Put A Damper On Mold And Musty Odors

(NAPSA)—Musty odors coming
from the basement or crawlspace
are not only extremely unpleasant
but can be both dangerous and
expensive to correct if left
untreated.

Excess moisture is the most
common problem in basements
and crawlspaces—either coming
from outside or produced inside
the home by everyday activities.
Studies show that as much as 50
percent of the air in a home comes
from the basement or crawlspace.
In essence, whatever air is below
the house is also inside the house.
This can contribute to poor indoor
air quality and cause uncomfort-
ably high humidity levels. It may
lead to costly problems such as
cupping of hardwood floors, mold
growth, increased air conditioner
loads and swelling of millwork
and cabinetry. Millions of Ameri-
cans battle high humidity levels
in their homes.

If you store anything of value
in your basement or if you use
your basement as living space, it
is important to keep the moisture
levels low. Relative humidity lev-
els rising above 50 percent stimu-
late the growth of mold, mildew,
bacteria and other biological aller-
gens, which generate musty odors
and can aggravate allergies.

Several organizations, includ-
ing the Environmental Protection
Agency, American Lung Associa-
tion and American Medical Associ-
ation, recommend using dehumid-
ifiers to maintain humidity levels
of 60 percent or less in the home.

High-capacity dehumidifiers,
such as the ones from Santa Fe,
are the most energy efficient on
the market and are designed to
effectively operate in the cooler
temperatures of a basement or
crawlspace. The units help main-
tain the structural integrity of
your home, inhibit mold growth
and improve the indoor air quality

No matter how clean your home
is or its age, musty odors can be-
come a problem.

of your home by removing odor-
causing moisture.

“Humidity has been a constant
problem in our basement and my
fear was that if the humidity was
not addressed, that mold would
eventually develop,” said one
homeowner. “The small dehumidi-
fiers I had tried had almost no
impact. The Santa Fe took the
humidity from over 70 percent
down to 40 percent overnight.
This was absolutely amazing, as
our basement is 2,000 square feet
with separate rooms. It feels more
comfortable and smells better.”

The dehumidifier line features
an oversized moisture removal
coil, regenerative heat exchanger
and high-capacity fan, which let
the units remove two to three
times more moisture per kilowatt
of electricity than a conventional
dehumidifier. All Santa Fe dehu-
midifiers feature superior air fil-
tration, capturing allergens down
to 1 micron in size.

For more information on con-
trolling high humidity in base-
ments and crawlspaces, visit
www.DehumidifierSolutions.com.





