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(NAPSA)—Farming and uncer-
tainty go hand-in-hand. Volatile
elements in agriculture such as
weather, yields, commodity prices,
government policies, land man-
agement and equipment mainte-
nance place growers in a world of
ambiguity each season. Unfortu-
nately for growers, where there’s
uncertainty, there’s risk.

These ambiguous factors not
only affect growers, but often
impact lenders who work directly
with growers to obtain commercial
loans. In 2015, BASF conducted a
study to examine the role and
influence agricultural uncertain-
ties have on the current agricul-
tural-lending landscape and how
growers can place themselves in
the best position to receive a loan.

Maximizing On-farm
Efficiency

With moderate commodity
prices and a projected decline in
net farm income, it’s becoming
imperative that growers approach
their operation with an efficiency-
driven mindset. BASF and Farm
Credit both aim to help growers
achieve success by offering tips
growers can use to maximize their
operation’s potential while miti-
gating the effects of adverse mar-
ket forces.

“Producers don’t have to accept
today’s market cycle as a down
cycle,” said Jerry Lehnertz, vice
president of lending at AgriBank
Farm Credit Bank. “Rather, they
should view today’s environment
as an agriculture efficiency cycle.
That is, they have a great oppor-
tunity to improve their bottom
line by using a variety of tools to
increase yields, reduce costs per
unit, manage risks and lock in
favorable interest rates.”

1. Increasing yield potential
For growers, success can often

be defined as strong profits at the
end of the season. One important
way growers can increase their
profit margin at the end of the
year is by increasing yields. New
technologies from BASF deliver
effective performance against
tough broadleaf weeds and trou-
blesome diseases, helping increase
a grower’s yield potential. Utiliz-
ing the BASF Grow Smart
approach, which includes Innova-
tions Specialists as partners in
the field and advanced technolo-
gies like Priaxor® fungicide, grow-
ers can potentially increase opera-
tion outputs at harvest.

2. Reduce costs
Consistently researching and

evaluating the efficiency of prac-
tices, techniques and technologies
can potentially reduce production
costs. In addition, adopting cost-
control measures, such as
Finance Advantage from BASF
and John Deere, can have a major
impact on cost per unit produc-
tion. According to the 2015 study,
lenders typically cover between
70 and 90 percent of production
costs and have a decided impact
on many farmers’ input decisions
both directly and indirectly.

3. Mitigate risk
The BASF Grow Smart ap-

proach supplies growers with the
necessary tools and partners to
create a flexible risk mitigation
plan. Developing such a plan helps
with preparing for upsides and
mitigating downsides throughout
the season. According to the 2015
study, surveyed lenders acknowl-
edged implementing risk manage-
ment programs, such as Invest-
ment Advantage from BASF, may
give farmers preferential standing
when applying for a loan.

“Through risk-sharing initia-
tives, BASF works to save growers
money, enhance ROI and minimize
risk throughout the season,” said
Brady Spangenberg, Market Intel-
ligence & Research Manager,
BASF. “With Grow Smart people
and protection, growers can help
ensure success on their operation.”

4. Take advantage of histor-
ically low interest rates

When applying for loans, a
grower must carefully review his
or her exposure to potentially ris-
ing interest rates. Locking in
fixed-rate loan alternatives, if
appropriate, can protect growers
should interest rates rise and pro-
vide the certainty of consistent
monthly payments.

Contact a BASF or Farm
Credit representative to learn
more about technologies and
finance options that help farmers
increase efficiency and manage
risk on their operations.

Efficiency In Agriculture—Protecting a Grower’s Bottom Line

Farmers can maximize their
operation’s potential while miti-
gating the effects of adverse
market forces.

Currency Markets
Explained In New

Futures Fundamentals
Video

(NAPSA)—Currency markets
have recorded some of the highest
volatility in two decades in 2015.
And with currency changes in
China in the headlines around the
world, it is critical for everyone to
understand how currency or for-
eign exchange (FX) markets
impact us here at home.

FX markets help companies
large and small manage their risk
when importing, exporting, oper-
ating internationally or simply
buying and selling goods and ser-
vices. Companies hedge their risk
by often using foreign exchange
futures to mitigate the potential
for pricing fluctuations in geogra-
phies in which they operate. To
help illuminate how these mar-
kets work, Futures Fundamentals
(www.futuresfundamentals.com),
the online resource brought to you
by CME Group—among the
world’s leading derivatives
exchanges—has released a new
video, “FX Explained.” The video
explains how FX futures are used
to lock in foreign exchange rates,
helping to manage the risks of
doing business in other geogra-
phies and acting as a guard
against the fluctuations in the
value of currencies impacted by
political, economic or weather
issues.

“The foreign exchange market
is essential to our everyday lives,
serving as the backbone of global
trade and investing,” noted Anita
Liskey, CME Group Managing
Director, Corporate Marketing &
Communications. “This video
explains why currency markets
are vital to businesses worldwide
in helping them obtain resources
and generate increased demand
for their goods and services. It
also explains the role CME Group
plays in managing the risks asso-
ciated with currency values for a
business.”

Futures Fundamentals strives
to make financial education an
engaging experience for anyone.
With easy-to-understand content
that audiences from students to
experienced market participants
will find informative, Futures
Fundamentals takes investing
concepts such as futures, hedging
and speculating, and shows how
each plays an essential role in the
world around us.

The release of “FX Explained” is
the second of three videos that
Futures Fundamentals is issuing
this year. Learn how businesses
and individuals can handle the
risks of global business and keep
up to date on new content by visit-
ing www.futuresfundamentals.com.

(NAPSA)—During SepticSmart
Week, September 21–25, 2015, the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency is reminding homeowners
of the importance of maintaining
their septic systems.

Maintaining a septic system
every three to five years can pre-
vent homeowners from spending
thousands of dollars on repairs or
replacement.

Inspecting your system is not a
do-it-yourself project for most.
Putting an additive into your sys-
tem will not detect or fix a mal-
function. The best course of action
is to go with a professional service
provider every three to five years
to inspect and pump your system.

In addition to regular mainte-
nance, here are some other things
you can do to ensure your system
functions properly:

Think at the Sink: Avoid
pouring fats, grease and solids
down the drain. These substances
can clog a system’s pipes and
drain field.

Don’t Overload the Com-
mode: Only put things in the
drain or toilet that belong there.
For example, coffee grounds, den-
tal floss, disposable diapers and
wipes, feminine hygiene products,
cigarette butts and cat litter can
all clog and potentially damage
septic systems.

Don’t Strain Your Drain: Be
water efficient and stagger water
use. Fix plumbing leaks and
install WaterSense labeled prod-
ucts to save water, including
faucet aerators, faucets, toilets
and showerheads. Spread out
laundry and dishwasher loads
throughout the day—too much
water at once can overload a sys-

tem that hasn’t been pumped
recently.

Shield Your Field: Do not
park or drive on a system’s drain
field, where the vehicle’s weight
could damage buried pipes or dis-
rupt underground flow.

Aside from saving money,
there’s another reason to maintain
your system. In many places,
water is scarce these days, partic-
ularly in the West. With water in
limited supply, we need to ensure
what is there is safe.

Failing septic systems can con-
tribute excess nutrients and
pathogens to our water sources—
lakes, rivers, groundwater—and
can make the water unsafe.
When your system functions
properly, it protects you and
those around you. If you get your
drinking water from a well, this
is critical.

For a full list of dos and don’ts
and other helpful information,
visit www.epa.gov/septicsmart
and get SepticSmart!

Get SepticSmartTo Save Money And Protect Water

To save time, trouble, money and
perhaps the environment, main-
tain your septic system.

(NAPSA)—Little Remedies Gas
Relief Drops and Little Remedies
Gripe Water can help relieve
infants with excess gas. The
brand was created by a father and
pharmacist and the products have
no artificial flavors, artificial col-
ors, or dyes. Learn more at www.
LittleRemedies.com.

* * *
Colorado Technical University

awards 50 Wounded Warrior Schol-
arships a year to veterans, their
spouses and caregivers to help
them rebuild their lives. Students
at CTU can study online, on cam-
pus or both to suit their lifestyle.
Learn more at www.coloradotech.
edu/military.

* * *
Kiehl’s Since 1851 created a facial

oil, Daily Reviving Concentrate, that
awakens, revitalizes and energizes
fatigued skin so it looks and feels as
fresh at the end of the day as at the
beginning. It’s available at Kiehl’s
retail stores, www.kiehls.com/DRC,

(800) KIEHLS -2 and select specialty
retailers.

* * *
For over a century, ThomasNet

has used its large resource of North
American manufacturers to bring
buyers and suppliers together. Now
it’s working with Walmart’s vendors
to help them find U.S. manufactur-
ing partners, and help keep
Americans working. Learn more at
USA.ThomasNet.com.

U.S. and Japanese studies have found that black or green tea has
antibacterial powers that may help prevent cavities and gum disease.

Before winning the presidential election in 1860, Abraham Lincoln
had lost eight elections for various offices.

Modern airplanes are monoplanes—airplanes with one wing on each
side of the fuselage. Depending on where the wings are located on
the fuselage, a plane may be high-wing, mid-wing or low-wing.

***
Don’t put off for tomorrow what
you can do today, because if you
enjoy it today you can do it again
tomorrow.

—James A. Michener
***




