

tice Statistics, approximately 95
percent of prisoners are eventu-
ally released. This amounts to
around 700,000 prisoners sent out
into communities every year.

Since many of them have less
than a 6th grade reading level,
practically no education, a crimi-
nal record and little in the way of
marketable skills, up to 80 per-
cent return to prison in three to
five years. Considering American
taxpayers spend $70 billion a year
providing basic services to prison-
ers, by educating just 10 to 30 per-
cent of them enough to keep them
from coming back, taxpayers could
save $60 billion a year and make
their communities safer.
What’s more, it helps the next

generation grow up to be good citi-
zens. Many of these prisoners are
parents. Since 1991, the number of
children with a mother in prison
has more than doubled. The num-
ber of children with a father in
prison has grown by 76 percent.
About half these parents were

the main earners for their chil-
dren before going to prison. That
leaves more single-parent house-
holds and damaged family ties—
exacerbating chronic childhood
poverty. It also leaves the taxpay-
ers paying for the economic, men-
tal health, medical and child wel-
fare services for the incarcerated
parents’ children.
That’s why books such as “College

for Convicts: The Case for Higher
Education in American Prisons”
(McFarland & Co., 2014) and the
“PrisonEducationGuide” (PrisonLegal
News, 2016) and the experts at
Prisoneducation.com agree: Ensuring
that ex-offenders become employed,
contributing members of society is
critical to the well-being of everyone.

Learn More
For further facts and stats, go

to www.prisoneducation.com.

Experts advise: Educating prison-
ers can reduce recidivism.

In 1984, President Ronald Reagan declared July as National Ice
Cream Month, citing the food’s “nutritious and wholesome” qualities.
He decreed that patriotic Americans should mark the month with
“appropriate ceremonies and activities.”

***
I happen temporarily to occupy
this big White House. I am liv-
ing witness that any one of your
children may look to come here
as my father’s child has.

—Abraham Lincoln
***




