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Dehumidifiers Add Comfort,
Keep Humidity In Check
(NAPSA)—No matter the sea-

son or the reason, when homeown-
ers must eliminate damp or humid
conditions to create a more comfort-
able home environment, a dehu-
midifier can be a valuable tool.
By reducing the level of mois-

ture in basements, living rooms,
bedrooms and other living areas
in the home, a dehumidifier can
also help limit the growth of mold
and mildew, which thrive in high-
humidity environments.

In fact, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention recom-
mends the use of dehumidifiers to
slow mold growth by keeping
humidity levels at less than 50
percent—especially during damp
and humid months.
There are a number of options

available when choosing a dehu-
midifier, so it is important to
consider where and how it will be
used and what size is needed for
your space, and also to compare the
available features that can help
with the overall user experience.
The new Honeywell dehumidi-

fiers, for example, include 45-, 50-
and 70-pint units for a variety of
uses. These dehumidifiers also
include detachable water tanks
with full-tank alert and automatic
shutoff; smart digital humidistat
controls that sense room humidity
and activate dehumidification as
needed to maintain preset humid-
ity levels; and full-feature digital
controls with electronic display.
And, each model is ENERGY STAR
certified to help save on operating
costs.
For more information and

help choosing the dehumidifier
that ’s right for you, visit
www.jmatek.com/dehumidifiers/.

Homeowners who need to keep
mold at bay often use a dehumid-
ifier to reduce moisture.

(NAPSA)—With warmer wea-
ther upon us, you may be getting
ready to boot up your irrigation
system to return your landscape
to its former glory. Before you
get started, remember that win-
ter can take a toll on your sprin-
kler system, causing anything
from cracked pipes to broken
sprinkler heads. This type of
damage can result in lots of
wasted water.
Americans use nearly 9 billion

gallons of water outdoors every
day, primarily for landscape irri-
gation. Up to half of that is
wasted due to evaporation, wind,
and runoff from overwatering. In
fact, a single broken or missing
sprinkler head can waste up to
25,000 gallons of water and more
than $90 over a six-month irriga-
tion season—plus, it’s not healthy
for your plants!
To reduce water waste (and

avoid rising utility bills) this sum-
mer, consult a certified irrigation
professional to spruce up your
sprinkler system this spring. An
irrigation professional certified by
a WaterSense-labeled program is
equipped with the necessary skills
and knowledge to get your water-
ing system in tip-top shape. Go
with a pro to:
•Audit: Test your irrigation

system to confirm that it performs
properly and efficiently.
•Install, maintain and repair:

Select and service the appropriate
equipment and site layout, as well
as ensure proper scheduling of
your irrigation system to optimize
performance.
•Design: Customize your irri-

gation system to best suit your
landscape and account for local
climate conditions.

Even if you don’t need a full irri-
gation makeover, before you ramp
up your watering efforts, give your
system a little sprinkler spruce-up
with these four steps: inspect, con-
nect, direct and select. Inspect your
sprinkler heads for cracks; look for
leaks where sprinklers connect to
hoses and pipes; direct spray onto
your landscape and away from
driveways and sidewalks; and, if
you are currently using a clock
timer to schedule watering, select a
WaterSense-labeled, weather-based
irrigation controller, which uses
local climate data to provide only
the water your plants need.
You can learn more about how

to maintain a water-smart irriga-
tion system, find a certified irriga-
tion professional, and search for
WaterSense-labeled irrigation con-
trollers by visiting the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s
WaterSense website at www.epa.
gov/watersense/outdoor/watering_
tips.html.

Go With A Pro To Be Sprinkler Savvy

An irrigation professional certified
by a WaterSense-labeled program
can help inspect, connect, direct
and select your watering equip-
ment for a sprinkler spruce-up!

(NAPSA)—For the past 100
(human) years—nearly a millen-
nium in dog years—people have
been focusing on how to help pets,
farm animals and wild animals
through American Humane Associ-
ation’s “Be Kind to Animals Week®.”
Now, the country’s first national

humane organization is launching
a yearlong campaign to recruit a
new generation of advocates to
help solve the remaining chal-
lenges facing the world’s creatures.
American Humane Association’s
“Kindness 100” campaign includes
a national media tour, visits to
schools by its famed Red Star Res-
cue trucks, which save thousands
of animals in disasters each year,
and a new website, www.Kindness
100.org, where you can find ideas
on how to be kind to animals all
year round, a series of pre-K–5 cur-
ricula to teach children compassion
in all areas of life, a fascinating
history of “Be Kind to Animals
Week,” official downloadable
proclamations for local, state and
federal officials, and the online
Kindness 100 Pledge with four
simple things people can do to
improve the lives of millions—
actually, billions—of animals.

1,000,000 Challenged
To Take Pledge

American Humane Association
is challenging 1 million people to
take the Kindness 100 Pledge
online and build a better world for
animals by promising that:
•I will seek out eggs, meat, and

dairy products that are humanely
raised, such as American Humane
Certified™ products, helping to
ensure the welfare of 10 billion U.S.
farm animals each year.
•I will learn about conserva-

tion efforts, and teach my family
about wild animals and the need
to protect them by visiting parks,
aquariums and accredited zoos.
•I will look for films featuring

American Humane Association’s
“No Animals Were Harmed®” end
credit, ensuring the safety of hun-
dreds of thousands of animal stars
each year.
•If I choose to adopt a pet, I

will do so from an animal shelter,
saving the life of one of the 6 to 8
million animals that end up in
shelters each year.

“The need has never been
greater and the time has never
been better to start a new Com-
passion Movement,” said Dr.
Robin Ganzert, president and
CEO of American Humane Associ-
ation. “To help all the creatures of
the world, big and small, we
encourage every American to cele-
brate ‘Be Kind to Animals Week’—
not only for a week but all year
round. By teaching our children
the value of kindness and doing a
few simple things, we may to-
gether build a better world for our
animals...and ourselves.”

“Be Kind to Animals Week®”
is the oldest commemorative week
in U.S. history and the longest-
running, most successful humane
education campaign in America.
This effort has touched hundreds
of millions of people, and over the
years has featured many famous
spokespeople and advocates in-
cluding President Warren Harding,
Shirley Temple, Eleanor Roosevelt,
Milton Berle, Doris Day, Porky Pig,
Dennis the Menace, John Wayne,
Lorne Greene, Carol Burnett, Clint
Eastwood, Patty Duke, Betty
White and many others.
To join the movement and cele-

brate the centennial of “Be Kind
to Animals Week®,” please visit
www.Kindness100.org. To learn
more about how you can support
American Humane Association,
the first national humane organi-
zation and the only one dedicated
to protecting both children and
animals, please call 1-800-227-
4645 or visit www.American
Humane.org.
What To Do To Learn More
The Kindness 100 pledge, a full

pre-K–5 curriculum, and ways to
protect animals all year long can
be found at Kindness100.org.

How To Be Part Of A Century Of Kindness

You can make this 100th anniver-
sary of “Be Kind to Animals
Week” a year-round celebration.

(NAPSA)—When over 50 per-
cent of the recipients of a national
scholarship program are awarded
to students in a particular cate-
gory, it’s time to take notice.
This is exactly what occurred

when the DELL SCHOLARS PRO-
GRAM Class of 2015 was an-
nounced earlier this year, and 152
of the 300 awards were given to
AVID students nationwide.
AVID, which stands for Ad-

vancement Via Individual Deter-
mination, is a San Diego-based
nonprofit whose mission is to close
the achievement gap by preparing
all students for college readiness
and success in a global society.
The DELL SCHOLARS PROGRAM

provides 300 scholarships annu-
ally, and since 2004, has provided
students with over $60 million in
college scholarships and support
services. They reward low-income,
highly motivated students who
are better than their numbers
indicate and demonstrate the

drive to succeed despite personal
obstacles.
This matches closely with the

AVID student profile: one who has
made the commitment to enroll in
rigorous coursework, improve his
or her study skills, and wants to
enroll in college.
Dell Scholars receive $20,000

each to continue their higher edu-
cation for the next six years. In
addition, the DELL SCHOLARS PRO-
GRAM provides its students with
technology, resources, and mentor-
ing to ensure they have the sup-
port they need to obtain a college
degree.
AVID serves almost a million

students nationally and continues
to expand into school districts that
desire to improve equity in their
communities and ensure all stu-
dents can earn a college degree.
For more information about

this college readiness system, go
to www.avid.org/scholars.ashx or
call (844) 823-AVID (2843).

Scholarships Awarded To Determined Students

Since 2004, one program has awarded over $60 million in college
scholarships and support services to deserving students. Each dark
figure represents ten students.

(NAPSA)—Motorists driving
their vehicles with underinflated
tires waste 1.2 billion gallons of

fuel in the U.S. each year. Prop-
erly inflating tires can save
motorists as much as nine cents
per gallon. To learn more, visit
www.discounttire.com.

Violins weigh less than 16 ounces yet resist string tension of over 65
pounds.

The modern violin has been around for roughly 500 years. It was
designed in the 1500s, some say by Andrea Amati, an Italian lute
maker.




