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(NAPSA)—Whether or not
global warming is one of your top
concerns, some of the latest rea-
sons for greening your home may
inspire you to design with more
eco-friendly materials in mind.

With more than 85 percent of
Rent.com survey respondents pre-
ferring to live in an eco-friendly
space, green design is conscien-
tious, economical and:

Stylish: Green doesn’t have to
mean boring.

“Whether in traditional, con-
temporary or transitional spaces,
green design reflects not only
practicality and versatility, but
beauty in its materials, making it
the perfect choice for today’s inte-
riors,” said Candice Olson, host of
HGTV’s “Divine Design” and
“Candice Tells All.”

In the search for sustainable
materials, more homeowners are
choosing materials such as cork.
The natural, reusable and recy-
clable material is durable,
warm, resi l ient , insulating,
hypoallergenic and comfortable.
It also offers an eco-chic design
aesthetic.

“Cork flooring is the ultimate
choice for style-savvy consumers
because of its exquisite design
possibilities, durability, reliability
and eco-friendly features,” said
Olson. “Using user-friendly web-
sites like www.realcorkfloors.com
can make choosing the right
design fun and frustration-free.”

Cork flooring can be used in
living rooms, kitchens, family or
entertainment rooms, bedrooms
and basements. It’s 100 percent
renewable, since harvesting the
outer bark of the cork oak tree
never results in a single tree

being cut down. According to the
World Wildlife Federation (WWF),
cork oak forests support one of the
highest levels of biodiversity
among forest habitats.

Helps to preserve our her-
itage: Why buy new furniture
when you can buy history?

According to Nigel Worboys of
Antiques Are Green, buying an-
tiques reduces landfill, carbon
emissions and consumption of new
goods from abroad, while helping
to preserve our heritage for future
generations.

Can save you money: Lots of
it, in fact.

The federal Energy Star tax
credit for 2011 is 30 percent of the
cost—up to $1,500—for the follow-
ing items: biomass stoves, heat-
ing, ventilating, air-conditioning
(HVAC), roofs (metal and asphalt),
water heaters (nonsolar), windows
and doors.

Great Reasons And Ways To Green Your Home

Attractive and eco friendly, cork
flooring comes in an array of
designer-inspired styles and col-
ors that create stunning yet
durable floor surfaces.

Faster Browsing
(NAPSA)—If your Internet

searches are taking too long, you
may not need to buy a new com-
puter. You may just need a way to
speed up your searches, especially
if you are a frequent traveler who
must rely on crowded Wi-Fi net-
works in coffeehouses, hotels and
at airports.

One way to speed your connec-
tion is to switch browsers. For
example, many travelers rely on
the Opera Web browser. The
browser ’s Opera Turbo feature

uses powerful servers to compress
Web pages, so less data is trans-
ferred over the network to your
PC. This means sites can get to
you faster.

Also, the browser does not com-
press secure pages, so banking
and shopping are safe.

The free browser has long been
known for its cutting-edge innova-
tion, pioneering most of the
features taken for granted in
browsers today. Already the
fastest browser available, it works
on PCs, Macs and Linux comput-
ers. Download the free Opera
browser from www.opera.com.

Speed up your Wi-Fi connection.

(NAPSA)—Though millions of
Americans have a sunroof in their
car, many are not aware of a
related product recall that could
affect them. Regardless of the
make or model of your car or
truck, your sunroof may be among
more than a quarter million that
are being recalled by Webasto, the
sunroof manufacturer, for poten-
tial glass debonding. Though only
a small percentage of vehicles
with sunroofs are affected by this
voluntary recall—less than 1 per-
cent—it poses a potential safety
hazard, so it is important for all
owners to do a simple check of
their sunroof to see if they need
the repair, which will be done at
no cost to them.

What Consumers Should Do
There is an easy way to deter-

mine if your sunroof is one of two
product lines affected by this recall.
The most recognizable components
of the sunroofs affected are the
switches and presence of a Webasto
logo on the sunshade handle.

• Hollandia 700/600 model:
Consumers should look at the
sunshade handle; if it says
“Webasto” and the serial number
is within the range of 6000000 to
6396298 it is covered under the
safety recall.

• Hollandia TVS 900 model:
This model has two tilt-up glass
panels with a black plastic bar
crossing the glass side to side. If
“Webasto” is embossed on the bar,
it is also covered under this safety
recall.

All details on how to identify
the sunroofs, including photos and
a video, are available on the recall
website www.sunroofcheck.com.
Step-by-step instructions on how
to arrange for a repair with
Webasto’s authorized installers
are also provided. It’s important to
know that car dealerships are not
administering this recall.

“We recognize that asking all
vehicle owners to check their sun-
roof may be an inconvenience, but
we believe this preventive action
is in the best interest of the pub-
lic,” said Mark Hickey, vice presi-
dent, Business Development,

Webasto Product North America.
“Though we are reaching out to
vehicle owners in other ways, we
want to take every step we can to
identify all vehicles that could
have an affected sunroof.”

About the Recall
Webasto filed its Defect Infor-

mation Report with the National
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration (NHTSA) stating that,
although rare, conditions existing
with the adhesive bond between
the glass and metal frame in cer-
tain Hollandia 700, 600 and TVS
900 series non-factory installed
sunroofs can increase the risk
that the sunroof glass panel may
completely debond from its frame.
Webasto reported to NHTSA that
the company was unaware of any
injuries on the day of filing.

The recall only involves non-
factory installed (aftermarket)
sunroof glass panels and does not
include the vast majority of
Webasto sunroofs that are
installed by auto manufacturers
during vehicle assembly at the
factory. However, the only way to
determine if your sunroof is non-
factory installed, even if you
bought your vehicle new from a
car dealer, is to do the inspection
as described above.

This recall affects 283,996 sun-
roofs in the United States. Work-
ing with NHTSA, Webasto is mov-
ing swiftly to contact affected
vehicle owners. In addition to the
dedicated website, customers can
also contact the Webasto Cus-
tomer Service Center at (888) 749-
8632 for more information or to
schedule a repair.

Car Owners Are Asked To Check Their Sunroofs

Consumers whose car has a sun-
roof are being asked to see if the
sunroof may be subject to a
recall and a free repair offer. (Hol-
landia 700/600 model pictured.)

(NAPSA)—The word “recipe” is
defined as “a formula or procedure
for doing or attaining something.”
This sounds simple if you want to
bake a cake. The recipe will tell
you what ingredients to buy, what
order to mix them in and how long
to bake them in the oven. When
the timer goes off, it’s time to sit
back and enjoy the rewards of
your labor.

Planning for retirement is like
baking a cake. The financial plan
is the recipe, your savings vehicles
are the ingredients and time is
your oven.

According to one of the largest
international surveys to poll work-
ers and retirees about their views
on numerous financial topics, AXA
Equitable’s Global Retirement
Reality Study, a lot of people are
baking for retirement. Americans
are among the top nationalities to
say that they have already started
their retirement planning. Among
U.S. workers, 72 percent said they
have started saving for retirement,
compared with a global average of
46 percent.

In addition, Americans are
starting younger than people in
other countries. U.S. workers are
among the youngest to say that
they have started to prepare for
retirement; the average age in the
U.S. is 31, compared with the
worldwide age of 34.

The Administration on Aging
reports that 39.6 million people in
the U.S. were 65 years or older in
2009, the latest year for which
data is available. They represented
12.9 percent of the U.S. population.

By 2030, there will be about
72.1 million older persons. Even
more startling is that the number
of people who live past 100 years
is increasing at 7 percent per year,
pushing the centenarian popula-
tion into the millions in the next
few years. This means you could
potentially be retired for close to
40 years.

In that case, perhaps you
should start baking now.

For more information on the
survey or regarding retirement,
visit the website www.axa-equi
table.com.

Recipe For Retirement: Mix Savings And Work
And Bake As Long As Possible

Proper retirement planning may
help you have your cake and eat
it, too.

James A. Garfield, 20th president of the United States, could write
in two different languages at the same time.

When a sea elephant gets angry, his nose fills with air, swells like a
balloon and forms a snout up to 20 inches long.

***
Function in disaster. Finish in style.

—Lucy Madeira
***

***
Freedom is man’s capacity to take a hand in his own development.
It is our capacity to mold ourselves.

—Rollo May
***

***
Tact is the ability to describe
others as they see themselves.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

***
Never tell people how to do
things. Tell them what to do and
they will surprise you with their
ingenuity.

—General George S. Patton
***

Among the more unusual fla-
vors of ice cream ever recorded
are avocado, garlic, jalapeño and
pumpkin.

***
Why has government been insti-
tuted at all? Because the pas-
sions of man will not conform
to the dictates of reason and jus-
tice without constraint.

—Alexander Hamilton
***




