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(NAPSA)—A technology that
was developed for use in outer
space may now help zap dirt and
allergens in your home. 

It’s yet another case where
“rocket science” has come home to
improve life on earth. The technol-
ogy, an X-ray analyzer “gun” used
on Space Shuttle Discovery, has
been adapted to measure exactly
how much soil cleaning products
remove from carpet. 

That’s good news for homeown-
ers because this technology is
being used to keep today’s durable
stain-resistant rugs cleaner and
help them last even longer. 

Periodic Deep Cleaning 
Vacuums and wet-cleaning

equipment that you buy or rent
can remove loose soil, spots and
spills. But even with this type of
regular cleaning, soil builds up. 

Proper carpet care requires
periodic deep cleaning, preferably
every 12 to 18 months, to remove
trapped soil and residues, say
experts. Professionals using
portable extractors and equip-
ment mounted in service vans do
this type of cleaning. Your carpet
warranty may require such peri-
odic cleaning. 

Not all cleaning equipment and
solutions clean equally well. Inde-
pendent testing shows that vari-
ous cleaning detergents and spot
removers clean no better than
water. 

These cleaning products can
leave a sticky residue that
attracts soil back to the carpet,
degrading carpet appearance.
There are also vast differences in
the soil removal capability of car-
pet cleaning equipment, especially
extractors. 

Seal of Approval 
Fortunately, the X-ray fluores-

cence technology enhanced by
NASA has allowed the Carpet and
Rug Institute (CRI) to develop a
new Seal of Approval testing and
certification program for carpet
cleaning products. 

Only those products meeting
high performance standards
receive the bronze-, silver- or gold-
level Seal of Approval. This not
only helps customers recognize
quality products, but it also high-
lights the best methods for preserv-
ing the life and beauty of carpet. 

A full list of Seal of Approval
p r o d u c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s p o t
removers, pre-spray and in-tank
solutions, and deep-cleaning
extractors and systems, can be
found at www.carpet-rug.org. 

Carpet Cleaning Is Now Rocket Science

From deep space to deep clean-
ing, science designed for space
exploration is helping to keep
homes cleaner and allergy-free.
Carpet cleaning products with
the bronze, silver or gold Seal of
Approval will preserve the life
and beauty of carpet.

(NAPSA)—Bubble soap on the
carpet, cake on the couch and lit-
tle girls who’ve used each other as
finger paint canvases. What
you’re experiencing is the pint-
size version of the trendy club
scene: the aftermath of a child’s
birthday party.

Now it’s possible to capitalize on
the chaos while shoring up your
home’s defenses for the next hurri-
cane in party hats. A new “Search
for America’s Messiest Birthday
Party” contest offers parents the
chance to relive their most chaotic
birthday moments, with prizes
that include a kid-friendly room
facelift and other products to help
clean up after the wee masters of
disaster have stormed the house.

Bless This Mess
“Many parents look into hosting

their children’s parties outside of
the home—somewhere that han-
dles the set-up and, more impor-
tantly, the clean-up,” says New
York party planner Francesca
Abbracciamento. “But that will
increase the cost of the party.”

According to a Kelton Research
survey, many Americans agree
that an at-home party is worth the
cost savings. Nearly half (49 per-
cent) of survey respondents cite
the low cost of an at-home party as
a primary advantage—more than
any other factor. In addition, 64
percent of all respondents said
they would host more children’s
birthday parties at home if the
parties were less messy.

“By simply protecting your
home against major messes,” adds
Abbracciamento, “you and your
child can have a fun, creative
party experience in a more famil-
iar environment.”

The survey found that the age
of children isn’t that much of a
factor in the mess quotient: 32
percent of respondents feel that

toddlers (up to 4 years old) are
the messiest, while 33 percent
feel that children ages 5 to 9 are
the most likely culprits when
fruit juice is dumped into the
fish tank. Older kids aren’t above
reproach; 24 percent of respon-
dents say that teens and tweens
are the messiest.

How To Enter
To enter Scotchgard™ Protec-

tor’s “Search for America’s Messi-
est Birthday Party” contest, sim-
ply submit an entry form with a
photo of a messy child, 12 years
old or less, at a birthday party
and an essay of 20-100 words.
Entries should be submitted to:
Scotchgard Protector’s Search for
America’s Messiest Birthday
Party; c/o Cohn & Wolfe; 292
Madison Avenue; New York, NY
10017. Entries must be post-
marked by July 10 and received
by July 17, 2006. For official rules
or to download an entry form,
visit www.scotchgard.com.

Search For America’s Messiest Birthday Party

Cake, crafts and kids…Children’s
birthday parties often leave a big
mess for parents to clean.

(NAPSA)—When it comes to
glamour—whether you’re talking
about a room interior or a fashion
statement—it’s not about the
flash.

The juxtaposition of simple and
elaborate, mingled with an unex-
pected touch of extravagance, is
finding its way into Manhattan
lofts and Malibu Bauhaus beach
houses.

The note of glamour is added
with one statement piece, and
whether it’s a gilded Venetian
mirror or a spectacular leather
turquoise chaise in the center of
an all-white living room, that one
piece adds a little luxury to an
otherwise casual room setting. 

The name of this simple and
elegant glamour trend is “non-
chaluxe.”

It is best personified by the new
Hollywood—20-something stars
and starlets who mix $20 T-shirts
with $350 designer shoes and
wander the streets of Soho with
little kids in tow. It’s like wearing
“the little black dress” with one
amazing piece of jewelry.

“Glamour doesn’t have to be
over the top. One fantastic chair or
sofa placed in the midst of a quiet
retreat is a wonderful way to cele-
brate life. Our take on turquoise is
our interpretation of an amazing
piece of jewelry on our favorite
simple dress,” said Pasquale
Natuzzi, CEO and chief designer
of Natuzzi, manufacturer of sofas,
sectionals and chairs.

The chaise is covered in rich,
luscious turquoise leather so it
can be paired with the matching

occasional chair or complemented
by the company’s sectional sofa in
turquoise Tirelli fabric. 

Both the chair and sectional
are anchored in stunning, slender,
brushed metal legs for a lean
Grace Kelly-esque glamorous
appeal—simplicity with an ele-
gant, fashionable twist. 

You can place all these pieces
together or mix and match them
with tag sale items, or sparse,
starkly contrasting furnishings.
Whether choosing one elegant
piece—or a set—look for cutting-
edge design and superior Italian
craftsmanship, says Natuzzi, who
has been designing and manufac-
turing residential furniture since
1959 and has grown into a global
leader in the leather upholstery
business.

For more information, visit
www.natuzzi.com.

“Non-Chaluxe” Defines Glamour Without Glitz

There’s a winning nonchalance
to combining sumptuous furnish-
ings with pieces that starkly con-
trast them.

Keeping an Eye on
Your Vision

(NAPSA)—It’s a common sight
everywhere—baby boomers extend-
ing their arms and straining to
read menus and newspapers. While
this may be a normal part of aging,
other more serious eye diseases
often occur as we age; many with-
out noticeable symptoms.

Today, nearly one-third of
Americans over 40 have a vision
problem. And some of these vision
problems, like glaucoma or age-
related macular degeneration, can
cause permanent vision loss if left
undetected. What’s more, the
number of blind or visually
impaired Americans is expected to
double by the year 2020 as baby
boomers age.  

“It’s important for adults to
visit an eye doctor if they notice
any change in their vision, espe-
cially if they are over 40 years of
age,” said ophthalmologist Elaine
G. Hathaway, M.D. “Some sight-
threatening conditions have no
early warning signs and can only
be detected through an eye exam.” 

Undetected vision problems
often lead to a loss of indepen-
dence, preventing Americans from
driving, engaging in their favorite
hobbies, reading and even per-
forming chores around the house.
The good news is that an eye
exam can detect many sight-
threatening conditions before
vision loss occurs.

The Vision Council of America
recommends that Americans 40
and older receive regular eye
exams to ensure good vision and
overall health. Make sure to talk to
your eye doctor if you experience
any of the following symptoms: 

•Cloudy or blurry vision 
•Colors that seem faded 
•Poor night vision 
•Double or multiple vision 
•Loss of peripheral vision
To learn more about safeguard-

ing your vision, visit www.check
yearly.com.

(NAPSA)—It’s only natural
that homeowners should look for
natural materials when choosing
furniture for the garden, and
durable, beautiful teak is an
increasingly popular choice.

It’s not just teak’s good looks
that have made it a favorite choice
for outdoor furniture and acces-
sories. Teak is one of the most
durable woods known to man. The
life span of furniture made from
other types of wood such as cedar,
redwood and pine pales in com-
parison to the 75 to 100 years that
teak has been reported to last. 

Additionally, these types of
wood need to be treated with a
preservative if you want them to
last a few seasons. With high-
quality teak furniture, there’s no
need to worry about varnishing or
sanding the furniture to make it
look good and hold up. It only
needs to be washed annually to
remove sap, pollen and mildew. 

Those who prefer the look of
teak in its original golden brown
state rather than the silvery grey
that outdoor teak becomes as it
ages will need to clean their furni-
ture more rigorously with special-
ized teak cleaners. 

Others may consider oiling,
varnishing or sealing their teak
furniture if they plan to use it
indoors.

It’s important to note that
there are differences in quality
within the family of teak wood.
Here are some tips from Jeremy
Smith, president of Wood Classics,

a New York-based manufacturer
of fine teak furnishings:

• Make sure that the furniture
you are looking at is genuine teak,
not those promoted as “teak-like”
or “as good as teak.”

• Consider the grade of teak
and the construction methods
used to produce the product. Is
your furniture free of sap, pits,
and open knots? Are screw holes
recessed and pegged to prevent
rust and staining? If so, you have
a quality product.

• Next, consider style, which
has expanded significantly from
the traditional Adirondack style
many people associate with teak.
You can now get teak couches and
chairs and loveseats that recline.
Teak furniture can also be cus-
tomized with matching pillows. 

To learn more about teak furni-
ture, visit www.woodclassics.com.

Defining The Enduring Elegance Of Teak

Teak furniture lasts up to 100
years, far outpacing the durabil-
ity of furniture made from cedar,
redwood and pine.

***
Dogs come when they’re called;
cats take a message and get
back to you later. 

—Mary Bly
***

***
It is not the employer who pays
the wages. He only handles the
money. It is the product that
pays the wages.

—Henry Ford
***

***
Perpetual devotion to what a
man calls his business is only
to be sustained by perpetual
neglect of many other things.

—Robert Louis Stevenson
***




