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(NAPSA)—No matter where
you live, there’s a chance that a
natural disaster could change
your life forever. In an earth-
quake, hurricane, tornado, flood
or other disaster, experts say
proper planning may increase
your chances of staying safe.

Be Prepared
First and foremost, FEMA and

the American Red Cross recom-
mend that households gather
emergency supplies that may be
needed during and after a disas-
ter. These supplies should be kept
in durable, easy-to-carry contain-
ers (such as plastic tubs with well-
fitting lids) in a readily accessible
place in your home to protect
them from the elements. At a min-
imum, here’s what FEMA and the
Red Cross say these kits should
include:

• Clean containers for water—
enough to carry five gallons per
person for three to five days—
such as shatter-resistant plastic
jugs and bottles.

• A two-week supply of easy-to-
prepare, nonperishable food in cans
or factory-sealed plastic contain-
ers—plus a nonelectric can opener.

• A first-aid kit and manual.
• A battery-powered radio,

flashlights and extra batteries—
also consider solar-powered or
hand-crank radios and lights.

• Sleeping bags or emergency
blankets (choose nylon or similar
easy-to-dry fabrics).

• Water-purifying supplies
such as chlorine or iodine tablets
or a plastic jug of unscented, ordi-
nary household chlorine bleach.

• Prescription medicines and
other medical necessities stored in
a plastic zipper bag.

• Disposable cleaning cloths.
• Essential documents such as

birth certificates, insurance infor-
mation, identification, and some
cash in a clear plastic zipper bag.

• Large plastic tarps, duct tape
and a basic tool kit for repairing
minor damage and keeping out
the elements.

• Water-resistant jackets or
plastic rain gear and a warm
change of clothing.

• An emergency kit for your
car with food, flares, booster
cables, maps, tools, a first-aid kit
and a fire extinguisher.

In addition to these supplies,
experts recommend meeting with
members of your household to
make emergency plans. Establish
a meeting point both inside and
outside your home, create a list of
emergency contacts and give
everyone in the household a task
to complete in the event of a disas-
ter or evacuation.

Plastics Make it Possible®

Plastics play an important role
in helping provide and protect
essential food and medical sup-
plies during an emergency. To find
out more about the role that plas-
tics play in health and safety
innovations, visit www.plastics
makeitpossible.com.

Disaster Preparedness Can Help Keep You Safe
In An Emergency

Emergency responders use
plenty of plastic products to help
protect equipment.

(NAPSA)—A new program
can help farmers protect their
yield potential and improve pro-
ductivity through effective weed
management.

A few species of weeds have
developed resistance to certain
herbicides. In response, Roundup
Ready PLUS™ Weed Manage-
ment Solutions can provide farm-
ers with a set of best manage-
ment recommendations to help
control these glyphosate-resis-
tant weeds, such as Palmer pig-
weed and tall waterhemp, where
they exist—and reduce the risk
of developing them where they
don’t.

“Farmers need to be proac-
tive—rather than reactive—when
it comes to managing herbicide-
tolerant weeds and preventing
their spread,” says Bill Johnson,
professor of weed science at Pur-
due University. “Be aware of the
weeds becoming more difficult to
control and go after your worst
weed problems with two modes of
action.”

The program also provides
financial incentives to support
farmers who purchase and use
qualifying residual herbicides in
their weed management program.
One Midwest farmer, Adam
Edwards, is using residual herbi-
cides in his corn and soybean
fields to help reduce the risk of
weed resistance that some neigh-
boring farmers are experiencing.

“Roundup Ready PLUS is a
good program, and we’re going to
continue participating without a
doubt,” Edwards says. “We feel
good knowing we are trying to
manage the spread of resistance,

and it’s nice to get that incentive
check as a thank-you for being
proactive.”

Mark Bauman, agronomy
marketing manager for Illinois ag
retailer M & M Service Company,
says demand for residual herbi-
cides from his farmer customers
has more than doubled. “Most
growers realize that residual her-
bicides have value, but it is an
expense they were not used to
having,” he explains. “This pro-
gram helps lower their per-acre
cost of using these herbicides.”

Monsanto Company developed
the program in partnership with
farmers, weed scientists and other
industry members. Recommenda-
tions emphasize incorporating
multiple mechanisms of action
with residual herbicides to pro-
vide effective pre- and post-herbi-
cide combinations to manage
these hard-to-control weeds.

Further Information
Visit www.roundupreadyplus.

com to learn more. Always follow
IRM, where applicable, grain
marketing and all other steward-
ship practices and pesticide label
directions.

Weed Management Program Can Help Farmers
Improve Crop Performance and Productivity

Using residual herbicides can
help farmers achieve better weed
control.

Roundup®, Roundup Ready® and Roundup Ready PLUS™ are trademarks of Monsanto
Technology LLC. ©2011 Monsanto Company.

(NAPSA)—As consumers spend
more time at home, the garage is
being rediscovered and trans-
formed into more than just a place
to park the car or an overflow
storage area.

It’s a versatile workspace that
can house the entire family’s hob-
bies and favorite things—from
tools and sports gear to toys and
gardening equipment.

All these items converging in
one place can add up to one big
mess. According to a survey from
the National Association of Profes-
sional Organizers, 50 percent of
homeowners say the garage is the
most disorganized place in their
house. The wide range of storage
needs and ever-changing daily
activities make the garage a com-
plicated space to keep organized.

To help take back the garage,
ClosetMaid® has developed eight
main Garage Zones™. This system-
atic, efficient method of organiz-
ing tackles clutter from the
ground up and provides a great
low-cost space reclamation to add
a sense of order to the home.

Put your garage to work by uti-
lizing every valuable and reachable
inch of space with heavy-duty
shelving or a freestanding storage
or work center. For example,
ClosetMaid offers do-it-yourself

installed products, such as Dimen-
sions® Cabinets, which can house
frequently used items including
auto fluids and tools. Strategically
place mowers and that larger-than-
life trash can along the wall for
maximum effectiveness.

Hooks, hang-ups and other
accessories keep equipment and
supplies off the ground but
always close at hand, so there’s
no wasting time looking for what
you need.

The upper shelving is excellent
for storing seasonal and infre-
quently used items such as the
Christmas tree, holiday decora-
tions, plant fertilizer and boxes of
“extra” parts.

Go-to tools should be within
arm’s reach on a waist-level shelf
or in a drawer, while activity
items should have a separate but
accessible space in the garage.

When space in the garage is
tight, keep boxes, motor oil and
other items tucked away from
view. These occasional items can
be pulled out when needed, leav-
ing plenty of open space for pos-
sessions like large toys (e.g., a
motorcycle) or sports equipment.

For more unique home storage
and organization solutions, visit
www.ClosetMaid.com or call (800)
874-0008.

The Garage: Control The Clutter
(NAPSA)—For many people,

warmer weather means it’s time for
family outings and outdoor sports.
It’s also the beginning of “snakebite
season.” Approximately 8,000 cases
of venomous snakebite and five to
six related deaths occur in the
United States each year. Venomous
snakebites can have other serious
consequences, including loss of a
finger or toe, if not treated
promptly. Victims of snakebite
should react calmly but swiftly and
seek medical attention.

Safety Tips
Fortunately, with a little prepa-

ration, it’s possible to reduce the
risk of snakebite and have a safer
and enjoyable time outdoors.

To help, here are some tips:
•First and foremost—leave

snakes alone. If you see one, move
away and avoid any temptation to
try to pick it up or have a closer
look. A good rule of thumb is to
stay out of a snake’s striking
range;

•When walking outdoors,
remain on pathways and stay out
of tall grass;

•Exercise caution when pick-
ing up tree logs or other items on
the ground where snakes can
hide.

Myths and Realities
Many myths and much misin-

formation exist about what to do if
bitten by a snake, including cut-
ting the skin; sucking the poison;
applying a tourniquet, bandage or
pressure; and using ice packs, all
of which may increase tissue dam-
age. Snakebite treatment is best
left to expert emergency medical
professionals.

Many emergency medical facili-
ties in bite-prone regions of the
country stock antivenom for North
American pit vipers, which
include rattlesnakes, copperheads

and water moccasins. Area resi-
dents or people traveling to
regions where snakes are common
may want to contact the local hos-
pital to inquire if the emergency
room keeps a supply of antivenom
in stock. Better safe than sorry,
especially for anyone who gar-
dens, hikes or spends a lot of time
outdoors.

Information about venomous
snakebite is also available from the
American Association of Poison
Control Centers. Dial 1-800-222-
1222 from anywhere in the United
States to connect with a local poi-
son control center 24/7. The call is
free and confidential and answered
by medical professionals.

According to Dr. Mark Ryan,
director of the Louisiana Poison
Center at Louisiana State Univer-
sity Health Sciences Center,
Shreveport, “Venomous snakebites
can result in intense pain,
swelling, damage to cells or tissue
at the injury site and beyond, sec-
ondary infection or even death.

“When dealing with poisonous
snakebites, patients need to get to
a medical facility that is prepared
to treat them as quickly as possi-
ble for the best outcome.”

Don’t Let Snakebite Season Get You Rattled

Forget what you have seen in the
movies. Snakebite treatment is
best left to expert emergency
medical professionals.

Keep Connected
(NAPSA)—Positive news for

those experiencing cancer, prema-
ture birth or serious illness and
the people who care for them:
Staying connected helps make
health journeys easier!

Patients say going online to
update family and friends about
their health condition positively
impacts their healing process.

That may be one reason half a
million people a day turn to a non-
profit that provides free websites
to share health news.

A personal CaringBridge web-
site helps patients and caregivers
communicate with family and
friends when juggling in-person
visits and phone calls with med-
ical appointments is challenging.
An online journal allows loved
ones to stay up to date before,
during or after a hospital stay.
Followers are notified whenever it
is updated and can post messages
of support and encouragement.
CaringBridge users find that
sharing experiences of coping with
health challenges with others
reduces feelings of isolation.

Create a free patient website
for yourself or a loved one:
www.caringbridge.org.

Social support helps when sick.

(NAPSA)—Getting a used car can
be a great way to save—if you know
what to look for. A free Carfax Vehicle
History Report can help. Learn more
at www.carfax.com.

* * *
The Kids Transportation Safety

Act requires that automakers
install backup cameras and
related video displays in all new
vehicles in the U.S. Gentex Corpo-
ration has a mirror-integrated dis-
play that exceeds all government
standards, responding in two sec-
onds or less. For more informa-
tion, visit www.gentex.com/ktsa.




