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(NAPSA)—Both parents and
children know that anytime of
year can be the right time to look
for ways to save—and getting
ready to go back to school is no
exception. According to a recent
survey conducted by the National
Retail Federation, eight out of 10
back-to-school shoppers plan to
cut back on spending or purchase
items on sale.

While finding the biggest and
best deals on supplies is one way to
save, another way parents can
trim costs—and do it in style—is
by cutting hair at home. Home
haircutting not only helps to cut
costs during the back-to-school sea-
son, it also can save the average
family of four up to $500 annually.

Here are three steps to saving
in style with home haircutting:

1. Select a style, any style:
Today’s home haircutting tools
cater to a variety of styles and
lengths. So whether the choice is
short and messy like some of
today’s teen heartthrobs or long
and side-swept like one notable
pop icon, re-creating these looks
can be done. For ideas, go online
and search photos of your favorite
musicians or athletes.

2. Get clipping: After select-
ing the style, invest in a set of
quality hair clippers. Newer
options, such as the Lithium Ion
Clipper from Wahl, offer the con-
venience of anywhere use and
come with a host of guide combs
for achieving different lengths.

When using clippers, a good

rule of thumb is to start at the
back of the neck and move in
upwards strokes toward the mid-
dle of the head.

Next, cut the top, moving front
to back. Finally, blend the middle
and use a detailer to clean up the
neck, sideburns and ears.

3. Apply the finishing touch:
Once the cut is complete, it’s time
to finish the look with styling prod-
ucts. Make sure to consider the
hair type and style when making a
selection—and remember to use
only the amount needed.

Gels and pomades offer styling
variety ranging from light to stiff
hold, although gels are best suited
for curlier hair. Mousse works
best for thin, fine hair.

For more home haircutting tips
or to view demonstrations, visit
www.wahlgreathaircuts.com.

Three Steps To Saving In Style At Home

By cutting hair at home, a family
of four may save an average of
$500 over the course of a year.

(NAPSA)—According to U.S.
Census Bureau reports, Ameri-
cans are not moving from one
home to another nearly as much
as they used to.

For many, that means it’s
important to make sure the home
they’re in—and particularly the
kitchen—is built to last. Fortu-
nately, there are a number of
ways to do that. For example:

•When you get down to it, a
porcelain floor may sound fragile,
but because these floor tiles are
fired at an extremely high temper-
ature, they’re remarkably dur-
able, lasting for decades and
impervious to water, foot traffic
and other things that can floor a
floor.

•Take your counters for
granite. These not only look good,
they’re resistant to heat and
stains, very low maintenance and
last for a very long time.

•Consider laminate for
your cabinets. Laminates are
low in cost, nonporous—which is
important when it comes to safe
food preparation—easy to clean
and available in a rainbow of col-
ors and styles.

•It’s great to be good to
your grout. If your backsplash is
tile, seal the grouting so it can
stand up to water.

•Up against the wall, it pays
to put the best paint possible. The
higher the quality, the longer it’s
likely to last.

•Be smart about the sink.
It’s probably the most-used appli-
ance in the house and often has to
take a lot of abuse—but it can still
be stylish. For example, you can
get a stone composite sink made
of a patented material that resists
chips, stains, heat and the effects

of everyday kitchen use and comes
in seven attractive shades.

Durable and reliable, it’s 80
percent granite for the look and
feel of natural stone and 20 per-
cent a patented formula that
makes it even stronger than the
countertop around it. Each sink
comes with a lifetime warranty so
you can buy with total confidence.

Called Silgranit II and avail-
able from Blanco, the sink is col-
ored all the way through, so it
won’t fade, even in direct sunlight,
and is resistant to food acids. The
advanced surface technology
means it’s nonporous, easy to
clean and extremely hygienic.

What The Expert Says
As Susan Serra, certified

kitchen designer, says, “I’ve lived
with Blanco sinks for well over 20
years. I’m most impressed with
Silgranit II.”

Learn More
You can learn more online at

www.blancoamerica.com or by
calling (888) 668-6201.

Tasteful Ways To Make Your Kitchen Last

A durable, reliable and beautiful
sink can be one way to give your
place staying power.

(NAPSA)—Learning Ally pro-
vides audiobooks for kids with
learning disabilities such as
dyslexia. Annual membership
gives students access to more than
75,000 audiobooks—a proven
resource to boost their grades and
success in school. For more on
joining and supporting Learning
Ally, go to www.learningally.
org/Fall2012.

* * *
The potential for a slower hur-

ricane season affords residents in
hurricane-prone areas a rare
opportunity to shore up defenses
and prepare for the next big
storm. For hurricane prepared-
ness tips, visit Liberty Mutual at
www.libertymutual.com/prepare.

* * *
Farmers fight tough-to-control

and glyphosate-resistant weeds by
participating in Roundup Ready
PLUS™ Weed Management Solu-
tions developed by Monsanto. At
www.RoundupReadyPLUS.com,
they can learn more and access
weed management guidelines,
agronomic articles and other weed
management resources.

* * *
If you are planning for college,

one source that might be helpful
is WellsFargoCommunity.com, a
free online community of stu-
dents, parents, teachers, guidance
counselors and financial advisors
devoted to creating an open dia-
logue about the college-planning
process.

(NAPSA)—Investors need to
carefully review the information
in their brokerage account state-
ment and trade confirmation
report.

That’s the word from experts
who say investors should always
keep a close eye on the statements
they receive from brokers and other
financial institutions. These reports
are designed to help you stay on top
of your investments and provide
information that can alert you to
errors or even misconduct, such as
unauthorized trading.

To help, here are five tips that
will help you understand and
make the most of the information
in these reports.

•Check key account infor-
mation. Make sure your state-
ments and confirmations include a
statement period or end date, and
that your account number, name
and contact information are correct.
You should also make sure your
financial professional’s firm and
contact information are correct.

•Follow the money. If your
confirmations list whether trades
are solicited or not, you should
check this, too; trades should be
properly categorized as “solicited”
(the broker’s idea) or “unsolicited”
(requested by you).

•Scrutinize fees. If there’s a
fee you don’t understand—such as
a handling or mailing charge or a
markup or commission—ask your
broker to explain it. These costs
ultimately impact the overall
return on your investment and
you have a right to ask about fees
being charged.

•Be alert to fraud. If your
statement or confirmation looks
unprofessional or altered in any
way, this may signal fraud. For
instance, if a logo has poor resolu-

tion, this is a red flag—some-
times, fraudsters cut and paste
logos of legitimate firms onto their
own fake statements.

•Take action. Immediately
contact the firm that issued the
statement or confirmation about
any entry you don’t understand or
didn’t authorize. If the problem is
not resolved, you can file a com-
plaint at www.finra.org/complaint.

“Investors whose portfolios
have taken a hit might not be
keen to open their account state-
ments,” said Gerri Walsh, FINRA
Investor Education Foundation
president.

“But they should review their
statements carefully—and imme-
diately call the firm that issued
the statement about any fee they
do not understand or transaction
they did not authorize.”

For more fraud-fighting
resources, visit the FINRA Foun-
dation’s website at www.SaveAnd
Invest.org/LearnMore.

Reviewing Your Brokerage Account Statements

When reviewing your brokerage
statement, if you see a transac-
tion you don’t understand or
didn’t authorize, contact the
f irm that issued the repor t
immediately.

(NAPSA)—Electrical failures
and malfunctions are a leading
cause of house fires year after
year—but you can stay safe at
home. Many electrical fires can be
prevented simply by understand-
ing basic electrical safety princi-
ples and following safe practices.

Keep Home Fires
From Burning

To help you protect your home
and family from electrical fires, the
Electrical Safety Foundation Inter-
national (ESFI) offers these tips:

•Safety should always be the
top priority when working with
electricity. ESFI recommends that
a qualified, licensed electrician
perform all home electrical work
in compliance with local and
national safety standards.

•Consider having your circuit
breakers replaced with arc fault
circuit interrupters (AFCIs),
which provide enhanced electrical
fire protection by detecting dan-
gerous arcing conditions.

•Make sure all electrical panel
circuits are properly labeled.
Always replace fuses or circuit
breakers with the correct size and
amperage.

•Keep the area around the elec-
trical panel clear so you can easily
shut off power in an emergency.

•Every month, use the TEST
button to check that ground fault
circuit interrupters (GFCIs) and
AFCIs are working properly.

•Look for warning signs of an
electrical problem, such as outlets
and switches that are warm or
make crackling, sizzling or buz-
zing noises.

•Regularly check cords, out-
lets, switches, and appliances for
signs of damage. Do not use dam-
aged electrical devices.

•Do not use extension cords on
a permanent basis and never use
them with space heaters or air
conditioners.

•Avoid overloading outlets.
•Do not use lightbulbs that

exceed the recommended wattage
of the light fixture or lamp.

What to Do in Case of Fire
Despite your best prevention

efforts, a fire could still happen.
Follow these five tips to make
sure your family is prepared to
make a safe escape:

1. Install smoke alarms inside
each bedroom, outside each sleep-
ing area and on every level of the
house.

2. Test smoke alarms every
month.

3. Create a family fire escape
plan that includes two ways out of
each room.

4. Pick an easy-to-find meeting
place outside, a safe distance from
your home.

5. Practice your escape plan by
having at least two fire drills a
year. Start one fire drill at night
while your family is sleeping.

Learn More
Visit www.electrical-safety.org

for more home electrical safety
information.

Preventing Electrical Fires

Protecting your home and family
from an electrical fire may be
easier than you realize.
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(NAPSA)—Solutions for Care-
givers provides care planning and
care coordination services de-
signed to support the overall well-

being of the person receiving care
and help alleviate stress for the
family. Services can be tailored to
your needs. Learn more at www.
WhatIsSolutionsForCaregivers.
com and (877) 765-4473.




