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(NAPSA)—A growing number
of homes, even modest ones, now
have custom closets with storage
and style. These impressive stor-
age spaces offer homeowners a
way to organize their homes, sim-
plify their lives and save a pre-
cious commodity: time.

“The more we live, the more
stuff we accumulate,” said Anthony
Vidergauz, CEO of California
Closets. “Our systems organize
the objects we save from life’s
journeys.”

After helping to organize cus-
tomers’ treasures—and lives—for
more than 20 years, the company
has grown into an estimated $175
million industry leader with more
than 150 locations in 11 countries.
Its product line has extended well
beyond bedroom closets to include
home office systems, pantries,
garages and general utility areas. 

The backbone of these utility
systems is particleboard. Each
year, the company purchases
about 175 million square feet of
composite panels that are fabri-
cated into partitions, shelves,
drawers and other components.

Less expensive than other panel
products, particleboard provides
excellent holding properties. Hard-
ware screws, for example, can be
firmly secured into it. Panels with
a smooth surface help ensure con-
sistent lamination and machinabil-
ity for the company’s fabricators.
Recent improvements in particle-
board have made it stronger and
dimensionally stable.

“You can’t even compare it to
what was being produced 10 to
15 years ago,” said Luiz Panchi-
hak, director of design. To make
sure the composite panels sur-
pass structural expectations, the

company has an engineer right
in the design department and it
regularly consults a materials
specialist.

While particleboard provides
the structure of the closet prod-
ucts, thermo-fused melamine and
high-pressure laminates help cre-
ate the clean look that has become
the company’s trademark. 

The company recently intro-
duced a color called “Quiet,” which
infuses light gray and silver flecks
into an off-white background. It
has become a favorite alongside
Classic White, the company’s most
popular color option.

A palette of about seven color
choices—from very light to very
dark—is in the works. 

With increased strength and a
growing palette of fashionable col-
ors, particleboard is helping Cali-
fornia Closets stay ahead of the
market.

For more information, contact
the Composite Panel Association
(CPA) at www.pbmdf.com.

When Off The Rack Won’t Do

Today’s particleboard is excep-
tionally strong and durable,
plus it is made from recycled
wood waste, which benefits the
environment.

(NAPSA)—More than 19 mil-
lion American households can
reduce their risk of home fire
fatalities by fixing their non-
working smoke alarms. While
smoke alarms are present in 95
percent of American homes, 20
percent do not work because of
worn or missing batteries. 

There’s a simple lifesaving habit
families can adopt that will help to
more than double the chance of
preventing home fire fatalities—
when you change your clocks back
to standard time, use the extra
hour to change the battery in your
smoke alarm. Change Your Clock
Change Your Battery® is the impor-
tant message that Energizer® Max®

brand Batteries, the International
Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC)
and more than 5,800 fire depart-
ments nationwide are bringing to
American families. 

According to Chief William
Killen, president of the IAFC,
most home fire fatalities occur
between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m., when
most families are sleeping. “Chil-
dren and senior citizens are most
at risk. In fact, more than 1,000
children each year lose their lives
in home fires. A smoke alarm can
give them the extra seconds they
need to safely escape, but that’s
only if the smoke alarm is work-
ing. That’s why smoke alarm
maintenance is a simple yet
essential way to reduce home fire
deaths,” Killen says. 

This year, use the extra hour to
make fire safety a priority by fol-
lowing these few simple steps:

• Replace your smoke alarm
batteries and make sure the
smoke alarm in your home is
working. This step is significant,
because approximately 80 percent

of fire fatalities in the United
States result from fires in homes
without working smoke alarms. A
working smoke alarm provides an
early warning, giving families
critical extra seconds to escape.

• Plan, discuss and practice a
fire escape route with your family.
This is crucial, since it is estimated
that only 25 percent of American
families have such a plan in place.

• Keep matches, lighters and
other fire-starting materials away
from children.

• Place space heaters and other
portable heaters three feet away
from anything that can burn. Make
sure heaters are turned off when
leaving the room or going to sleep.

Through the Change Your Clock
Change Your Battery program,
Energizer has donated more than
two million nine-volt batteries to

reach those most at risk: children,
senior citizens and families in com-
munities nationwide.

The IAFC is a nonprofit associ-
ation representing more than
12,000 chief fire officers and emer-
gency services leaders worldwide.
Its members are the world’s lead-
ing experts in fire-fighting, emer-
gency medical services, terrorism
response, hazardous materials
spills, natural disasters, search
and rescue, and public safety leg-
islation. The organization champi-
ons fire safety and prevention
through efforts such as Change
Your Clock Change Your Battery.

Energizer Holdings, Inc., is one
of the world’s largest manufactur-
ers of primary batteries and flash-
lights and a global leader in the
dynamic business of providing
portable power. 

A Simple Lifesaving Reminder To Change Your
Smoke Alarm Batteries When You Change Your Clocks

(NAPSA)—Santa is looking for
the perfect Real Christmas Tree.

While artificial trees are made
from non-biodegradable metals
and plastics, Real Christmas trees
are a benefit to the environment
from the time they are planted
until after the holiday season,
when they can be recycled.

While they’re growing, tradi-
tional Real Christmas trees sup-
port life by absorbing carbon
dioxide and other gases and emit-
ting fresh oxygen. The North
American farms that grow
Christmas trees stabilize soil,
protect water supplies and pro-
vide refuge for wildlife while cre-
ating scenic greenbelts.

In fact, some communities use
Christmas trees to make effective
sand and soil erosion barriers,
especially at beaches and on river-
beds. Sunk into private fish ponds,
trees make excellent refuge and
feeding areas for fish.

Among the homes that have a
traditional Real Christmas tree
is one of the country’s best-
known: the White House. The
famous Rockefeller Center tree
in New York City is also a nat-
ural tree.

The practice of using a living
tree to celebrate the holidays is
gaining in popularity.  

Now kids ages 6 to 18 have a
chance to show off their family
trees—and maybe win a great
prize. Prizes in the National
Christmas Tree Association 2005
essay contest include:

• $5,000 or $10,000 scholarships 
• All-expenses paid trips for

four to Orlando, Fla.
• And many other exciting

prizes
To enter, simply get an entry

form, take a picture of your family
tree and explain in 300 words or
less why yours is the perfect Real
Christmas tree.

The contest begins November
1, and all entries must be received
by December 31. For more infor-
mation, official rules or an entry
form, visit www.realchristmas
trees.org.

Help Santa Find The Perfect Real Christmas Tree

Grand prize winner Dana Brittany
Smith and her family from
Greensboro, N.C.

(NAPSA)—Have you ever heard
that the color of your car influences
how much it costs to insure it, or
that Comprehensive coverage pro-
tects drivers in all situations because,
after all, it’s “comprehensive?” If
you’re like many of the respondents
to a recent survey, you accept these
common car insurance myths as
truths. 

The online survey of 1,000 driv-
ers was conducted by Drive Insur-
ance from Progressive, the largest
writer of personal auto, motorcycle,
recreational vehicle and boat
insurance through independent
insurance agencies in the U.S.

Before you make decisions
regarding your auto insurance
policy, check out these survey
findings along with the facts
behind each:

• Don’t decide on the color of
your car thinking that it’s going
to help you save money on your
insurance. Twenty-five percent of
drivers surveyed mistakenly
believe that the color of their car
affects their auto insurance rate
when in fact, it doesn’t. Informa-
tion that is used to price policies
includes the vehicle’s year, make,
model, body type and engine size,
as well as information about you.

• Know what you’re buying.
Almost half of drivers surveyed
(48 percent) wrongly believe their
car insurance policy’s Comprehen-
sive coverage protects them in all
situations. Comprehensive cover-
age is just one type of protection
available on an auto insurance
policy (others being Collision,
Uninsured Motorist, etc.) and it
pays only for damage caused by
an event other than a collision,

such as fire, theft or vandalism. It
also covers weather-related (e.g.,
hail, flood) damage, damage
caused if a vehicle collides with an
animal and it can provide a rental
car if a vehicle is stolen.

• Be sure to get quotes on auto
and homeowners policies from
separate companies, because
“bundling” is not always the best
option. The majority of drivers
surveyed (51 percent) say they’ll
always get a better rate if they
“bundle” their insurance; i.e., buy
their car insurance policy from the
same company that insures their
home. Just because you buy more
than one product from the same
insurance company doesn’t always
mean you are getting the best rate
available. In many cases an inde-
pendent agent or broker can
uncover savings by creating a cus-
tom insurance package with poli-
cies from competing insurance
carriers. 

You can find an independent
insurance agent or broker by look-
ing in the Yellow Pages or by visit-
ing driveinsurance.com and using
the “Find an Agent” tool.

Auto Insurance 101: What Affects Rates? 
Deciphering Fact From Fiction

True or False? A vehicle’s make
and model affect the price of car
insurance? Answer: True.

***
Time cools, time clarifies; no
mood can be maintained quite
unaltered through the course
of hours.

—Mark Twain
***

***
Because things are the way they
are, things will not stay the way
they are.

—Bertolt Brecht
***

***
Take time to deliberate, but
when the time for action has
arrived, stop thinking and go
in.

—Napoleon Bonaparte
***

***
The family is the country of the
heart.

—Giuseppe Mazzini
***




