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(NAPSA)—There is encourag-
ing news for the estimated 44 mil-
lion people in the U.S. affected by
osteoporosis, a condition charac-
terized by low bone mass and
fragility. In fact, new treatment
options are helping reduce the
risk of fracture and disability
associated with the disease.

Osteoporosis is responsible for
1.5 million fractures per year,
with $17 billion spent annually
in the U.S. for medical costs of
treating osteoporosis-related
fractures. One out of every two
women over the age of 50 will
have an osteoporosis-related frac-
ture in her lifetime.

Until recently, most treatments
for osteoporosis—bisphospho-
nates, estrogen therapies and cal-
cium supplementation—were
focused primarily on only slowing
bone loss. However, new develop-
ments and delivery methods may
offer improved treatment options
and hope for patients. For exam-
ple, a drug called parathyroid hor-
mone (PTH) is currently being
developed to actually rebuild the
bone mass lost due to the effects
of osteoporosis.

Unigene Laboratories (OTCBB:
UGNE) and GlaxoSmithKline
(NYSE: GSK) are jointly develop-
ing an oral formulation of PTH. In
a landmark $150 million licensing
collaboration, the companies hope
to target a market estimated in
excess of $1 billion. An injectable
form of the drug to be marketed
by Lilly, received an approvable
letter from the FDA last year.

In addition, a drug called calci-
tonin has the most favorable
safety profile of any currently
marketed osteoporosis drug and
has been shown to reduce bone
pain. Calcitonin is currently avail-

able in the United States in a
nasal delivery system. Unigene’s
oral form of calcitonin has under-
gone early clinical testing and is
considered an effective method for
delivering calcitonin into the
bloodstream; such a medication
would be expected to have a nearly
$1 billion worldwide market share.

Unigene’s calcitonin is already
being sold in injectable form in
Europe and China for the treat-
ment of osteoporosis and/or Paget’s
disease and hypercalcemia.

Unigene is a biopharmaceuti-
cal company focusing on the oral
and nasal delivery of large-mar-
ket peptide drugs as an alterna-
tive to injectable forms of these
drugs. Due to the size of the
worldwide osteoporosis market,
the company is targeting its ini-
tial efforts on developing calci-
tonin and PTH-based therapies.
Unigene’s patented oral delivery
technology has successfully deliv-
ered, in preclinical and/or clinical
trials, various peptides including
calcitonin, PTH and insulin.

Developing New Osteoporosis Treatments

New drug delivery methods
may offer increased hope for
osteoporosis patients.

When Is Your Check
Not A Check?

(NAPSA)—It pays for con-
sumers to learn about electronic
check conversion—a new payment
method similar to check cards or
debit cards that is a faster way for
stores to process payments made
by checks. 

It usually works like this: A
clerk asks you for a check that is
completely filled out, partially
filled out, or blank, then runs the
check through a machine and
hands the voided check back to
you with your receipt. 

If you pay using electronic
check conversion, the Federal
Reserve Board recommends that
you: 

• Be certain you have enough
money in your account to immedi-
ately cover the payment. 

• Make sure the clerk gives
you a receipt. 

• Be certain the check was
voided and returned to you.

• When you receive your check-
ing statement from your bank, be
sure the charges on your state-
ment match your records.

Consumers can learn more
about electronic check conversions
and ways to protect themselves by
visiting the Federal Reserve’s Web
site, www.federalreserve.gov/
pubs/checkconv/default.htm.

If you buy things using elec-
tronic check conversions, it’s
important to get a receipt and
your voided check.

(NAPSA)—Ever notice that a
party always seems to find its way
into the kitchen? There is some-
thing about this one room—maybe
the food, maybe the familiar wel-
come feel—that always makes it
the focal point of a home.

Kitchens have come a long way
from the early days of being cold,
isolated, and used only by ser-
vants. Now, the kitchen is a com-
mon ground for families not only
to dine, but also to entertain or
simply gather.

As the highest traffic area in
the home, the kitchen tops the list
of most homeowners when it
comes to remodeling and decorat-
ing priorities. Yet for many, the
reality of a tight budget puts a
damper on the dream of owning
the ultimate kitchen.

“Not all homeowners have the
budget to do a complete remodel,”
said Suzanne Ashley, Director of
Product Development for Sea-
brook Wallcoverings. “But the
truth is,  you don’t have to go to a
lot of expense to update your
kitchen. Wallcoverings allow you
to create a whole new look, at
minimal cost.”

According to Ashley, wallcover-
ings can actually do the decorat-
ing for you. “Today’s designs offer
more color, texture and visual
interest than in years past,” said
Ashley. “In fact, many wallcover-
ing designs are now being devel-
oped to accentuate other home
accessory items already on the
market, making it easier than
ever to create a pulled-together
look.”

For example, Seabrook’s
“Estate of Mind” wallcovering col-
lection was designed to coordinate
with artist Michal Sparks’ popular
dinnerware line under the same
name. The collection features pat-
terns that coordinate perfectly

with Sparks’ dishes, in addition to
designs the artist painted exclu-
sively for the wallcovering collec-
tion. Such pre-coordinated ele-
ments can ease the fear of making
a decorating mistake, in addition
to providing the tools needed to
create a designer look.

Wallpaper is perhaps the most
e f f e c t i v e  w a y  t o  g i v e  y o u r
kitchen’s appearance a complete
overhaul, due to the wide range of
coordinating patterns on the mar-
ket and its flexibility in terms of
creative placement. Some of
today’s most popular uses include
placing one border near the ceil-
ing and a second coordinating bor-
der at chair-rail level, papering
the ceiling with a simple coordi-
nate, or designing a one-of-a-kind
backsplash by using coordinating
wallpaper behind the stove.

Even if you can’t afford to
knock out any walls or add luxury
appliances, you can still create a
fresh new look for the kitchen. By
mixing and matching wallcover-
ings and then sprinkling in a few
pre-coordinated accessories, you
can make the focal point in your
home even more inviting.

Let The Wallcovering Do The Decorating

(NAPSA)—Did you know that
one broken washing machine hose
can dump approximately 6,500
gallons of water into a home over
a weekend—creating several thou-
sand dollars in damage and con-
siderable inconvenience? 

Following some simple tips for
protecting your home from water
damage may keep water from dis-
rupting your life and ruining your
posessions. Here are some tips
from the experts at State Farm
Insurance:

• Know how and where to turn
off the water to the house. Make
sure a wrench is handy as well as
a flashlight. Could you turn the
water off quickly in the middle of
the night?

• Regularly inspect washing
machine hoses and replace them if
you see bulging, cracking or fraying. 

• Watch your water heater.
Generally, some leaks occur before
a big blowout. Wet spots may be
evidence a seal is leaking or the
tank itself is deteriorating. Call a
plumber.

• Remember to keep all small
objects, rags and children’s toys
from the toilet. Keep the lid closed
if articles are kept on the tank.

Toilets are often accidentally
clogged by foreign objects. Hang-
ing bowl deordorants are often the
culprit. These objects can lodge
deep in the plumbing system, and
can block the line or create an
obstruction that grease and other
materials can cling to—eventually
causing blockage.

• Keep pipes clear and flowing.
Slow-draining sinks could be the
result of grease or hair deposits
lodged in a plumbing junction or
drain. 

Specially developed products
designed for use with metal and
PVC pipes can be used to keep
pipes clear and flowing. Problem
clogs should always be referred to
a qualified plumber.

• Extra precautions should be
taken when leaving on vacation.
Turn off the water at the main
valve or at major appliances if you
will be away from home for an
extended period of time.

• Be alert. The wet spot you
see on the floor near the refrigera-
tor may be melted ice cubes, or it
may be a crimped ice maker about
to burst.

For more information on how
to prevent water damage and
improve home safety, contact 
your State Farm agent or visit
www.statefarm.com.

Protecting Your Home Against Water Damage

No one wants to come home
to water damage. Turn off water
at the main valve.

(NAPSA)—It is the 21st century,
but many Americans are looking
for Old World decorating ideas for
their homes. Wall treatments are
one method that many do-it-your-
selfers use to achieve the weath-
ered finish that they want. 

There are several “faux” meth-
ods for applying paints to a wall to
give it tone-on-tone variations or
multiple colors. Now there is a
new product that allows a home-
owner to create a subtle color vari-
ation with texture and highlights. 

McCloskey Special Effects®

Venetian Plaster gives the look of
the cool, smooth polish of fine
Italian marble. It is a layered
application that ends up being
dimensional. 

The product is made with
acrylic, crushed marble, lime and
other pigments. It comes in 24 col-
ors, with take-home chips that
show the finish in every color. 

Before applying the product,
the walls must be prepared so
that they have a smooth, matte
surface. 

• To apply the product, just fol-
low the step-by-step instructions. 

• Roll or trowel on a first coat
of Venetian Plaster, smoothing it
with a Symphony Blue Steel Spat-
ula. Let dry for one to four hours. 

• Apply a second coat with a
large spatula. Third and fourth
coats can be applied for more
tonal variation and complexity of
color and texture. 

• Let the final coat dry to a
matte finish and then burnish it

with a spatula by holding the
spatula almost flat against the
surface and rubbing rapidly in a
circular motion to polish the inert
pigments in the plaster. Steel wool
can also be used to blend the color
variations more and produce a
more even sheen. 

If the wall will be exposed to
moisture or high traffic, add a coat
of Special Effects Venetian Plaster
Protective Finish. You can also add
additional colors or pearlescent
glazes. Stencils can be used to cre-
ate an embossed design. 

McCloskey Special Effects®

Venetian Plaster is available at
fine paint suppliers nationwide.
For more information, go to
www.valspar.com. 

Plaster Can Give Faux Old World Finish

You can give your walls a
dimensional and tone-on-tone
look that will make them look
wonderful.

Hearst Castle in San Simeon,
California, is the most expensive
private house ever built. It cost
publisher William Randolf Hearst
$30 million to erect the 100-room
structure between 1922 and 1939.

Eleven of the world’s 16
busiest airports are in the U.S.,
including the top four—O’Hare
in Chicago, Hartsfield in Atlanta,
Dallas-Fort Worth and Los
Angeles.




