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(NAPSA)—While the process of
planning for your retirement may
seem daunting, National Retire-
ment Planning Week® 2015—tak-
ing place from April 13–17—may
be the opportunity you need to get
back on track. Experts from the
National Retirement Planning
Coalition, which organizes the
week, are urging Americans to use
this time to develop, review and/or
revise their retirement plans. By
doing so, they say that Americans
can still achieve their retirement
goals. If you are not sure where to
get started, below are five steps
you can take to help you on your
path toward a financially secure
retirement.

Where Do I Begin?
Review your finances to learn

what assets you have and deter-
mine all your financial commit-
ments. Once you have a grasp on
your personal balance sheet, you
can then develop a household bud-
get. A host of budgeting tools,
worksheets and apps are readily
available for free online.
What’s The Best Way To Save?

Begin making regular, auto-
matic contributions to your retire-
ment savings accounts. Employer-
provided retirement savings
plans, such as a 401(k)-style plan,
serve as excellent vehicles to save
for retirement, as they are often
tax-deferred accounts, meaning
your contributions and the invest-
ment earnings within are not
taxed until you withdraw them.
This allows your money to build
more quickly. These plans also
often feature a contribution match
from your employer.

When Should I Retire?
By determining a target retire-

ment age, you will have a goal to
work toward and will be able to
monitor your progress. You can

also proceed to answer many
other important questions, such
as “At what age do you intend to
start collecting Social Security
benefits?” Collecting Social Secu-
rity before your full retirement
age can permanently reduce the
size of your benefit, while delay-
ing benefits can maximize your
Social Security income.

How Much Will I Need?
The Insured Retirement Insti-

tute, which leads the National
Retirement Planning Coalition,
offers a suite of retirement plan-
ning calculators available at
www.irionline.org and www.Retire
OnYourTerms.org. If you feel un-
comfortable with your calcu-
lations, consider consulting a
financial advisor, who will have
specialized expertise in helping
clients prepare for retirement.

Now What?
Achieving a financially secure

retirement requires monitoring
your progress and adjusting your
plan to meet changing conditions.
That includes repeating the
above-mentioned tips: consistently
reviewing your finances, updating
your budget, adding to your sav-
ings, and making adjustments as
your plans, needs and circum-
stances change.

Retirement Security In Five Strategic Steps

Join the many Americans who
have planned their way to a
financially secure retirement.

(NAPSA)—If you’re considering
putting your home on the market
in the coming months, there are a
few tips you should follow.

House sales generally peak
around June and July, with many
families beginning their home
search in the spring, in hopes of
settling into their new home in
time for the next school year.

It’s wise to work with a
Realtor. According to a survey
from the National Association of
Realtors, 88 percent of recent
homesellers used an agent. A Real-
tor can provide expert advice and
counsel on the selling process,
including listing your house on the
Multiple Listing Service (MLS),
marketing it to prospective buyers
and accepting offers and negotiat-
ing on your behalf. To find a Real-
tor nearby, go to www.realtor.
com/realestateagents.

Know your neighborhood
when setting your asking
price. Realtors have real insights
in the markets where they do
business. A Realtor is your best
source for accurate, up-to-date
information and comparable prop-
erties to help you determine a
competitive listing price for your
home. He or she will give you an
idea of how long homes are stay-
ing on the market and at what
price they’re selling. While it’s
important to get the best possible
deal for your home, a Realtor will
help you understand the impor-
tance of pricing your house appro-

priately. Overpricing your home
could lead to it staying on the
market too long—compelling you
to compromise on the asking price
or terms.

Decide on how to market
your home. Given the mass
amounts of information available
today to consumers, the days of
just placing an ad in your local
newspaper and putting a “For
Sale” sign in front of your yard are
over. A Realtor® can place your
listing on the MLS and work with
you to decide other ways to mar-
ket your home. Marketing your
listing on a popular real estate
website such as www.realtor.com
will ensure your listing is generat-
ing the most eyeballs from inter-
ested buyers.

If you’re looking to sell your
home as quickly and easily as pos-
sible, you could use the real in-
sights you’ll get having a Realtor
help you through the process of
finding interested buyers and
eventually closing the deal.

Tips To Help You Sell Your House

Selling your house can be sim-
pler—and more lucrative—with
professional help.

(NAPSA)—If you’ve repainted
the walls, added new furniture
and changed your sofa pillows, yet
something is still amiss in your
home, consider that large surface
area: the floor. Floors set the tone
of your living space.

To avoid surprises and unex-
pected costs, try these tips from the
World Floor Covering Association.

Find The Right Flooring
When it comes to selecting the

most appropriate flooring for your
home, consider how it will be used
and how often.

A high-traffic room demands
materials that can stand up to
wear and tear. High-quality floor-
ing is essential. And buying from
a reputable retailer—one who
knows their products, gets to
know their customers and will be
there to stand behind what they
recommend and sell—is going to
pay off down the road.

Not all flooring is the same. In
every category—carpet, tile,
resilient, laminate, hardwood—
there are products of varying
quality. It is important to do your
research and, just as important, to
work with a retailer who has first-
hand history with the flooring
products they sell and the manu-
facturers that make them.

Maintenance is another key con-
sideration. Some floors require
more upkeep than others. For
instance, some types of hardwood
can become dull if not swept or
mopped daily. If you have kids or
pets, consider the following: multi-
colored, textured carpet to hide
blemishes and wear; engineered
wood offering diamond-hard sur-
face treatments to avoid abrasions;
or resilient vinyl, which can be
made to look like many other types
of flooring and is very durable and
easy to clean. Ceramic tile is
another good option for high traffic.

The area of the country in
which you live has an impact on
the flooring you choose, too. How
much sunlight does the room
get? Many flooring materials
won’t fade, but some—including
carpet—might. Humidity can
affect durability. Some floors are

fine in humid environments but
others—such as wood—are not.
Are you considering radiant heat
under your floors? Not all sur-
face materials are compatible
with this option. Working with a
knowledgeable retailer will be
very helpful when making final
decisions.

Considering Overall Design
Think about how the room will

be furnished. Would you like to
warm up the room with a carpet
or cool it down with ceramic? Do
you want a patterned or brightly
colored floor to liven up neutral
furniture or a quiet background to
help statement pieces stand out?
Cultivate your own design ideas,
then call on the knowledge and
experience of a reliable flooring
retailer to see it through.

Your Path To Purchasing
Check out your flooring options

in person. Online research is
important but talking with a pro-
fessional who deals in flooring
every day is essential. Plus,
there’s no substitute for seeing
and touching the flooring you
wish to purchase.

There are a few more things to
consider. The following list of
questions prepared by the World
Floor Covering Association can
help you make an informed choice
and avoid unexpected costs and
surprises:

•Does the retailer offer a com-
plimentary inspection prior to
installation to determine what

kind of substrate you have and
whether it is flat?

•What does the retailer charge
to remove and dispose of old floor-
ing? Removing flooring can in-
crease costs substantially, so you
may want to find flooring that can
go over your existing flooring.

•Will your doors clear your
new floors? If not, the doors may
need to be trimmed to accommo-
date the new height, or you might
want to choose alternative floor-
ing materials.

•Does the retailer charge to
move furniture? Be sure to men-
tion heavy items that might not
be found in every home, such as a
piano.

•If the new flooring is going
into a bathroom, will the retailer
remove the toilet as part of their
installation?

•Does your new flooring need to
be acclimated prior to installation?

•Will the installers clean up
after themselves?

Prepare For Installation
The retailer should provide a

checklist on how to prepare for
installation. In addition, if your ren-
ovation project involves painting or
staining walls where new floors are
going to be put down, the wall treat-
ment should be completed first.
Clear the room. Remove fragile and
valuable items and appliances,
books and decorations. Artwork and
photographs on the walls should
also be taken down.

Clear a path for the installa-
tion crew to carry bulky, heavy
items in and out. When they
arrive, ask the installers to go
over their plans with you so you
know exactly what to expect.
Make sure patterned floors will be
set down in the right direction.

Post-installation
Thoroughly inspect the floor-

ing. Immediately bring any con-
cerns to the store’s attention.

Most importantly, enjoy your
new floors!

Learn More
For further facts or to find a

nearby flooring retailer, visit the
World Floor Covering Association
at www.wfca.org.

Planning Some Home Renovation?
Here Are Some Tips To Help You Save Time and Money—

and Hopefully Avoid Mistakes on Your Next Flooring Project

The amount of traffic a room gets
and whether that room is acces-
sible from the outdoors are
important factors to consider
when selecting a floor covering.
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(NAPSA)—From the big mile-
stones to the everyday moments,
chances are, you knew Mom would
be there for you. Now, you can return
the love. For gift ideas to celebrate
Mom this Mother’s Day, visit
www.1800Flowers.com, www.Cheryls.
com and www.Wolfermans.com.

* * *
“STEM Behind Health” gives

students an interactive, hands-
on way to explore the math and
science behind diseases. It can
be downloaded to the TI-Nspire
CX graphing calculator, Student
Software or TI-Nspire Apps for
iPad or visit www.STEMbehind
Health.com.

* * *
Today, marketing is dominated

by valuable content and informa-
tion. To get help creating content
for your company’s website, visit
www.Inklyo.com, an online pro-
vider of professional and share-
able content for businesses around
the world.

* * *
Experts say that cats are often

the victim of negative stereotypes
that hamper adoptions. A survey by
PetSmart Charities also found that
cat lovers may be uniquely posi-

tioned to help cats the most when it
comes to changing opinions. To learn
more, visit www.petsmart.org.

* * *
As a retailer focused on well-

ness and convenience, Giant
Eagle provides tools, ranging from
“Dietitian Pick” call-outs in its
weekly circular to in-store nutri-
tion classes, to aid customers
interested in making “better-for-
you” choices. To learn more or
speak to a registered dietitian,
call 1-877-289-2588.

(NAPSA)—Many allergy suffer-
ers say that an IQAir air purifier
and improved cleaning methods
can reduce or completely elimi-
nate allergic reactions to pets in
their homes. For information on
how to clean pet dander or take
other steps to gain control over
pet allergens, visit www.iqair.com.

* * *
The OneTouch Verio® Meter can

help people with diabetes feel
more confident about managing
their blood sugar by providing
helpful feedback about their
results and information for better
control. For further information
about diabetes testing, visit
www.OneTouch.com.




