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(NAPSA)—Your shades can be
more than a decorative element, if
they’re motorized. Motorized
shades are a cool way to add tech-
nology to your home and can make
life easier, save energy—and more.
Here are features and benefits:

Control Hard-To-Reach
Windows

Do you have high living room
windows or windows behind a
sunken tub in your master bath?
What about windows behind your
kitchen sink? Shades in hard-to-
reach areas can be difficult to
open and close. With motorized
shades, you can easily adjust
shades with one button press.

Add Convenience
Manually lowering shades takes

time. With motorized shades, you
can lower them all at once without
even getting up from your chair.
Plus, you may be more apt to raise
and lower these shades than man-
ual ones.

Eliminate Cords
Unlike many manual shades,

motorized shades are cordless, so
kids and pets can’t get tangled in
the cords.

Save Energy
Adjusting shades with the sea-

sons can help keep your heating
and cooling expenses from going
through the roof. Motorized
shades make it easy to block the
sun’s rays in summer to help keep
a room cool or let them in to warm
a room in winter.

Motorized honeycomb shades
feature pockets that trap air, pro-
viding superior insulation. The
fabrics may provide better insula-
tion than your windows.

Protect Interiors
Over time, the sun’s rays can

damage fabrics, artwork and floor-
ing. Your being able to press a
button to lower shades and block
those harsh rays will help extend
the life of your home’s interior.

Affordable Luxury
Now you can have the benefits

of motorized honeycomb shades
without pulling wires for electric-
ity—with Serena remote con-
trolled shades by Lutron. Because
you control them via a remote,
they’re great for hard-to-reach
windows.

Available from www.Lutron
SerenaShades.com, these shades
are battery powered, so you can
easily install them yourself in
about 10 minutes. They use store-
bought batteries, feature innova-
tive technology that extends bat-
tery life up to three years, and
start at just $299.

The shades come in sheer,
light-filtering and room-darkening
fabrics, so you can choose the
amount of sunlight in the room.
The shades are available in four
different pleat options, five tex-
tures and a wide variety of colors.

Learn More
To learn more about adding

convenience and energy savings
with motorized shades, visit www.
LutronSerenaShades.com or call
(888) 445-8063.

Motorized Shades: Energy-Saving, Practical Decor

Enjoy a new home at the old
address with shades of beauty
and convenience.

Understanding Small Loans
(NAPSA)—For many, the answer

to a financial dilemma can come from
asking the right questions. To help,
a public interest organization has
come up with four quarterly book-
lets, with worksheets and self-assess-
ment information, for those consid-
ering personal loans.

The first, “Understanding Per-
sonal Loans,” helps potential bor-
rowers find answers to six impor-
tant questions:

•Is a personal loan for me?
•Can I afford a loan?
•What happens when I apply?
•What happens if I’m late with

a payment?
•What terms should I under-

stand before taking out a loan?
•Which laws protect me?

This financial literacy initiative
that aims to educate the more than
30 million underbanked house-
holds in the U.S. about short-term,
small-dollar loans was launched by
the American Financial Services
Association Education Foundation.
The materials are online at www.
afsaef .org/personalloans101.
Printed versions are available from
the American Financial Services
Association Education Foundation,
919 Eighteenth Street, NW, Suite
300, Washington, DC, 20006-5517;
(202) 466-8611.

A series of free booklets explains
traditional installment loans that
are fully amortized, underwritten
and repaid in regular installments.

(NAPSA)—While many motor-
ists may panic when gas prices rise,
a little planning, perspective and a
few simple steps can go a long way
to combat the price of fuel:

•Keep your car properly tuned
to improve gas mileage by an
average of 4 percent.

•Keep tires properly inflated and
improve gas mileage by 3 percent.

•Replace dirty or clogged air
filters and improve gas mileage by
as much as 10 percent.

•Replace dirty spark plugs,
which can reduce mileage by two
miles per gallon.

•Change oil regularly and gain
another mile per gallon.

Driving behavior also impacts
fuel efficiency.

•Observe the speed limit. Gas
mileage decreases rapidly above
60 mph.

•Avoid excessive idling. Idling
gets zero miles per gallon. Warm-
ing up the vehicle for one or two
minutes is sufficient.

•Avoid quick starts and stops.
Aggressive driving can lower gas
mileage by 33 percent on the high-
way and 5 percent in the city.

•Consolidate trips. Several
short trips taken from a cold start
can use twice as much gas as one
longer multipurpose trip.

•Don’t haul unneeded items. An
extra 100 pounds in the trunk reduces
fuel economy by 1 to 2 percent.

“It’s easy to be alarmed by the
cost of gas, but when motorists
take a look at the big picture,
they’ll see that much of the in-
creased cost can be offset by
adjusting driving habits and imple-

menting a proactive vehicle pre-
ventative maintenance plan,” said
Rich White, executive director, Car
Care Council. “Fuel economy is
related to vehicle maintenance.

“A 20 cent increase in the price
of a gallon of gas results in
roughly $2 more per week the
average commuter must spend,”
continued White. “Simple, inex-
pensive maintenance and altering
the way you drive goes a long way
to offset soaring fuel prices, keep-
ing more money in your wallet.”

The Car Care Council is the
source of information for the “Be
Car Care Aware” consumer educa-
tion campaign, promoting the ben-
efits of regular vehicle care, main-
tenance and repair to consumers.
For a copy of the council’s “Car
Care Guide,” which is now avail-
able electronically, or for more
information, visit www.carcare.org.

Gas Prices: Don’t Panic, Get Perspective

Mindful driving and maintaining
your car can go a long way toward
keeping travel expenses down,
even when gas prices are up.

(NAPSA)—Experts say that
when thinking of constructing a
new playground, look for products
that encourage kids to exert
energy and increase physical
activity, such as the PlaySimple by
Playworld Systems, a manufac-
turer of play equipment for 40
years. To learn more, visit http://
playworldsystems.com/products/
product_lines/playsimple.

* * *
One of the most frequently asked

questions high school guidance
counselors hear is “How can I make
my college admissions application
stand out?” The SAT Subject Tests
can help students customize their
applications by providing colleges
and universities with an even more
complete picture of academic skills.

* * *
Tax preparation software solu-

tions like TaxACT eliminate the
guesswork. Answer simple ques-
tions to determine if you qualify,
and the program will complete the

tax forms and check your return for
errors.

* * *
Norton now offers Norton One,

a membership plan that will pro-
vide security across multiple plat-
forms and devices, with the assur-
ance that all devices are protected
with one simple, integrated solu-
tion. For more information, visit
https://one.norton.com.

Small-time gamblers who place a
small bet in order to prolong the
excitement of a game are called
“dead fish” by game operators
because the longer the playing
time, the greater the chances of
losing.

The term “blue chip” comes from
the color of the poker chip with
the highest value, blue.

(NAPSA)—Here’s news you may
find enlightening: You can now cre-
ate delightful desserts that are lower
in calories but highly tasty.

That’s because a major sugar
producer has introduced a new
light product that’s an all-natural
blend of pure cane sugar and ste-
via, with half the calories of sugar.
Pure cane sugar is blended with
naturally sweet stevia and a nat-
ural flavor to enhance the taste,
for a delicious light sweetener
with no artificial ingredients.

The tropical stevia plant has
been used for centuries as a zero-
calorie sweetener. It joins pure
cane sugar to create an excellent
sweetener—sweet taste and half
the calories of sugar.

Both Domino Light and C&H
Light come in two package sizes: a
40-count packet box, convenient
for quick, portion-control servings
for beverages or for sprinkling on
fruit or cereal, and a 2-lb. reseal-
able pouch.

It’s easy to convert recipes—
just replace each cup of sugar
with half a cup of the blend to
save 350 calories. One recipe you
may care to try is this:

Light Chocolate Pudding &
Whipped Cream

Pudding
1⁄4 cup plus 1 Tbsp. Domino
or C&H Light

1⁄4 cup unsweetened cocoa
powder

1⁄4 cup cornstarch
2 cups 1% milk
1 tsp. vanilla extract

Whipped Cream
1 cup heavy cream
1 to 2 Tbsp. Domino or C&H
Light

1⁄2 tsp. vanilla extract

In a small saucepan, whisk
together all dry ingredients.
Whisk in milk, 1⁄2 cup at a time,
until combined. Place over
medium heat and continue to
whisk until the pudding be-
comes thick and begins to
bubble. Remove from heat and
whisk in vanilla. Pour into
medium-sized bowl or individ-
ual serving bowls. Place a
piece of plastic wrap on the
surface to prevent a skin from
forming. Chill for at least 2
hours. Serve with fresh
whipped cream. Serves 4.
In a large bowl, whip cream

with an electric mixer on
medium speed until soft peaks
are just beginning to form.
Add Domino Light and vanilla;
increase speed slightly until
stiff peaks form.

You can find more baking tips
plus light and delicious recipes for
such delicious treats as a Mixed
Berry Almond Biscotti, Chocolate
Mocha Brownies, and Orange
Cream Smoothie at www.domino
sugar.com/light and www.chsugar.
com/light.

A LighterWayTo Enjoy Sweets

The proof of the pudding is in the
eating and this light but luscious
treat should prove pretty tasty.




