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(NAPSA)—From “Oprah” to
“Trading Spaces” and “Queer Eye
for the Straight Guy,” home
makeovers are hotter than ever.
But how do you get a designer
home makeover without the cou-
ture price tags? 

Well-known and talented
designer Todd Oldham, who once
dressed the likes of Susan Saran-
don and Julia Roberts, has now
made the leap from the runway to
the living room to create Todd Old-
ham by La-Z-Boy. The distinctive,
stylish collection combines fashion
with function and features furnish-
ings for the living and family
rooms, including sofas, chairs, cof-
fee tables, lamps, rugs, accessories
and, of course, a reclining chair.

“I wanted to create furniture
pieces that were basically person-
ality amplifiers,” said Oldham.
“Everything is stylish and func-
tional. We also created pieces that
were very versatile, that can
change as customers redecorate
their rooms or evolve their deco-
rating styles.”

Highlights of the new collection
include: 

Upholstery
The “Snap” sofa can be instantly

transformed into a bench, settee or
chaise, the “Viva” sectional, made
up of corner, straight and curved
pieces can be arranged in any
shape imaginable, and the “Toybox”
ottoman features a wooden base
combined with an upholstered pil-
low top that lifts for storage and
includes a removable molded inte-
rior rack for movies and CDs. 

Occasional Pieces 
And Accessories

In addition to the upholstered
offerings, the Todd Oldham by La-
Z-Boy collection also boasts coor-

dinating tables and entertainment
cabinets in wood with metal
accents, along with a variety of
rugs and accessories, including
pillows, lamps and mirrors.

Fabrics, Fabrics, Fabrics
Still, the star of the collection

has to be the fabrics. With more
than 150 textiles, ranging from
animal prints and geometrics to
wood looks and tweeds, retailers
and consumers alike are sure to
be impressed by the durability
and the variety of choices in both
color and pattern.

“With this collection we wanted
to give people the tools and confi-
dence to cultivate their own indi-
vidual styles at an affordable
price,” said Oldham. “It is a great
trick when you can make some-
thing look twice as expensive as it
really is.” 

Known for his forward-think-
ing design philosophy of combin-
ing style, comfort, durability and

accessibility, Oldham has spent
the last 20 years designing fash-
ion, fashion accessories, living
spaces and products for the
home. Focusing on fun yet func-
tional designs, he created the
Home [Room] collection for Tar-
get® and The Hotel in Miami. In
addition, he has hosted shows on
MTV, including “House of Style”
and “Crib Crashers,” and appears
regularly on NBC’s “The Today
Show.” 

The Todd Oldham by La-Z-Boy
collection marks the second collab-
oration between the two home
products powerhouses. In 2002,
Oldham was one of seven fashion
designers involved in the La-Z-
Boy “Designer Recliner” program,
which raised nearly $60,000 for
homeless people living with
HIV/AIDS. 

For more information on this
collection and other products from
La-Z-Boy, visit www.lazboy.com.

Designer Collection Combines Fashion With Function

The “Snap” sofa can easily be changed into a bench, settee or chaise.

(NAPSA)—In the quest to get
cheap prescription medicines, more
and more Americans are turning to
the Internet, which could have
dangerous consequences.

There are thousands of online
drug sellers and more are opening
up shop every month. You may be
surprised to learn, however, that
fewer than 20 are certified by the
National Association of Boards of
Pharmacy (NABP). The rest face
no scrutiny and offer no guarantee
that their products are helpful or
even safe.

And if you do buy medicine
online, consult your doctor and
look for the NABP Verified Inter-
net Pharmacy Practice Sites
(VIPPS) seal of safety and quality
on the Web site.

While some prescription drugs
can be found online from foreign
sources at less cost, the safety
risks outweigh the benefits. These
prescription drugs may not be
identical versions of U.S. drugs
and, even worse, many foreign
drugs circumvent inspection, safe
handling, labeling and other U.S.
safety requirements.

Indeed, even the Canadian gov-
ernment has explicitly stated that
it does not inspect prescription
drugs passing through Canada on
their way to the United States.
That means that dealers getting
drugs from unapproved, unregu-
lated and unsafe sources can eas-
ily use Canada as a pass-through
for counterfeit medicines. And
many Web sites that display the
Canadian flag are not even based
in Canada—they exist in the
shadowy international market-
place without any regulation.

An imported prescription drug
may be an imitation manufac-

tured under far less rigorous con-
ditions than here in the United
States, so the medicine may not
have the consistency of purity or
strength you rely on as a patient.
It may have no active ingredients
or even have toxic effects.

Buying foreign medicines on-
line is not only risky, but also ille-
gal. This is why many Americans
are writing to Congress urging
them not only to reject prescrip-
tion drug importation, but to close
the existing loopholes that allow
counterfeits into our safe system.
Anyone can write, on either side of
this issue, to the U.S. Senate,
Washington, D.C. 20510 and the
U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, D.C. 20515. 

In addition, if you determine or
suspect any prescription drugs of
being counterfeit, you should alert
your doctor or pharmacist, who
can call the Food and Drug
Administration Medwatch pro-
gram at 1-800-FDA-1088.

For more information about
keeping our medicine supply safe,
visit www.safemedicines.org.

Online Pharmacies:The Real Story

Medicines purchased online from
non state-licensed pharmacies
could be counterfeit.

(NAPSA)—If you love automo-
biles, you have lots of company.
More and more Americans are
willing to drive hundreds, even
thousands, of  miles to rally
around certain makes and mod-
els of automobiles. It started
with a bike rally. Then came the
Saturn Homecoming and the
Jeep Jamboree.

The proof is in the numbers: last
year, 450,000 people attended the
Harley-Davidson Black Hills Rally
in Sturgis, S.D., and an impressive
38,000 Saturn owners flocked to
the first “homecoming” in 1994.

What ’s behind the growing
trend of national rallies?

Robb Wing, co-founder of FOK-
ISD, a Ford Super Duty truck club
in Cincinnati that draws members
from three states, explains, “For a
lot of guys, their vehicle is an
extension of who they are. Going
to a rally gives them a chance to
meet other people who are just
like them.”

A new rally centers around the
biggest trucks around: diesel-pow-
ered Ford Super Duty pickups.
The three best-selling vehicles in
2003 were pickup trucks, accord-
ing to auto analyst J.D. Power
and Associates, making up more
than half of all vehicles sold last
year, with Ford F-Series pickups
continuing their run as the best-
selling trucks for the past 25
years.

“Why is one vehicle more popu-
lar than another? It has to do with
a lot of things,” said Wing.
“Styling is big. But so is power.
When you have a vehicle that
combines both and a manufac-
turer that shows it cares about its
drivers, you’re bound to build a
cult following.”

This year, Wing’s enthusiastic
club has teamed with Interna-
tional Truck and Engine Corpora-
tion to host a national rally for
owners of Ford pickups powered
by the Power Stroke diesel, which
International designs and manu-
factures exclusively for Ford. The
“Power Fest” rally will be held in
Indianapolis this August to cele-
brate the 10th anniversary of the
engine sold in two out of every
three Super Duty trucks.

According to Wing, “It’s going
to be huge. We’re planning plant
tours, a poker run and the whole

event will take place during the
year ’s big Indianapolis NASCAR
racing weekend. We’ve had diesel
rallies on our own but working
with the manufacturer gives us
even more planning power.”

For automakers, rallies offer
benefits as well, providing oppor-
tunities to interact directly with
customers. Manufacturers use
events to learn what vehicle own-
ers think about the current prod-
uct, how they use their vehicles
for work and play and how it fits
in with their lifestyle. All of this
information is used to design bet-
ter vehicles in the future. 

To feed enthusiasts’ hunger for
information and passion for modi-
fying their vehicles, rallies often
feature manufacturer representa-
tives who talk about vehicle diag-
nostics and vendors to sell acces-
sories from bug shields to
stainless exhausts. Fans who
attend rallies can also expect
sneak previews of new models and
exclusive test-drives.

“I love going to rallies,” said Ford
truck owner Rick Weissmann, who
traveled 500 miles to attend a diesel
truck rally in upstate New York. “I
feel like the company really cares
about me. And it’s great to meet
other people and talk about what
they’re doing to their trucks.”

For information about the Ford
Super Duty truck rally, visit
www.PowerFestRally.com. 

Americans Rally Behind Their Favorite Auto Brands

KEEP ON TRUCKING—The latest
trend in auto rallies includes
trucks. (NAPSA)—In the 1980s, Andrea

Jaeger was a tennis phenomenon,
but despite her success on the
courts, Jaeger knew that tenis was
merely the platform to her real
calling in life: to help children in
unfortunate circumstances. Jaeger
tells the story of her journey in her
stirring autobiography, First Ser-
vice: Following God’s Calling and
Finding Life’s Purpose (HCI Books,
$21.95). When a career-ending
injury at the age of 19 set Jaeger
on the path to helping children on
a full-time basis, she gave the
earnings that would have secured
her retirement to co-found The Sil-
ver Lining Foundation, benefiting
children with cancer. To learn
more, visit www.hcibooks.com.

Landscapes that help restore
the natural balance and provide all
the right elements for wildlife to
thrive can deliver both beauty and
function. The National Wildlife
Federation (NWF) has teamed up

with book publisher Creative
Homeowner to publish the most
comprehensive guide to date on
gardening for wildlife. It even
shows how to have a property offi-
cially certified by NWF as a Back-
yard Wildlife Habitate™ site. Each
chapter of   is chock full of practical
how-to information and colorful
photographs to make any yard a
wildlife refuge and a welcoming
retreat for its owner.
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