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(NAPSA)—The next time
you’re contemplating buying a
new car, give extra attention to
the optional safety features avail-
able and consider this story of
how they saved one man’s life.

The man is David Cook. He’s
Director of Quality for a company
that supplies safety restraints to
automobile manufacturers. So,
when choosing his own car, he
made sure it included the most
advanced and essential safety
systems.

“I made sure that my new vehi-
cle had three critical items:

• Side Curtain Airbags,
• Anti-Whiplash Seat system,
• Pretensioning Seatbelts,”

stated Cook.
On December 3, 2002, these

devices would save his life. 
There were four to five inches

of snow on the ground and the
edges of the divided highway were
piled up with plowed snow and
ice. Suddenly, a large tractor-
trailer rig crossed the divided
median and jackknifed as it came
barreling towards David’s car. 

The trailer’s rear wheels hit the
side of the car. The front wheels
rolled over the top of the car, shat-
tering the sunroof and spewing glass
down on Cook. Then the second set
of tires rolled over the car and Cook’s
legs. His car then rolled over twice. 

His left leg was severely injured
and he was trapped. Emergency
workers—who took over an hour to
free him—were amazed he had sur-
vived at all. His leg injuries required
rehabilitation, but he had no back,
neck or head injuries and not a mark
on his face. 

Cook believes he survived
because, first, the side-curtain
airbag fully protected his head as
the truck struck the side of his car.
Side-Curtain Airbags drop down
from the vehicle’s roof just above
the side windows and inflate in
milliseconds to provide a cushion
along the side of the interior. 

Secondly, the Anti-Whiplash
Seat did its job. The force of the
collision caused the seatback to
deform backwards and allow Cook
to lie flat on his back. The roof
ended up just inches from his
nose.

“The Side-Curtain Airbag and
Anti-Whiplash Seat were the fea-
tures that saved my life,” Cook
declares. 

Cook says everyone has to edu-
cate themselves on the equipment
in vehicles if they want to be pro-
tected. “I would be a big advocate
of the government making side-
curtain airbags mandatory,” he
declares. 

“A vast majority of people are
just not aware that they can sig-
nificantly enhance their own per-
sonal safety by getting optional
safety equipment. A typical

dealer’s lot usually has a portion
of their vehicles with these critical
safety items,” added Cook.

Five years ago, David Cook
would not have survived his acci-
dent. The technology wasn’t avail-
able yet. 

“I’m glad to be here,” Cook
reflects. “I honestly did think my
life was over.” 

ROAD TO SAFETY
Optional Safety Features Can Save Your Life

Safety is no accident when you choose the latest safety technology,
one expert found.

(NAPSA)—Forget lugging heavy
wallpaper pattern books to and from
the store! Without leaving the house,
do-it-yourselfers can get an extra
dose of creative inspiration when
they visit www.swdecorating.com.
The new Web site from the home
décor experts at Sherwin-Williams
makes easy work of reviewing and
ordering wallcoverings, while help-
ing to spur ideas and imagination. 

Featuring more than 100,000
wallcovering and border patterns
pre-selected by Sherwin-Williams
color and design experts, www.sw
decorating.com ensures do-it-your-
selfers the fast track to all the hot
new looks. Look for popular color
trends and six of today’s most
exciting decorating trends to be
heavily represented among the
color and pattern selections: 

1) The emergence of spring in
romantic floral bouquet or single
flower themes, featuring fresh col-
ors such as blues infused with
teal, and lovely pastels; 2) A con-
tinuation of the island look, repre-
sented by rich, tropical prints and
natural textures; 3) The rise of
richly embellished borders that
coordinate with lampshades, pil-
lows and table linens, including
heavy accents such as beading,
sequins, embroidery, and other
trims; 4) An emphasis on patina
and sheen through subtle metallic
hints from gold, silver and copper
to every shade in between; 5) Tex-
ture and layer effects such as
crushed velvet, seersucker, silk
and leather, achieved through
printed wallcoverings that offer
faux effects; and 6) Americana
themes represented through
charming folk art patterns or even
retro ‘50s and ‘60s looks.

Patterns, Prices, Service
Need help searching for the

ideal pattern? At www.swdecorat
ing.com, whether your style is
contemporary, designer or tradi-
tional—or somewhere in between
—it’s easy to find the look you’ll
love. Narrow your search to a spe-
cific style, color, subject or theme,
or just indulge your aesthetic
fancy by browsing through the
deep assortment of options until
you find the wallcovering that’s
perfect for your project. 

Once you know what you want,
order samples for a closer look. To
make decorating decisions easier,
home décor tips and paint and
color information from Sherwin-
Williams all are linked to www.sw
decorating.com. 

All the Extras, PDQ
With free ground shipping and a

low-price guarantee that promises
to meet the price of any competitor
within 30 days after purchase, shop-
ping online at www.swdecorat-
ing.com is fun, easy and cost-effec-
tive. Even better, it’s fast: most orders
ship within three business days, so
you’ll be able to get your project
underway quickly. 

Sherwin-Williams is the nation’s
largest retailer of paint, stains,
coatings, wallcoverings and associ-
ated supplies and sundry items.
With more than 2,600 stores in
North America, the company is
dedicated to supporting the do-it-
yourself consumer with specialized
products, superior technical knowl-
edge and one-on-one, personalized
service that’s focused on the do-it-
yourselfer’s unique project needs.
Sherwin-Williams brand-name
products can only be found at Sher-
win-Williams stores; call 1-800-4-
SHERWIN (1-800-474-3794) for the
nearest location. And, visit Sher-
win-Williams on the World Wide
Web at www.sherwin-williams.com.

Online Wallpaper Store From Sherwin-Williams
Puts The New Looks At Your Fingertips 

(NAPSA)—Turquoise is one of
the world’s most ancient gem-
stones. Archaeological excavations
have revealed that Egyptian roy-
alty wore turquoise jewelry as
early as 5500 B.C. Chinese arti-
sans were carving it more than
3,000 years ago. Native American
tribes have worn turquoise as a
ceremonial gem and adorned their
jewelry and amulets with it for
thousands of years. Yet this
appealing bluish gem maintains
its charm, even today, as a favored
accessory worldwide. Celebrities
including Cher, Jennifer Lopez,
Macy Gray, Jennifer Love Hewitt,
and Lenny Kravitz have all been
spotted wearing this timeless
jewel.

The Gemological Institute of
America’s (GIA) world-renowned
education teaches that turquoise
most likely first arrived in Europe
around the thirteenth century
from Turkish sources. Deriving its
name from the French expression
pierre tourques , or “Turkish
stone,” turquoise is mined world-
wide, including Egypt, China, and
the U.S. Turquoise is the present-
day December birthstone, and is
designated as the 11th wedding
anniversary gift.

The Egyptians believed that
turquoise possessed magical
properties in that it could thwart
misfortune and heal a variety of
ailments. The national gem of
Tibet, turquoise has long been
considered to bestow health and
good luck. The Apaches thought
that turquoise attached to a bow
or firearm increased the accuracy
of a hunter or warrior.

The gem’s color ranges from
light to medium blue or greenish-
blue and is usually opaque. Spi-
derweb turquoise—a popular vari-
ation—displays veins of matrix
(its host rock) in web-like pat-
terns. Persian (Iranian) turquoise
is considered the finest quality
and also the most expensive, and
it exhibits an intense light to
medium blue, typically with no
matrix. It has the ability to take
on a glossy polish. Other tur-
quoise varieties including Ameri-
can, Mexican, Egyptian, and Chi-
nese are a significant source
today. 

Large turquoise stones are
common; however the gem is also
plentiful in a wide range of sizes,
and is often used for beads, cabo-
chons, carvings, and inlays.
Trendy fashion designers have
more recently sewn it into cloth-

ing and bejeweled purses with it.
Turquoise’s popularity has varied
throughout time. Currently it is
not only a hot item for Hollywood
divas, but it’s also universally
liked because of its commercial
abundance. Its most enduring
appeal remains in the American
Southwest and among those who
are captivated by that region’s
mystery and romance, as well as
by its blue skies, reminiscent of
turquoise’s color.

GIA’s gem experts say tur-
quoise is typically enhanced
before it reaches the market and
special care should be taken to
maintain its vitality. For example,
gem traders commonly impreg-
nate the gem with plastic or wax
to improve the color and durabil-
ity, or dye it with liquid black shoe
polish in a pattern imitating the
matrix web. GIA recommends
avoiding heat and acetone-like
solvents. Perspiration, skin oils,
cosmetics, and other chemicals
may turn a blue turquoise to
green. GIA also cautions that
when purchasing the gem, one
should have a qualified, GIA-
trained jeweler verify that the
stone is a natural, synthetic or a
simulant.

GIA is internationally known
as the world’s foremost authority
in the identification and grading
of diamonds and colored gem-
stones. Since 1931, the Institute
has worked to ensure the public’s
trust through its nonprofit edu-
cation, research and laboratory
services. For more information,
visit www.gia.edu, or call 800-
421-7250.

Turquoise—An Ancient Gem With Modern Panache 

Turquoise makes a big hit in new
fashions. Photo by Robert Weldon

(NAPSA)—In the U.S., 75 per-
cent of motorists wear their safety
belts. In Canada, more than 92
percent wear them. If the U.S.
had Canada’s high rate of safety
belt use, about 4,500 additional
American lives would be saved
each year. Auto makers are work-
ing with government regulators to
enhance the overall safety of all
vehicles. Drivers can do their part
by buckling up. For more informa-
tion, visit www.autoalliance.org.

A veterinarian can be a good
source of information about your
pet’s travel needs. If an emer-
gency occurs while you are travel-
ing, you can call AAHA at
800/883-6301 or visit the hospital
locator at www.healthypet.com for
names and phone numbers of
AAHA veterinarians nearby. The
American Animal Hospital Associ-
ation is an international organiza-
tion of more than 28,000 veteri-
nary care providers who treat
companion animals. For pet care
information or a referral to an
AAHA hospital, visit the AAHA
Web site at www.healthypet.com.

Don’t let your home become a

target while you’re off having a
good time, say experts at Home
Depot. A few simple and afford-
able projects will help divert bur-
glars. Install deadbolts on every
entry door. Deadbolts that are
grade 2 or higher offer the best
security. Make sure back doors,
walkways and entrances to
garages and basements are well-
lit at night since burglars prefer
the cover of darkness. Linking
outdoor lighting systems to
motion sensors can startle would-
be intruders by instantly exposing
them to light.




