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(NAPSA)—There’s encouraging
news for the estimated 40,000
Americans who have multiple
myeloma, one of the most common
blood cancers.

The U.S. has seen a 35 percent
increase of multiple myeloma
deaths from 1973 to 1999. While
some progress has been made in
identifying some risk factors and
finding therapies to control the dis-
ease, thousands of patients still die
each year. However, there are sev-
eral new treatments in develop-
ment focused on effectively treating
multiple myeloma and saving lives. 

Multiple myeloma is a cancer of
the plasma cells. Plasma cells are
normally present in the bone mar-
row and are responsible for the
production of antibodies (proteins
that fight infection and disease). In
multiple myeloma, a single defec-
tive plasma cell gives rise to a
much larger number of myeloma
cells which build up in the bone
marrow, displacing normal bone
marrow cells and disrupting the
normal immune system.

In many patients, multiple
myeloma may not cause symptoms
until after it has reached an
advanced stage. Symptoms can
include:

• bone pain in the lower back,
hip bones or skull;

• fatigue due to multiple

myeloma-induced anemia;
• weakness, fatigue, confusion,

constipation, nausea, vomiting,
increased thirst and increased
urine production;

• kidney failure, with or with-
out kidney pain; and

• frequent recurring infection
such as bacterial pneumonia and
urinary-tract infection.

Currently, the primary treat-
ment for multiple myeloma is
chemotherapy, although side
effects are frequent. It is usually
treated with a combination of
drug therapies, such as melpha-
lan and prednisone. 

Multi-drug resistance of cancer
is one major cause of patient failure
on chemotherapy.

Newer approaches to treatment
in clinical trials and other research
include:

• thalidomide, a drug first
available in the late 1950s;

• bone marrow transplantation;
• the investigational protea-

some inhibitor VELCADE™ (Borte-

zomib) for Injection (formerly
known as MLN341, PS-341 and
LPD-341), which is currently
being evaluated in clinical trials
as a potential treatment.

Patients are currently being
sought for clinical trials to evalu-
ate VELCADE. The drug works by
inhibiting the proteasome, an
enzyme complex in the cells that
breaks down a variety of proteins,
including many that regulate cells.

To be eligible for the study,
patients must have

• a history of one to three prior
treatment regimens for multiple
myeloma;

• have progressive or refractory
multiple myeloma currently requir-
ing treatment;

• have measurable disease
based on the presence of character-
istic soft-tissue tumors or certain
blood or urine test results;

• have Karnofsky performance
status greater than 60 percent (a
measure of a person’s ability to per-
form daily activities);

• have a life expectancy of
greater than three months; and

• fulfill additional hematologic
criteria specified by the research
protocol.

For more information on clinical
trials, being conducted at 42 cen-
ters nationwide, call 1-866-VEL-
CADE (835-2233).

Clinical Trials Promise New Insight Into Understanding Multiple Myeloma

There are 14,000 new 
cases of multiple myeloma
each year, and the numbers

are on the rise...

(NAPSA)—Recent studies may
help clear the air about indoor pol-
lutants in homes. The studies show
that houses that are built “tightly”
and with energy-efficient windows
and doors tend to have high levels
of contaminants in the air.

Indoor air can contain pollu-
tants such as pollen, dust, pet
hair, dander, dust mites, tobacco
smoke, spores and sometimes
even bacteria and viruses. Such
pollutants can aggravate allergies
and asthma and in rare cases,
even cause the conditions to form.

So what do experts say is the
best way to help your family
breathe easier?

“A whole-house air cleaning sys-
tem is generally the most efficient
and effective way to reduce air-
borne contaminants in a home,”
says Tom Kraeutler, host of the
nationally syndicated Money Pit

Home Improvement radio show. 
Kraeutler points to Aprilaire’s

Electronic Air Cleaner, which is
the only whole-house cleaner that
can trap virus-sized particles with
an efficiency rate of 80 percent, 99
percent of spores and pollen and
94 percent of bacteria. 

The Aprilaire Electronic Air
Cleaner was recently rated num-
ber one in its category by a leading
consumer magazine.

The cleaner works by charging
air particles in an electrical field
then collects and permanently
traps them on a patented-
grounded media. The media only
needs to be changed once a year.
Installed by a heating and cooling
contractor, this low maintenance
system is allowing homeowners to
breathe a sigh of relief.

For more information, visit
www.aprilaire.com. 

Cleaning The Air In Your Home

Nothing To Sneeze At—There are ways to keep indoor air pollu-
tants from triggering allergies.

(NAPSA)—The Farm Service
Agency (FSA) has been delivering
much-needed benefits to farmers
and ranchers as part of the 2002
Farm Security and Rural Invest-
ment Act (2002 Farm Bill).
Despite a rapid implementation
schedule, the Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program added additional
crops and still delivered commod-
ity payments to farmers and
ranchers on schedule. Other exist-
ing programs from conservation to
food and nutrition were given a
boost of funding.

Direct and Counter-cyclical
Program

The Direct and Counter-cycli-
cal Program is among the hall-
marks of the new farm bill. It pro-
vides for payments to eligible
producers of covered commodities
including feed grains, wheat,
upland cotton, rice, soybeans,
other oilseeds and peanuts for the
2002 through 2007 crop years.
Direct payments are issued to pro-
ducers regardless of market
prices, while counter-cyclical pay-
ments are available to farmers
when effective prices fall below
target prices set in the 2002 Farm
Bill. This year, counter-cyclical
payments were issued to produc-
ers of cotton, rice and peanuts.
Both direct and counter-cyclical
payments are established using a
formula that takes into account
rates set for each commodity by
Congress, as well as the pro-
ducer’s base acreage and yields.

Milk Income Loss Contract
FSA delivered over $1 billion so

far to dairy producers nationwide

who were, in some cases, receiving
the lowest domestic milk prices
since 1974. Feed prices were high,
wells were dry and milk prices
were down 25 to 30 percent. With
the price of feed rising and dairy
prices stagnant, it had been an
especially tough year for dairy
producers. In response to the
plunging prices, the 2002 Farm
Bill authorized the new Milk
Income Loss Contract program.

“Although this payment doesn’t
make up for what farmers are los-
ing, it is a shot in the arm to the
ag-community and the rural econ-
omy. It came in the nick of time
for some farmers to pay feed bills,
harvest expenses, bank loans and
vet bills,” said Farm Service
Agency Administrator James R.
Little.

Conservation Programs
Conservation programs allow

farmers to farm their best land
and conserve the rest without los-
ing money in the process.

“Conservation programs like

the Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP), and the Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program
(CREP) allow American producers
to run healthy agri-businesses,
which protect environmentally
sensitive land, even in the midst
of hard times,” said Little.

CRP delivered $1.6 billion, and
new CREP programs were devel-
oped in Ohio, West Virginia,
Florida, Montana and Nebraska.

Livestock Compensation
Program

Federal emergency drought
assistance provided relief to
ranchers in eligible disaster coun-
ties by helping them cope with the
devastating drought. In addition
to the problems resulting from
last year ’s drought, feed and
transportation prices continued to
be high. FSA’s Livestock Compen-
sation Program provided about
$850 million to the nation’s ranch-
ers. Without this assistance, the
fallout from 2002’s drought would
have created additional debt in an
industry already suffering from
record low prices.

“Producers are used to antici-
pating problems on a yearly basis,
but the one thing they cannot con-
trol is the weather. It is devastat-
ing when a combination of drought
and high costs hits in a 12-month
period. The livestock program’s
funds give ranchers a better
chance to cover their financial
obligations which, in turn, benefits
the nation’s economy,” said Little.

To learn more about the 2002
Farm Bill and its programs, visit
the Web site at www.fsa.usda.gov.

Farm Service Agency Programs: Helping Protect America’s Bounty

Programs from the 2002 Farm
Bill are helping protect Amer-
ica’s farmers and ranchers.

(NAPSA)—A well-known fam-
ily of mutual funds has another
group of “tips” for investors who
are looking for a more defensive
investment strategy. In this case,
TIPS refers to bonds issued by the
U.S. Treasury and whose princi-
pal value is periodically adjusted
according to the rate of inflation.
Experts at the Hartford Invest-
ment Management Company and
The Hartford Inflation Plus Fund,
think the product might also
appeal to those investors who
want to increase the diversifica-
tion within the bond portion of
their portfolio. For more informa-
tion, call 1-888-843-7824 or visit
www.hartfordinvestor.com.

The Electrical Safety Founda-
tion International (ESFI) warns
consumers to use extreme caution
when they encounter a downed
line. Move away from the line

without touching it, shuffling
away with small steps, feet close
together and on the ground at all
times. Do not touch anyone who is
in direct or indirect contact with
the line. Call 911. Do not use
another object to move a downed
power line or anything in contact
with the line. These and other
electrical safety tips are available
at www.electrical-safety.org or by
phone at 703-841-3229.

***
The dictionary is the only place where success comes before work.

—Arthur Brisbane

***




