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(NAPSA)—Think you have
what it takes to make a splash on
the music scene? Now ’s your
chance to prove it!

Pantene, the world’s leading
hair care brand, has announced
the second annual Pantene Pro-
Voice music competition, a national
contest designed to recognize
young women ages 14 to 24 who
choose to use their voice as a tool
for positive self-expression.

The Pantene Pro-Voice music
competition provides an opportu-
nity for unsigned female solo
artists and female-fronted bands
to showcase their talent as sing-
er/songwriters. Applicants enter
for a chance to win a once-in-a-
lifetime grand prize: a coveted
“demo” recording contract with
Atlantic Records, multiple perfor-
mances as the opening act of an
established artist’s concert tour,
distribution of her winning song
via the Pantene Pro-Voice CD, a
$25,000 music equipment package
and a $10,000 endowment to the
high school music department of
her choice! 

The grand prize winner will be
chosen by a panel of celebrity tal-
ent (including Lisa Ling, Willa
Ford, Jamie-Lynn Sigler, Aisha
Tyler, Vitamin C and Kim Gordon)
and music industry professionals.
This year ’s competition will be
hosted by Atlantic recording
artists M2M, the Norwegian teen
duo of Marit Larsen, 18, and Mar-
ion Raven, 17. The Big Room,
M2M ’s sophomore CD, will be
released on March 5.

More than 1,200 female singer/
songwriters entered the first-ever
Pantene Pro-Voice music competi-
tion and in July 2001, at a star-
studded showcase event in New
York City, Libbie Schrader, origi-
nally from Portland, Oregon, was
named the Pantene Pro-Voice
“New Voice of 2001.”

“Pantene Pro-Voice is an
important step in breaking into
the music industry because it
focuses on artists ’ talent and
originality, while giving women a
chance to get their individual
voices heard. As the winner of
the Pantene Pro-Voice music

competition, I have been given
many opportunities: getting my
music heard by thousands of peo-
ple, opening a national tour for
one of my favorite artists and
getting the attention of record
industry professionals,”  said
Schrader.

The following outlines some
tips for young women trying to
break into the music industry:

• Find your own voice.
Whether it be through the unique-
ness of your singing voice, the
strength of your lyrics or the dis-
tinctive style of your songwriting,
develop your individual talent and
express something that nobody
but you has to offer.

• Follow your dreams. You
know your strengths and weak-
nesses. Don’t let negative com-
ments get you down and deter you
from pursuing your passion.

• Surround yourself with
people you respect. Work with
musicians you can learn from. A
band full of strong musicians who
communicate openly can be your
most valuable asset.

Beginning February 1, 2002,
applications for the competition
with detailed rules-of-entry will be
available online at www.pro-
voice.com and in-store at partici-
pating retail locations including
FYE music stores and Delia’s. The
deadline for applications is April
30, 2002. For more information on
the program log on to www.pro-
voice.com or call 1-866-PROVOICE.

2nd Annual Nationwide Search For
Aspiring Female Singer/Songwriters

Female singer-songwriters now
have an opportunity to have their
unique voices heard.

Classic Tradition Sets
21st Century Trend
(NAPSA)—Even as the 21st

century introduces new technol-
ogy for the home, hardwood floor-
ing continues to appeal to the
American homeowner. In fact, one
of the hottest trends is the rustic
hardwood floor.

Today, hardwood flooring man-
ufacturers are offering products
that meet 21st century demands
for durability while preserving the
look of time-worn floors. Likewise,
professional designers are creating
homes that respond to the hectic
lifestyles of their clients while pro-
viding them with a luxurious feel
of the past.

According to the experts at
Bruce hardwood floors, the au-
thentic look of rustic floors is one
of the most popular styles of hard-
wood flooring. By combining the
look of rustic floors with today’s
high-tech finishes, Bruce has cre-
ated a realistic, easy-to-care-for
floor.

“Rustic flooring appeals to con-
sumers because of the relaxed
atmosphere it helps create,” says
Michael Lyons, product manager
for Bruce hardwood floors. The
character this design provides
adds an element of casual styling
regardless of décor.”

This marriage of nature and
technology has resulted in hard-
wood re-creations that provide
homeowners with practical, yet
stylish flooring options—such as
the American Originals Collection,
which honors our country’s her-
itage with an innovative touch.

Historic hardwood flooring
designs show off America’s her-
itage with an innovative touch.

✁
Editor’s Note: This is the twelfth in a
monthly series.

(NAPSA)—For the past four
years, church members have told
Mariah Moreno that she has the
voice of an angel. At age 8, she
continues to amaze her audiences
with her beautiful singing voice
and confident stage presence.

The most inspiring thing about
Mariah is that she recently had
corrective surgery for pectus exca-
vatum (PE) at the Houston
Shriners Hospital for Children.
This condition is also known as
“sunken chest” and is the most
common congenital chest wall
deformity.

Born with a noticeable inden-
tion in her chest, Mariah’s parents
were informed by her doctors that
she would eventually grow out of
it. By age 6, though, she began
suffering from severe breathing
problems and chest pains.

“It seemed like everywhere we
turned, our doctors would not
address her chest defect,” said
Mary, Mariah’s mother. “We were
confident that her sunken chest
was a real problem, as we prayed
for a solution.”

Their prayers were answered
when the family posted a letter on
the Shrine ’s Web site message
board. Shortly thereafter, Mariah
was seen at the monthly chest
clinic conducted by chest special-
ist Laurens R. Pickard, M.D., an
18-year veteran physician at the
Houston Shriners Hospital, who
diagnosed her with a moderate
case of PE. After consulting with
Pickard, Mariah’s parents agreed
to move forward with corrective
chest surgery.

“Two hours after the surgery,
there was a 100 percent improve-
ment in her chest,” said John,
Mariah ’s father. “We learned
through this struggle that you
should never give up to find the

answers, and don’t take no for an
answer.”

Approximately one in every
600 people is born with an abnor-
mal growth of the lower costal car-
tilages between the ribs and ster-
num, where the sternum is
pushed inward (excavatum—85
percent) or outward (carinatum—
15 percent).

Pickard evaluates and treats
all chest defect cases, offering
both surgical and non-surgical
options. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n
Shriners’ network of 22 hospitals
that provide medical care and 
services totally free of charge to
children with orthopaedic prob-
lems, burns and spinal cord
injuries, write to: Shriners Inter-
national Headquarters, Public
Relations Dept., 2900 Rocky Point
Dr., Tampa, FL 33607, or visit the
Web site at www.shrinershq.org.
Treatment is provided to children
under age 18 without regard to
race, religion or relationship to a
Shriner.

If you know a child Shriners
can help, call 1-800-237-5055 in
the United States, or 1-800-361-
7256 in Canada.

Hope For Children With Chest Deformities

During her week-long recovery in
the Houston Shriners Hospital,
Mariah’s teddy bear, Faith, was
her constant companion, along
with her parents, Mary and John.

(NAPSA)—The microscope is
one of science’s oldest tools. Dutch
scientists are credited with
inventing the first glass lens
microscopes in the late 16th cen-
tury. However, it was the Ger-
mans—Carl Zeiss, Ernst Abbe and
Otto Schott—who put microscope
production into high gear in the
1880s.

These scientists discovered the
physical laws governing lens
design, established an assembly
line of precision machinists and
optical craftsmen, and formulated
new types of glass for making
high-magnification, distortion-free
lenses.

Today, microscopy means much
more than “brass and glass” in-
struments. Modern microscopes
combine high magnification with
powerful lasers, computers and
software to produce highly sophis-
ticated tools for penetrating living

cells and analyzing molecular
interactions. These new instru-
ments are called confocal laser
scanning microscopes—and the
latest confocal microscope, the
Zeiss LSM 510 META, has bio-
medical researchers excited about
this technique.

Highly-specific fluorescent
probes are used to react with dif-
ferent molecular structures within
the cells. The LSM 510 META can
separate and analyze more fluo-
rescent reactions than ever before.
This instrument produces stun-
ning 3-D, multi-color images of
subcellular reactions in living
cells—a great advance compared
to working with dried, dead cells
as in previous methods.

For the scientific community,
this microscope is opening new
worlds of discovery in cancer
research, neuroscience and basic
cell biology. To learn more, visit

New Laser Microscope Opens Doors

A new kind of microscope is giving scientists greater capabilities
in terms of analyzing living cell material.

(NAPSA)—Noted jewelry
designers like Robert Lee Morris
and Judith Ripka are specifically
using yellow gold to create new
classics in the form of pendants,
lockets and religious or spiritual
symbols. These gifts of gold offer a
treasured connection to family
and friends and serve as a perfect
expression of love and faith down
through the generations. For
more information on gold jewelry,
log on to www.goldinspirations.
org.

The American Kennel Club
and The Iams Company host the
first-ever AKC/Eukanuba Ameri-
can Dog Classic at the TD Water-
house Centre in Orlando, Florida,
on December 12, 2001. The
unique competition will feature
the top 20 dogs in each AKC-rec-
ognized breed, based on points
accumulated at dog shows across
the country throughout the year.
The American Kennel Club,
founded in 1884, maintains the
largest registry of purebred dogs
in the world. The Iams Company,
founded in 1946, is committed to
enhancing the well-being of dogs
and cats by providing world-class
quality foods. For more about the
event, visit www.akc.org and
www.iams.com.

If you’re in the market for a
new home comfort system, select

a high-efficiency, variable-speed
heating and air conditioning sys-
tem, say experts at American
Standard Heating and Air Condi-
tioning. The Annual Fuel Utiliza-
tion Efficiency rating, or AFUE,
indicates the efficiency of a gas
furnace. The higher the AFUE,
the more efficient the furnace. If
your present furnace is ten years
old or older, it’s probably in the 60
to 70 percent AFUE range. That
means you’re wasting about 30 to
40 cents out of every dollar you
spend for heat. By replacing your
old furnace with a new, high-effi-
ciency model with an AFUE of 80
or 90 percent, more of the fuel you
pay for is turned into heat. For
additional information on heating
your home, contact an American
Standard Heating and Air Condi-
tioning dealer, or visit www.ameri
canstandardair.com.

In the major leagues, a base-
ball has an average life span of
seven pitches.

***
The secret of business is to
know something that no one
else knows.

—Aristotle Onassis
***




