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(NAPSA)—While in some parts
of our country, people are replac-
ing their lawns with rocks, mulch,
cacti and plastic grass—deaden-
ing the landscape in order to con-
serve water—you may not have to.

“Having a lawn and being a
good environment steward are not
mutually exclusive,” explains Kris
Kiser, president and CEO of the
Outdoor Power Equipment Insti-
tute (OPEI). “Grass is a vital part
of our living landscapes that con-
tribute to our communities, our
families and our health.”

Lawns provide a safe place for
families to gather and for children
and pets to play. But grass is also
brilliant at combating many envi-
ronmental challenges. For exam-
ple, a good lawn:
•Filters and Captures

Runoff. When it rains, water
“sheets off” hard surfaces, such as
hardscapes, parking lots, drive-
ways and roads, turning rainwa-
ter into fast-moving, storm water
runoff. Grass, however, slows
down and absorbs runoff, while
also cleansing water of impurities
and dust. The grass filtration sys-
tem is so effective that rainwater
filtered through a healthy lawn is
often as much as 10 times less
acidic than water running off a
hard surface.

•Reduces Heat. Lawns can be
outdoor air conditioners. Turfgrass
dissipates the heat island effect
caused from asphalt, concrete and
other hardscapes. Remarkably,
studies have shown that lawns can
be 31 degrees cooler than asphalt
and 20 degrees cooler than bare
soil. That means lower energy bills
for you and a nicer environment
for everyone.

•Improves Air Quality.
Grass also plays a vital role in
capturing dust, smoke particles
and other pollutants. Without

grass, these pollutants will
remain in the air, resulting in
more “code red” air quality days.

•Absorbs Carbon Dioxide.
The lawn is the largest carbon
sink in the United States. Carbon
sinks are natural systems that
suck up and store greenhouse gas
carbon dioxide from the atmo-
sphere. The dense canopy and
fibrous root system in a lawn
sequesters carbon so well that it
outweighs the carbon used for
maintaining the lawn by as much
as sevenfold.

•Generates Oxygen. Lawns
are incredible oxygen producers. A
turf area 50' x 50' produces
enough oxygen to meet the daily
needs of a family of four.

•Supports Biodiversity.
Grass, trees, shrubs and other
plants provide food and habitat for
birds and small mammals. Insects,
spiders and worms live among the
grass blades and below the surface
in the turf, so your lawn can sup-
port biodiversity and wildlife.

•Controls Soil Erosion. Turf-
grass controls erosion through its
natural, dense and fibrous root sys-
tem. Without grass, soil erodes into
streams and lakes, muddying the

waters and limiting how sunlight
penetrates the water. The nutrients
and chemicals carried with soil can
cause algae blooms, which steal
oxygen from the water and kill fish.
Lawn or No Lawn Is Not

the Question
So how to maintain a living

landscape—even under tough con-
ditions like a drought?

First, choose the right turf-
grass for the climate zone and
lifestyle. Hundreds of varieties
of turfgrass exist, and some of
them—such as buffalo and
Bermuda grass—are excellent
for drought conditions. When
established, these grasses
require very little water and are
hardy enough to survive foot
traffic, children’s play and pets.

Secondly, know that too much
water is actually bad for grass.
Overwatering causes the grass
roots to grow horizontally, rather
than vertically. With less water,
the grass has to work harder and
will grow its roots deeper into the
soil in search of moisture. This
helps it do a better job of trapping
carbon and releasing oxygen.

People also need to change the
perception that lawns must
remain green. It’s okay to let your
grass go brown. Grass will grow in
cycles, “turning on and off,” based
on the resources it gets. As water
becomes less available in an area,
grass will slow down, go dormant
and turn brown. Turfgrass is
resilient. It will green up again
when the rains return.

Lastly, incorporate native
plants with adaptive plants and
grasses suitable for the climate.
Add pollinator plants that provide
food and habitat for bees, butter-
flies, hummingbirds and other
animals and insects.

For more information, go to
www.opei.org/stewardship.

Living Landscapes Matter:
Lawns And Gardens Are EcosystemsThat Help Us All

Lawns provide a safe place for
families to gather and for chil-
dren and pets to play. Grass is
also brilliant at combating many
environmental challenges.

(NAPSA)—While veterans are
among the most sought-after col-
lege students today, nearly half
can’t afford to go to college, accord-
ing to a recent MARCH Marketing
survey of 6,000 military veterans.
Many may not know what scholar-
ships are available to them.

Fortunately, getting and paying
for an education is now much eas-
ier for a number of veterans and
their families. Colorado Technical
University (CTU) annually awards
its Wounded Warrior Scholarship
to 50 wounded service members,
their spouses and—new this
year—caregivers, making it possi-
ble for so many that served their
country to earn their degrees.

The scholarship program can
provide much-needed assistance
to active-duty military personnel,
veterans, their families and care-
givers to pursue higher education.
Together with the Yellow Ribbon
Fund, the program covers full
educational costs including
tuition, books and fees for any
degree program, as well as a new
laptop computer.

According to Kurt Johnson,
retired Navy Captain and Director
of Military Strategy and Relations
at CTU, “These service members
and their families make incredible
sacrifices for our country and we
want to make it as easy as possible
for them to succeed in civilian life.
That means providing support net-
works to guide them and giving
them an opportunity to pursue
their dreams of higher education
free from financial strain.”

The School
CTU provides higher education

to connect students to what mat-
ters most in reaching their profes-
sional goals. It offers more than
100 undergraduate and graduate
programs taught by real-world fac-
ulty members who enrich the cur-
riculum with their industry expe-
rience and prepare students for
today’s challenges and the hard-
hitting problems of tomorrow.

CTU’s personalized, online
learning system lets students con-
trol what, where, when and how
they learn. Students can also
learn and connect on campuses in
Colorado.

How to Apply
The Wounded Warrior Scholar-

ship application consists of an
essay sharing the obstacles a
wounded service person has over-
come, or the obstacles encountered
while caring for and supporting
someone who is injured. Scholar-
ship winners are selected based on
their desire to advance their educa-
tion and plans to apply their degree
for career advancement after com-
pleting the program. Applications
are due by September 15, 2015.

Candidates must provide proof
of high school graduation or equiv-
alency documents, and be an active
United States Armed Forces mem-
ber or veteran, or spouse or care-
giver of an active-service member
or veteran who is currently receiv-
ing medical treatment for injuries
suffered in combat or injuries
received in the line of duty.

Selection Process
An independent selection board

consisting of representatives from
the academic and military com-
munities selects recipients who
will be notified in October and
November.

Learn More
For more information about the

Colorado Technical University
Wounded Warrior Scholarship and
to access the application, visit
www.coloradotech.edu/ww.

Colorado Technical University
cannot guarantee employment or
salary. Find employment rates,
financial obligations and other dis-
closures at www.coloradotech.edu/
disclosures. Financial aid is avail-
able for those who qualify.

Wounded Veterans And Supporters
Get Helping Hand For College

Past Colorado Technical Univer-
sity Wounded Warrior Scholar-
ship recipients—and husband
and wife—Alex Eudy and Alyson
Davis-Eudy are honored by uni-
versity president Andrew H.
Hurst.

(NAPSA)—Making your home
more attractive to prospective
buyers can be easier and less
expensive than many realize—if
you heed these eight suggestions
from the real estate listings
experts at Trulia:

1.Look to your landscaping.
Just a few hundred dollars on
grass seed or replacement sod,
new flowers, bushes or trees, a
weekend and a little effort can
improve a house’s curb appeal.

2. Help your home clean up
nicely. Give the exterior a thor-
ough scrubdown, including screens,
windows and gutters. Pressure
wash the walks and driveway.
Inside, steam clean the carpets,
wash or wax laminate, hardwood or
linoleum, and clean the grout on
tile walls and floors.

3. Give the trim a treat.
Paint just the trim and front door,
two items that buyers’ eyes are
naturally drawn to when driving
by your places.

4.Change the caulk around
the plumbing fixtures. Over
time, caulk, the silicone that pro-
tects surfaces from water seepage,
can discolor, tear or degrade.
Stripping this material out and
replacing it with a fresh bead of
silicone can improve both bath-
rooms and kitchens.

5.Be clever: declutter.Ahouse
full of furniture, clothing, collec-
tions, exercise equipment and mem-
orabilia can look much smaller than
its actual size. Have a garage sale,

rent a storage unit, or start making
trips to the landfill to whittle down
your home’s contents.

6.Fix the small things. Re-
place burnt-out lightbulbs, fix holes
in doors or walls, grease squeaky
cabinets or doors, fix leaks and
change the air filters.

7. Update lighting fixtures.
It’s a bright idea that doesn’t have
to cost a fortune. Just change a
few, especially if they look dated.
See if the exterior garage lights,
bathroom lights or bedroom lights
in particular are good candidates
for a change.

8.Refresh your kitchen and
bath. Consumer Reports esti-
mates you can increase your
home’s value by as much as 7 per-
cent by renovating these rooms.
Choose a neutral palette to
increase the appeal to as many
tastes as possible.

Learn More
For further facts and tips on

selling your house, visit www.tru
lia.com.

EightWaysTo Increase The Value OfYour Home

Little things can mean a lot when
it comes to selling your home
and getting a great price for it.

(NAPSA)—To help illuminate
how foreign exchange markets
work, Futures Fundamentals
(www.futuresfundamentals.com),
the online resource from CME
Group—a leading derivatives
exchange—released a new video,
“FX Explained.” Futures Funda-
mentals strives to make financial
education an engaging experience
for anyone.

* * *
Through the #8or8 Challenge,

part of Pantene’s Beautiful
Lengths program, men, women
and children are sending their
hair and their money to help
make wigs for women with cancer.
Learn more at www.beautiful
lengths.com.

* * *
Great art—opera, ballet, archi-

tecture, modern and Asian, among
others—and great resorts greet
visitors to Sarasota County, on
Florida’s west coast, these days
and nights. Learn more at www.
visitsarasota.org.

* * *
Springleaf Financial, a leading

personal finance company, and the
American Financial Services Asso-
ciation Education Foundation offer
the MoneySKILL personal finance
course at www.springleaf.com/
rewards. Participants can earn
reward points from the lender.

***
Some people are born on third
base and go through life think-
ing they hit a triple.

—Barry Switzer
***

***
There is no cure for birth and
death save to enjoy the interval.

—George Santayana
***

***
You cannot fly like an eagle with
the wings of a wren.

—William Henry Hudson
***

***
I’m tired of all this nonsense
about beauty being only skin-
deep. That’s deep enough. What
do you want, an adorable
pancreas?

—Jean Kerr
***

***
All we actually have is our body
and its muscles that allow us to
be under our own power.

—Allegra Kent
***




