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(NAPSA)—It’s National Pop-
corn Poppin’ Month, the annual
celebration of one of America’s old-
est and most extraordinary snack
foods. Unlike sweet, flint or dent
corn, popcorn is the only type of
corn that pops, making it truly
outstanding in its field.

At the heart of this fascinating
little kernel is a healthful whole-
grain celebrated for its taste,
economy and versatility. Sweet or
savory, popcorn can be paired with
any number of flavors satisfying a
variety of tastes. Popcorn purists
may choose a dash of salt, while
the more adventurous opt for
playing in the kitchen.

With this year’s hot “lollipop”
food trend, what better way to cele-
brate Popcorn Poppin’ Month than
with these Spooky Popcorn Cake
Pops from the Popcorn Board.

Spooky Popcorn Cake Pops

Yield: 18 Pops
5 cups popped popcorn
1⁄2 (11.5-ounce) store-bought

pound cake
3⁄4 cup canned vanilla

frosting
8 ounces candy melts

(assorted colors) for
coating*

1⁄2 teaspoon vegetable oil
18 lollipop sticks

Decorations for cake pops:
miniature chocolate chips,
blue and red food gel,
miniature chewy chocolate
candies, food-safe markers.
Styrofoam block

Process popcorn in food
processor until coarsely
chopped. Crumble cake into
large bowl. Add popcorn and
frosting, stirring with fork until
mixture is evenly moistened.
Form mixture evenly into 18
balls. For Ghosts, roll into an
elongated triangle creating a
distinct head and body. Place on
waxed paper–lined baking sheet;
freeze 20 minutes. Melt candy
melts according to package
directions. If using white, stir
in vegetable oil. Color as desired

using candy color. Remove pop-
corn cake balls from freezer. Dip
tips of lollipop sticks into candy
melts; insert no more than
halfway into center of balls. Let
sit 3 minutes until set. Dip one
ball into melted candy melts to
cover completely. Gently tap
stick against side of bowl so
excess melts drip off. Imme-
diately decorate as desired
(candy melts harden quickly).
Use white candy melts for ghost
(pumpkins/orange, one-eyed pur-
ple monsters/purple); miniature
chocolate chips for eyes and
mouth; shape small piece of
chewy chocolate candy for
pumpkin stem and attach with
candy melt; spread melted white
candy melts in center of ball to
create monster eye; use blue gel
for iris, red gel for veins. Poke
sticks into Styrofoam block to dry
completely.

*You can use 8 oz. white candy
melts with oil-based candy color
to achieve desired color (purple
for One Eyed Purple Monster;
orange for Pumpkin).

To see popcorn popping in slow
motion and for more recipes, visit
www.popcorn.org.

Popular Popcorn Treats

These hauntingly tasty treats are
so easy to make out of popcorn,
it’s spooky.

(NAPSA)—If you’re like most
Americans, you like to feel con-
nected: to the past, to a place and
to others. Discovering your family
history can be a rewarding way to
establish those connections and
help uncover who you are and
where you came from.

It can start simply by identify-
ing who is in your extended fam-
ily. You may be able to find the
names of your ancestors—grand-
mothers, uncles, cousins—going
back hundreds of years.

Next, you can get to know
them, learn where they were born,
whom they married, how they
made a living, where they lived
and how they died.

The ability to make such con-
nections is getting an unprece-
dented boost this year with the
release of the 1940 U.S. Census.
Research shows that 87 percent of
Americans alive today should be
able to find a relative in the 1940
Census. That’s almost 275 million
people who have a connection to
these records.

This is the census of The
Greatest Generation. It showed 16
million American men and women
safe at home on the brink of join-
ing the deadliest war in human
history. For the more than
400,000 who never returned from
World War II, it’s the last census
to record their names.

The census tells the story of a
country grappling with the great-
est economic hardship it had ever
known, something many find par-
ticularly relevant today, as the
country starts to emerge from its
current economic troubles.

Because modern technology
lets you access the census at
home as never before, Tim Sulli-
van, the president and CEO of
Ancestry.com, the world’s largest
online family history resource,
says his company has made the
1940 Census free to search at

www.ancestry.com/1940. Millions
of people can literally sit down
with neighbors, friends or rela-
tives who were actually there in
1940, find the census page with
their name on it, and get them
talking.

You’ll find an address for their
home, names of family and neigh-
bors. You’ll see the highest grade
they had completed in school and
the family’s yearly income in 1939.
While they talk, you may get to
know them better and get a better
understanding of that place in
time. You may even get to know a
little more about yourself and how
you fit into the larger arc of your
family’s history and the world’s.

For example, Sharon Harris had
only been looking at the 1940 Cen-
sus for a brief time on Ancestry.
com before she came across a
record of her uncle. She couldn’t
believe her luck: Not only had she
found him quickly, but he was
married to someone she didn’t rec-
ognize. This short search into the
new census has already given her
a clue to an aunt that Harris never
knew about. Next on her list for
discovery is her family’s biggest
mystery: her great grandfather’s
disappearance in the 1930s.

It could help you understand—
and share with your family—the
essential human question of who
you are and where you came from.

New Tool For Exploring Your Family’s History

Americans can get help digging
for their roots now that the 1940
U.S. Census is available, free,
online.

Help Prevent Break-Ins
(NAPSA)—A few simple steps

before you go away for the week-
end or the season can help your
home avoid a break-in:

•Hold your mail and stop
newspaper delivery.

• Have a family member or
trusted neighbor keep eyes on your
property.

•Make your home look lived in
by outfitting interior lights with
timers.

•Keep the landscape trimmed
and, if need be, arrange for snow
removal. Long grass and unplowed
driveways are a dead giveaway that
no one is home.

•Don’t post your vacation
plans on social media sites.

•Look into window film. 3M™

Safety and Security Window Films
transform your windows by holding
broken glass fragments together and
helping to keep the glass in the win-
dow or door frame, protecting your
home and your family from vandals.

3M Safety and Security Window
Films are designed to help hold bro-
ken glass fragments together within
the window or door frame by creat-
ing a stronger barrier. This helps
impede entry into the home via a
window.

You can get 3M Safety and
Security Window Films in the clear,
safety-only versions, or as a combi-
nation film with both sun control
and safety features.

Learn More
You can find further facts on

protective window films when you
visit www.3mwindowfilm.com.

A protective film on the windows
can help keep your home safe
from robbers and vandals.

(NAPSA)—DK Eyewitness Travel
Guides are “all-in-one” guides with
detailed information on food, sights,
history, entertainment, shopping,
transportation, maps, hotels and

restaurants. Known for rich illus-
trations, custom-drawn cutaways,
floor plans and reconstructions of
major buildings and museums,
they’re available where books are
sold.

(NAPSA)—To prevent fraudulent
activity that can result from mail and
garbage theft, consider switching to
online statements. Visit Wells Fargo’s
Fraud Information Center at
www.wellsfargo.com/
privacy_security/fraud for more tips
on how to protect yourself.

* * *
Con men often target faith

communities for a scam known as
affinity fraud. According to the
experts at the FINRA Investor
Education Foundation, the scam
recruits unwitting church mem-
bers to encourage victims to invest
in bogus stocks. To learn more,
visit www.SaveAndInvest.org/
LearnMore.

* * *
“Employers can play an impor-

tant role in helping employees to
map their education to their
career goals,” says Dr. Tracey
Wilen-Daugenti, vice president
and managing director of Apollo
Research Institute. Learn more at
www.apolloresearchinstitute.org.

* * *
Soaking away the stresses of

the day can have many mental
and physical benefits. For a soft,
soothing spa environment, try a
bromine-free, chlorine-free sani-
tizer like SpaGuard’s Soft Soak.
Learn more at www.spaguard.com
and (800) 932-5943.

* * *
New Estée Lauder Pure Color Nail

Lacquer Beyond Black and Metal
Mania Collections introduce a dra-
matic palette of intriguing shades,
textures and finishes that are the per-
fect accessory for any look. Available
at Estée Lauder Counters and
www.esteelauder.com.

* * *
Chalkboard paint from Ben-

jamin Moore is now tintable in any
color. For more information, visit
www.benjaminmoore.com.

* * *
Snapdragon processors by

Qualcomm power more than 420
of the best smartphones and
tablets on the market from lead-
ing device manufacturers and
operators. For more information
about Snapdragon-enabled de-
vices, visit www.qualcomm.com/
snapdragon/devices.

(NAPSA)—Your family can
make your own fun indoors by bak-
ing tasty treats. Tips and recipes
are at www.KaroSyrup.com.

* * *
Meatballs from Casa Di Bertacchi

are made with high-quality beef and
seasonings for an authentic Italian
flavor. They come fully cooked, mak-
ing dinner delicious, easy and stress
free. For marvelous meatball recipes,
visit www.casameatballs.com.

* * *
When you want to impress your

guests, one thing that will make it
a memorable one is Fleischmann’s
Yeast, the most trusted brand of
yeast for more than 140 years. For
seasonal recipes and baking tips,
visit www.BreadWorld.com or
www.facebook.com/Fleischmanns
Yeast.

* * *
Classic banana bread gets a

nutrition power boost with sweet
figs and chocolate morsels. Dark
purple Mission Figs and Golden
Figs work equally well and add
sweet fruit flavor, fiber and potas-
sium. For recipes, baking tips, figs

and fig products, visit the Valley
Fig Growers at www.valleyfig.com.

* * *
An attractive treat for the holi-

days or at any time, Florentine
Cookies are thin, crunchy confec-
tions containing nuts and fruit,
such as maraschino cherries, held
together with honey or sugar. For
recipes, tips and information, visit
www.nationalcherries.com.

* * *
Country Crock has 70 percent

less saturated fat than butter, no
partially hydrogenated oils—so 0
grams trans fat per serving—and
no cholesterol.




