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(NAPSA)—What’s old is new
again, at least when it comes to
home decor and entertaining
these days.
More and more Americans are

bringing out the old family china to
enjoy—and share—the warmth,
color and comfort of family values,
simpler times and a slower pace of
life. To bring about a feeling of nos-
talgia at your next family gathering
or dinner party, try these tips:
• Bring out family photo

albums and ask the older folks to
tell about the people and events
that are shown. Grandparents
generally enjoy reminiscing and
kids often love hearing about
what people did before there were
computers and video games. 
• Serve old-fashioned food.

Turn to grandma’s favorite recipes
or look up vintage cookbooks
online or at the library. 
• Set the dial to “then.” Play

popular songs from the past or
show DVDs of old favorite TV
shows or movies. 
• Set the table with charm-

ing, nostalgic dinnerware. One
example of a tried-and-true style
that’s been around for generations
is Fiesta Dinnerware, now cele-
brating 75 years of making its col-
orful iconic dishes. 
As one collector put it, “I feel

happy and closer to my grandpar-
ents knowing they ate off the
same dishes I am now using.”
Over its history, the dinner-

ware has become one of the most
popular patterns for gift givers
and at bridal registries. 
Designed by noted ceramist

Frederick Hurten Rhead, Fiesta
Dinnerware is The Homer Laughlin

China Company’s best-selling line.
It was introduced in 1936 and fea-
tures art deco styling and bold,
bright colors—14 at any given
time. Over the years, more than
50 pieces in 41 complementary
colors have been produced and
sold at hundreds of retail stores
throughout the country.
The line was discontinued in

1973 and reissued in 1986 to
mark its 50th anniversary. The
dinnerware has since become one
of the most collected china prod-
ucts in the world and prized for its
unmatched durability, distinctive
design and superior heat reten-
tion as well. 
• Learn more. For further

information, including where to
find new pieces to start or fill in a
dinnerware set, visit www.homer
laughlin.com or call (800) 452-
4462.

Nostalgia Makes A Comeback

The nostalgic charm of old family
dishes can still brighten tables
today.

(NAPSA)—Most kids today are
natural technophiles—gracefully
and enthusiastically adopting
technology into their everyday
lives. In fact, a recent study
showed that, on average, today’s
school-aged children are consum-
ing and using media about 7.5
hours a day. 
From first graders to high

schoolers, technology is not some-
thing children “turn on” after
school or on the weekends but is
now more than ever an integral
and organic addition to life. As
their children move seamlessly
from computer screens to video
games, many parents ask “What
is the appropriate level of ‘screen
time’ for my child?” 
It’s all a matter of balance.

According to Janeal Roberts, vice
president of education for Cham-
pions, a national provider of
online tutoring and before- and
after-school programs, “Technol-
ogy is a powerful tool that can and
should be adapted to education
and learning—in a way that is
appropriate and even more excit-
ing for your children.” In a con-
trolled environment, such as
under parent supervision or
within a classroom or after-school
program, technology lets parents
and teachers tap into the ways
children love to learn today. 
Today’s technology has amaz-

ing and productive applications in
education. The key for parents is
understanding how and when to
use technology to spur their
child’s interest in learning and
discovery.
Roberts suggests parents con-

sider the following guidelines for
bridging technology to education: 
• Designate computer time

with your child. Carve out 30 min-
utes or so to explore the Internet
together. Whether to conduct

research for a homework assign-
ment or to virtually explore far-off
locations, use the time to navigate
the World Wide Web together. 
• Encourage creativity. Take

photos from a weekend trip to the
zoo or museum or from the last
family vacation to create an e-
book or online slide show that you
can share with friends and family. 
• Explore the universe. Go

beyond the boundaries of planet
Earth with online applications
that allow you and your child to
learn about the sun, moon, stars
and more. For example, make a
map of the solar system or look up
satellite imagery, maps and three-
dimensional views from galaxies
in outer space. You can even go on
a “geocaching” adventure—an on -
line treasure hunt activity using
GPS technology. 
• Collaborate with your child’s

teachers. Talk to your child’s
teachers about what subjects are
currently being taught or those
that are forthcoming, so you and
your child can spend time re -
searching the topic and connect-
ing classroom learning with dis-
covery at home and out of school. 
• Visit sites associated with

national organizations. Organiza-
tions that focus on education,
research or nutrition often house

content-rich information on their
websites that appeal to children.
As an example, visiting NASA’s
website lets your child access the
Kids’ Club. At the USDA’s site,
children can learn about the food
pyramid through interactive
games. 
• Take an online class together

at your local library or community
center. This will let you and your
child learn together and help your
child see you as a student as well,
open to learning. 
• Look for learning-based on line

programs. To supplement class-
room time, look for online academic
enrichment programs, such as the
Champions Virtual Science Club
(www.discoverchampions.com),
which lets kids go on a virtual
archaeological dig, explore a sci-
ence laboratory and discover the
world of science.
With the growing presence of

technology—from video-sharing
sites to online learning pro-
grams—kids have even more
opportunities for constructive
discovery and creativity at their
fingertips. 
Parents and teachers are in the

midst of a significant shift in how
to inspire children. By looking at
technology as a powerful partner,
they have an opportunity to incor-
porate the tools that really inter-
est and excite kids into their
everyday learning. 
Instead of asking yourself

“How much technology is too
much?” consider the important
balance between uninspired
screen time and guided discovery
time. Whether it’s conducting
research for a homework assign-
ment, creating an e-book or shar-
ing the results of an online science
experiment, kids have the interest
and the motivation to learn
through technology. 

Keeping Up With Today’s High-Tech Kids 

Parents and children can learn
much and enjoy more when they
navigate the Web together.

(NAPSA)—The lilac print wall-
paper in your bedroom may not be
your style. And if your house is on
the market, that lilac print wallpa-
per is probably not your prospec-
tive buyer’s style either. Removing
wallpaper is easier than you may
think and has a big impact on a
home’s appearance. In fact, remov-
ing aging, sagging wallpaper is
one of the least expensive ways to
improve a home’s resale value and
shorten its time on the market,
according to a survey of real estate
appraisers. 
Follow this advice for “pain-

less” wallpaper removal in three
easy steps:

Step 1—Most wallpaper has
a waterproof surface, so it’s nec-
essary to score it so the wallpa-
per stripper can penetrate and
loosen the glue underneath. Use
a wallpaper scoring tool like
Zinsser PaperTiger®,  a palm-
held tool that perforates the
wallpaper without damaging the
wall. Move PaperTiger in a cir-
cular motion to make as many
holes as possible, using light
pressure. The more holes you
make, the faster and easier it
will be to remove the wallpaper. 

Step 2—Next, apply a wallpa-
per stripper like Zinsser DIF®

Quick Wallpaper Stripper, an envi-
ronmentally friendly wallpaper
stripper that removes wallpaper in
just two minutes. DIF Quick
loosens the glue underneath the
wallpaper to make wallpaper

removal quick and easy. Simply
spray the ready-to-use solution on
the scored paper starting at the
top and working your way down,
making sure the wallpaper is thor-
oughly wet. DIF® is also available
in a concentrated liquid, Ultra
Concentrate and Gel for tough
wallpaper removal projects. 

Step 3—Use a tool like the
Paper Scraper™ to remove the
loose wallpaper without surface
damage or hard work. If any glue
remains after the paper has been
removed, spray the area with
more stripping solution, wait a
few minutes and remove the glue
with the scraping tool or a sponge
and rinse with clean water. It
really is that easy! Before you
know it, you will have removed all
the wallpaper, and your room will
be ready for redecorating. 
For more project ideas and

product information, visit
www.zinsser.com.

Selling your home? Remove that old wallpaper.

Getting rid of old wallpaper may
be easier than you think.

(NAPSA)—As the cold weather
approaches, kids spend less time
outdoors burning off all that won-
derful energy. The change in
weather also means that everyone
—including you—spends more
time indoors. Don’t worry. There’s
an easy and inexpensive way to
turn any room into an environ-
ment that fosters your child’s
learning and creativity. 
Here are a few tips for creating

the perfect area for learning and
fun: 
• Inspire Creativity. When

turning up the creativity in a
child’s room, a good place to start
is the walls. Light blue (the color
of academics) or light pink or rose
are good colors to use, especially
for very active children who need
a calming environment to focus.
Before painting, apply three thin
coats of Rust-Oleum® Magnetic
Primer. It transforms any wall
into a surface that attracts mag-
nets, so kids can hang their
favorite photos, artwork or school
papers without tape or pushpins.
Add a few funky magnets but not
too many. Too much clutter can be
distracting and have a negative
impact on focus and creativity.
• Let Them Write on the

Walls (or doors or dresser draw-
ers). Educators recognize that giv-
ing kids a space to express their
creativity or just “think out loud”
is an important component of the
learning process. Instead of creat-
ing paper clutter or buying a
chalk or dry erase board, why not
paint a wall, door or dresser draw-
ers with Rust-Oleum® ChalkBoard
or Dry Erase Paint? ChalkBoard
Paint comes in black, green and a
tint base where you can choose
from fun colors such as Periwinkle

or Raspberry. Both ChalkBoard
and Dry Erase Paint can be
applied over existing paint and
instantly turn any surface into a
space for math problems, poetry
or homework assignments. It’s
also great for leaving messages or
subtle reminders, like “Time to
Clean Your Room.”
• Create a Space to Work.

You don’t have to spend a fortune
to give your child the perfect
workspace for studying and home-
work assignments. You can trans-
form a flea market desk—or
repurpose a table and chair you
already own—with a little spray
paint. Try Rust-Oleum® Ultra
Cover 2X and coordinate by spray
painting a bookcase, some picture
frames—even the bed’s head-
board—to add a little more color
to the room. The possibilities are
endless!
Need more inspiration? Visit

www.paintideas.com. It’s the des-
tination for inspiring decorating
ideas and creative projects for
every room in your home.

Create A Kids Room That Inspires Learning And Creativity

Redecorating a child’s room can
be easier and less expensive
than many parents realize.

***
Vulnerabilities, like being
embarrassed or risking love,
can be terrifying. I think we
should follow a simple rule: If
we can take the worst, take the
risk. 

—Dr. Joyce Brothers 
***

***
In the game of life it’s a good
idea to have a few early losses,
which relieves you of the pres-
sure of trying to maintain an
undefeated season. 

—Bill Vaughan 
***

***
We learn courageous action by
going forward whenever fear
urges us back. A little boy was
asked how he learned to skate.
“By getting up every time I fell
down,” he answered. 

—David Seabury 
***

***
The superior man makes the dif-
ficulty to be overcome his first
interest; success comes only
later. 

—Confucius 
***




