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(NAPSA)—This year, parents of
16,000 children in the U.S. will hear
the words “Your child has cancer”
and researchers are working on
ways to do something about that.
A leading institution is trying to

improve the way the world under-
stands, treats and defeats child-
hood cancer and other life-threat-
ening diseases. In fact, its brain
tumor science and technology are
at the cutting edge worldwide.

Jake’s Journey
St. Jude Children’s Research

Hospital® has one of the largest
research-based pediatric brain
tumor programs in the country,
which was a sign of hope for the
parents of one young patient, Jake.
When Jake was a toddler, he

suffered from ependymoma, a type
of brain tumor. Jake’s mom, Kath-
leen, remembered a phone call she
received from St. Jude. “The doc-
tor called and explained every-
thing in a way I could under-
stand,” she said. “The doctor said,
‘Remember, there’s hope.’”
Jake had 6½ weeks of radiation

therapy. Treatments like this,
which were invented at St. Jude,
have helped push the overall child-
hood cancer survival rates from 20
percent to more than 80 percent
since the hospital opened in 1962.
Jake has been out of treatment

for 15 years and visits the hospital
annually for checkups. A varsity
football and lacrosse player, Jake
is a senior in high school. He loves
sports trivia and statistics, and
gets to share that love as a broad-
caster for his school’s news station.
“You would never know that

Jake had ever been so sick,” said
Kathleen. “St. Jude saved his life.”
Inspired by the lifesaving work

of St. Jude, Jake’s older sister,
Emily, leads the family’s St. Jude
Walk/Run to End Childhood Cancer
team, a national event held during
Childhood Cancer Awareness
Month in September to raise funds
and awareness for the hospital.

Because of such efforts, no family
ever receives a bill from St. Jude for
treatment, travel, housing or food,
so families can focus on what mat-
ters most—helping their child live.
Doctors often send their tough-

est cases to St. Jude because it has
the world’s best survival rates for
some of the most aggressive child-
hood cancers. St. Jude freely shares
the breakthroughs it makes, and
every child saved at St. Jude
means doctors and scientists world-
wide can use that knowledge to
save thousands more children.
Unlike any other hospital, the
majority of funding for St. Jude
comes from individual contributors.
“Jake and Emily and all our St.

Jude patients and families are
truly inspiring. I am continually
amazed by their efforts to give
back to St. Jude as well as by all
the donors, volunteers and part-
ners who embrace our lifesaving
mission,” said Richard Shadyac
Jr., president and CEO of
ALSAC/St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital. “Because of
their support, St. Jude won’t stop
until no child dies from cancer.”

How To Help
For further facts about the hos-

pital and how you can help, visit
www.stjude.org.

A Path To A Cure

Now a high school varsity football
and lacrosse player, Jake was
successfully treated for a brain
tumor when he was just a toddler.

Note to Editors: While September is Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, this information can be useful to
your readers at any time.
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(NAPSA)—Faced with a costly
repair bill, it’s natural to ask
whether to repair or replace a cool-
ing system. The following questions
can help you make an informed
decision.
How old is your system?

Industry averages suggest an air-
conditioning system should last 12
to 15 years with regular mainte-
nance and service. If your current
system is approaching the 12-year
mark, it makes sense to investigate
the benefits of a new system and
how they could help cover the up-
front investment.
What is the nature of the

repair? Repairs that require the
replacement of system compo-
nents, particularly on older equip-
ment, may result in a mismatched
system. Components that don’t
match can decrease system effi-
ciency, compromise comfort and
shorten the compressor life span.
Therefore, it’s important to know
the full impact of a repair and
which components it affects.
How frequently does your

system need to be repaired?
Frequent repairs might indicate it’s
time to replace your system, espe-
cially if it’s older and the repairs
are progressively more expensive.
The money saved in repairs can
help offset the cost of a new system.
What is your system effi-

ciency rating? When it comes to
cooling, air conditioners and heat
pumps are rated according to the
Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio
(SEER). A higher SEER rating
means increased efficiency and
reduced operating costs. Today’s
new air-conditioning systems are
over 50 percent more efficient than
systems manufactured 10 years
ago. So if you’re concerned about
utility bills and expensive repairs,
consider the energy savings a new
system offers.
Are you experiencing

uneven cooling, or is your sys-
tem noisy? Hot and cool spots
indicate your cooling system may
need upgrading. Excessive noise
could signal your system is working
too hard to keep up with your
home’s cooling demands.

Would you benefit from new
features? New air-conditioning
systems offer a variety of features.
Two-stage cooling, dehumidifiers
and humidifiers, and ultraviolet
lights can increase comfort,
decrease energy costs and improve
the indoor air quality in your
home.
How long do you plan to stay

in your home? If your system is
still working and you’re planning to
move, talk with your real estate
agent to discuss the pros and cons
of repairing your existing system or
installing a new system before plac-
ing your home on the market.
Has a trained technician

assessed your system? A trained
technician knows what to look for
and can assess your system in
terms of performance, efficiency
and your comfort level. Every situa-
tion is different, so it makes sense
to ask a professional to help you
with your decision.
If replacing your system seems

appropriate, your contractor can
explain the importance of effi-
ciency and sound ratings, load
calculations, comfort features and
warranties. When you’re ready to
install a new system, consider the
benefits of a new, energy-efficient
air conditioner or heat pump sys-
tem, such as the Acclimate Series
from the Luxaire brand of John-
son Controls. To learn more about
energy-efficient heating, ventila-
tion and air-conditioning (HVAC)
products, visit www.luxaire.com,
www.youtube.com/LuxaireHVAC
and @LuxaireHVAC on Twitter or
call (877) 874-7378.

Cooling SystemTroubles—ShouldYou Repair Or Replace It?

A qualified technician can help
you tell what your heating and
cooling system needs to keep
you comfortable.

(NAPSA)—To help parents track
their kids’ location, monitor their
talk, text and app use habits, and
lock their child’s mobile phone when
they shouldn’t be using it, Sprint
offers Sprint Mobile Controls, Sprint
Family Locator and Sprint Drive
First. Learn more at https://family
safety.sprint.com

* * *
To learn about the 2015 ASCD

Conference on Educational Leader-
ship, comingOctober 30–November 1
in San Diego, California, educators
can visit www.ascd.org/CEL.

(NAPSA)—Probiotics promote
good digestive and immune health.
A decade ago, Renew Life™ took
digestive wellness to a new level

with Ultimate Flora™. They pio-
neered the development of high-
potency, multi-strain probiotic for-
mulas and continue to set the
standard for quality and potency.
Learn more: https://ultimate
flora.com.

Because of friction caused by
tides, the earth’s rotation slows
and the day increases about a
millisecond each century.

Pigs can cover a mile in about 71⁄2 minutes when running at top
speed.

Baby robins eat 14 feet of earthworms every day!The typical hen will lay about 19 dozen eggs a year.

Humans and giraffes have the same number of bones in their necks: 8.
Giraffe neck vertebrae are just much, much longer.




