
6

(NAPSA)—Imagine a beautiful
wood-look floor that can be
quickly installed, is durable
enough to stand up to everyday
life, and can be maintained with
just a damp cloth. Today’s lami-
nate flooring offers all of this and
more, and is fast becoming one of
the hottest home improvement
projects among do-it-yourselfers.

“For homeowners who want the
look of wood without the mainte-
nance headaches, laminate floor-
ing is ideal,” said Don Cybalski,
U.S. design manager for Pergo,
the leading brand of laminate
flooring. “It won’t wear through,
stain or fade, and won’t ever need
waxing, polishing or refinishing.
And the designs are so realistic
that many people mistake it for
the real thing.”

Introduced to the U.S. in 1994,
laminate flooring is made of wood
by-products compressed under
extreme pressure to form super-
hard layers that are sandwiched
together and finished with a sur-
face second only to diamonds in
hardness. The resulting product
offers durability and ease of main-
tenance far superior to any other
flooring option.

Substance and Style
The beauty of laminate flooring

doesn’t just lie beneath its sur-
face. The variety of designs is vir-
tually limitless with colors and
textures that are more realistic
than ever. Beyond the popular
oak, maple and pine varieties,
laminates are available in exotic
wood looks like mahogany, walnut
and cherry, as well as classic tile
designs including granite, marble
and ivory.

Quick and Easy Installation
Ease and speed of installation

add to the appeal. Where instal-
lation of real wood is typically
left to professionals because of
the time-consuming process to
glue or nail planks, laminates
can often be installed over a
weekend and put directly on top
of any existing floor (except
carpet).

Some laminates bond together
with glue, while others simply
click together, making them ideal
for do-it-yourselfers. “Click” lami-
nate floors feature tongue-and-
groove edges that snap-together
easily and tightly. Durable and
hassle-free, click floors can be
used in any room of the home;
however, in rooms like kitchens
and baths where water is a con-
sideration, many consumers and
installers still prefer the added
security of glued seams.

Relatively new to the market
are “pre-glued” floors that offer
the ease of click assembly with the
added security and strength of
glue. The glue is pre-applied to

the joint of each plank and acti-
vated with regular tap water. To
assemble, simply line up the
moistened tongue of one plank
with the groove of another and
gently tap the pieces into a locked
position. The pre-applied glue
delivers quick, easy installation
with no messy glue residue and
eliminates concerns about the
development of unsightly gaps
that trap dirt and moisture.

Top-grade laminates, like
those from Pergo, are priced
around $3 to $4 per square foot
(uninstalled), compared with $4
to $6 for solid wood. But the real
savings is in the installation.
Because laminate floors are so
easy to install, many consumers
can do it themselves, saving both
money and time.

Laminate flooring is available
through specialty retailers as well
as at The Home Depot and Lowe’s.
For more information, visit
www.pergo.com or call 1-800-33-
PERGO.

Do-It-Yourselfers Are Floored By Laminates

Laminate flooring offers realistic looks and ease of installation.

(NAPSA)—What’s being done
in South Florida today, may help
the rest of the nation tomorrow. 

Consider this: Non-native
insects cause billions of dollars in
damage each year in the United
States. Now, the state of Florida is
taking steps to ensure that a new,
potentially damaging termite
species from the Caribbean does
not establish itself in this country.

The aggressive Nasutitermes
costalis species of termites was
found in South Florida in 2001.
The species, called “tree termites”
because of where they nest, is
native to a number of islands in
the Caribbean. According to the
Florida Department of Agricul-
ture, the termites feed on wood
and wood products, and will con-
sume structural elements of build-
ings and other wood. The Depart-
ment believes the termites are
currently confined to a 50-acre
area, but could spread quickly due
to human activity.

Unlike most termite species in
the U.S., the tree termites are
active above ground. This renders
a number of termite control meth-
ods, like bait products, ineffective.
Instead, the State is attempting to
completely wipe out the pest popu-
lation using Termidor®, a liquid
termiticide/insecticide that has
been used on over 800,000 homes
since 2000. Applications of Termi-
dor will be professionally applied
directly to nests, as well as around
the base of inhabited trees.

“There has never been a suc-
cessful attempt to eradicate a
social insect in the United States,”
comments Dr. Rudolf Scheffrahn
of the University of Florida. “But
we’ve been able to identify and
closely track the activity of this

new species since they were dis-
covered. They are a good candi-
date for eradication.”

Foreign termite species have
caused significant damage in the
United States over the past cen-
tury. The most destructive of these
species is the Formosan termite,
which arrived in North America
from the South Pacific. Formosan
infestations cause up to $1 billion
in annual property damage. 

Termidor was chosen because
of its effectiveness in lab testing
done specifically for the tree ter-
mite effort. “Field tests of Termi-
dor in Puerto Rico show similar
effectiveness when applied for
tree termites,” says Bob Hickman,
Termidor researcher. 

“Across the country, states are
struggling to curb the spread of
damaging foreign pests,” notes
Hickman. “Attacking these pests
from the beginning is crucial in
stopping the establishment of
new pest species in this country.”

New Termite Species Invades South Florida
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To prevent tree termites from
branching out into the rest of the
country, Florida is attempting to
wipe them out completely.

(NAPSA)—Many savvy baby
boomers who have become grand-
parents are buying up timeshares
as a way to assure spending qual-
ity time with their grandchildren. 

Grandparents who do not live
near their grandchildren will have
a place to vacation with their kids
and grandkids every year. In addi-
tion, a deeded vacation ownership
can even be passed on to heirs.

Two grandparents, the co-
founders of grandparents.com,
have owned their vacations with
Marriott Vacation Club Interna-
t i o n a l  s i n c e  1 9 9 4 .  R i c h a r d
Anthony and his wife Marlene
bought a week for each of their
five children, so they could host
each family’s vacation. 

Those “grandboomers” are not
alone. The American Resort Devel-
opment Association estimates over
four million U.S. families own at
least one week of vacations. Of
those, 68 percent are 50 years of
age or older. What’s more, a recent
study found that grandparents
who own their timeshare vaca-
tions are nearly twice as likely to
travel with grandchildren. 

The family-friendly accommoda-
tions offered at these vacation
resorts typically feature two-bed-

room, two-bath villas that sleep up
to six guests and include roomy liv-
ing and dining areas and private
balconies. Most have a kitchen, too,
which means you don’t have to
take young children out for dinner
or breakfast every day. Each resort
is full of activities like family pool
parties, campfires and even
karaoke to share fun time together. 

A great way to try out a villa
without any obligation is by visiting
www.marriottvillarentals.com or by
calling 1-800-VILLAS-9 for current
rental specials at the destination of
your choice across the U.S. 

Boomers Buy Time With Grandkids

“GRANDBOOMERS”—Today’s
timeshares give grandparents a
greater opportunity to spend quality
time with grandchildren.

(NAPSA)—Showers may bring
flowers, but they can also bring
leaky basements, moldy walls and
costly clean-up. So, don’t forget to
check the outside of your home to
make sure it’s protected from water
damage and natural disasters, say
experts at the Institute for Busi-
ness & Home Safety (IBHS). For
more information visit the IBHS
Web site www.disastersafety.org,
or call toll free 1-866-657-IBHS
(4247).

The new Windowsill Lineal
from Crane Performance Siding is
designed to give the authentic
appearance of a wood-trimmed
window. It provides added dimen-
sion for a classic, detailed look.
The 5.5” Corner Post, also from
Crane, offers a wider corner with
one-piece installation and Solid-
Core backing, for maximum
energy efficiency. It also offers
excellent impact resistance, which
is particularly beneficial at the
corners of the home, the area
most susceptible to damage. For
more information on Crane Perfor-
mance Siding or their new Archi-
tectural Essentials Accessories
Package, call 1-800-366-8472 or
visit www.cranesiding.com.

To make a photo fridge mag-
net: Cut out two pieces of an old
cereal box in any desired shape,

such as a heart or a star. In the
center of one of the pieces, cut a
hole large enough to allow your
photo to show through. Attach the
photo onto the center of the other
piece—try the Duck® brand Easy
Stick® roll-on adhesive. Using the
adhesive, glue the piece with the
center cut out on top of the piece
with the photo. This will frame
your photo. Finally, attach a self-
adhesive magnet on the back and
decorate your photo fridge magnet
with markers or stickers. For
more information, visit www.duck
products.com.

***
The acceptance of the truth that
joy and sorrow, laughter and
tears are not confined to any
particular time, place or peo-
ple, but are universally dis-
tributed, should make us more
tolerant of and more interested
in the lives of others.

—William M. Peck
***

***
The real difference between
men is energy. A strong will, a
settled purpose, an invincible
determination, can accomplish
almost anything; and in this lies
the distinction between great
men and little men.

—Thomas Fuller
***

***
The active part of man consists
of powerful instincts, some of
which are gentle and continu-
ous; others, violent and short;
some baser, some nobler, and
all necessary.

—F.W. Newman
***




