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(NAPSA)—It used to be that
homeowners and interior designers
would do everything possible to make
a home’s interior walls go virtually
unnoticed. Whether made from gyp-
sum board or plaster, the blander a
wall’s appearance, the better. After
all, walls weren’t supposed to attract
attention—their role was purely
functional.

Now, thanks to a host of new
and innovative decorating materi-
als and treatments, walls are tak-
ing on personalities of their own.
They’re becoming a focal point for
drama and visual appeal.

One word to describe current
wall decorating trends is “eclec-
tic;” people are adapting diverse
design influences to fit their indi-
vidual ideals. Some colors and
styles are centering on traditional
and even nostalgic themes. Others
are focused on capturing an aura
of comfort and security.

Earth shades, including tones of
sienna, mustard, moss and gray, as
well as metallic tones of copper,
bronze, steel and silver, are the cur-
rent colors of choice for interior walls.
Americana wallpaper motifs such
as colonial, updated Southwestern,
antique flags and gingham checks
and stripes are also enjoying a resur-
gence in popularity.

There is also a growing use of
unconventional—but natural—
wall finishing materials. Some of
the more popular choices include
metals such as steel and copper;
natural fibers such as seagrass,
sisal and jute; and glass that is
sandblasted, textured or stained. 

The hottest of these new wall
treatments are decorative wall fin-
ishes made from crushed marble,
limestone or gypsum plaster.
When infused with pigments and
skillfully applied, these tinted,
mineral-based finishes can provide
a warm, lustrous alternative to
wallpaper and paneling—and they
can be made to look like anything
from polished stone to soft suede.

The marble and limestone-
based finishes, known as “Venet-

ian,” are applied by skilled crafts-
men. Each applicator has his or
her particular method for applying
and finishing the product, and
each creates a wall that is distinct
from all others. The results can be
stunning, but the process can be
expensive. It is not unusual for a
Venetian-type finish to cost from
$12 to $18 or more per square foot.

A lower-cost alternative has
been introduced by United States
Gypsum Company. The USG Deco-
rative Interior Finish System is a
gypsum plaster-based finish that
can be applied in virtually any pas-
tel or earthtone shade, and can be
troweled to capture a wide range of
upscale semi-smooth and textured
looks. The system captures the
look and feel of extreme high-end
Venetian and Tuscany-style fin-
ishes at a fraction of the cost.

Although not recommended for
do-it-yourself application, the sys-
tem can be installed with minimal
surface preparation. It can be
applied directly to new or existing
drywall and, in the event of sur-
face damage, the finish can be
easily repaired.

For more information about the
USG Decorative Interior Finish
System, contact United States
Gypsum Company at 800-USG-
4YOU or visit the USG Web site
at www.usg.com.

New Options Give Walls ‘Design Appeal’

New gypsum plaster finishes can
add warmth and character to
walls and ceilings.

Retro Returns To The
Kitchen Countertop

(NAPSA)—The next time you
walk into your kitchen you may
think you’ve stepped into a time
capsule. Kitchen accent pieces
fashioned with the charming looks
of the 40s and 50s are all the rage
and they make great gifts for
friends and family.  

Retro styles continue to grow in
popularity, and add a little decora-
tive flair to the kitchen without
breaking the budget. From faucets
and cookware to toasters, espresso
machines and old-style percolators,
designs from the past evoke feel-
ings of safety, comfort and tran-
quility. And, modern-day technol-
ogy adds “that little extra
something” to create a total pack-
age of design and convenience. 

Leading the charge with a full
line of retro-styled countertop
products, DeLonghi America offers
several styles crafted in the sleek
silhouettes of yesteryear. A toaster
oven is reminiscent of vintage
“Lucy and Ricky” designs, and a
cordless percolator reminds us of
dessert at Grandma’s and family
feasts during the holiday season—
all feature a brushed steel look to
complete or create a retro theme in
the kitchen. The DeLonghi retro
suite features two- and four-slice
toasters, a toaster oven, a large
capacity countertop convection
oven, six- and 12-cup percolators,
an espresso machine, and an elec-
tric tea kettle.

The retro trend is still going
strong: what’s old really is new
again in home decor and kitchen
electrics are no exception. They’re
fun, functional and add a new
dimension to today’s kitchens!

(NAPSA)—Sean Stephenson, a
former patient of the Chicago
Shriners Hospital for Children, is
changing attitudes, one at a time.

When Sean was born, he was
diagnosed with osteogenesis imper-
fecta, or brittle bone disease. His
parents were told he probably
would not live through the night.
Today, 22 years later, this energetic
young man from Chicago is spread-
ing his passion to motivate others.
He has spoken in five countries
and in 42 of the United States. 

“Think you have a good excuse
for not fulfilling all your dreams in
life? Think again,” said Stephen-
son. His impressive resume
includes a stint as a United States
White House and a Cabinet of
Affairs intern. He stands about
three feet tall, weighs just 43
pounds and relies on a wheelchair
for much of his mobility. Despite
his obvious physical limitations,
he is noted in the Congressional
Record for his dedication to fitness
and a healthy lifestyle.

Stephenson has also been a
motivational force for many, includ-
ing the President of the United
States and survivors of Columbine
High in Littleton, Colorado.

The Shriners Hospital in Port-
land, Ore., was honored recently to
have Sean bring his motivational
message to 75 patients, staff, vol-
unteers and community members.
During his presentation, Sean was
asked to describe his definition of
success. His reply was: “It’s when
individuals apply their dreams to

a plan and then take action. Most
people have dreams, but only a
few are committed to schedule
them into reality.”

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n
Shriners’ network of 22 hospitals
that provide medical care and 
services totally free of charge to
children with orthopaedic prob-
lems, burns and spinal cord
injuries, write to: Shriners Inter-
national Headquarters, Public
Relations Dept., 2900 Rocky Point
Dr., Tampa FL 33607, or visit the
Web site at www.shrinershq.org.
Treatment is provided to children
under age 18 without regard to
race, religion or relationship to a
Shriner. 

If you know a child Shriners
can help, call 1-800-237-5055 in
the United States or 1-800-361-
7256 in Canada. 

Despite his physical limitations,
former Chicago Shriners Hospital
patient Sean Stephenson, who
has osteogenesis imperfecta, is a
man on a mission.

Changing Attitudes, One At A Time

(NAPSA)—Americans spend
weeks each year performing what
is often the dreaded task of  spring-
cleaning. Unfortunately, for many,
that can mean days spent indoors
instead of out enjoying the spring
weather. 

To help cut down on spring-
cleaning time, try spending a few
hours organizing your home this
winter. 

According to home improvement
specialists at Skil Power Tools,
Americans tend to be focused on
spending time with family during
the winter and home improvement
projects can be a great way to
spend time together (and cut
spring-cleaning time virtually in
half).

“With two young children, my
wife and I found we were wasting
too much time searching for items
we had misplaced and not enough
time doing the things we enjoy,”
says Steve Winter, a firefighter
from Renton, WA, and a member of
the Skil Consumer Council. 

“The kitchen was the main area
of clutter. Everything we owned
seemed to be jammed into every
nook and cranny of the drawers
and cabinets. To get anything out of
the back of a cupboard, we had to
unload half of the contents at the
front,” says Winter.

Winter is one of the six Do-It-
Yourselfers in North America cho-
sen to serve on the Skil Consumer
Council. The Council uses the
company’s tools for home improve-
ment projects and provides feed-
back on their experiences.

Winter constructed and installed
pull-out shelves to make better use
of the deep recesses of his cup-
boards. Before beginning, he ana-
lyzed his cabinets and drawers and
researched project options. After he

had an idea of how to solve his clut-
ter problems, Winter developed a
project plan, decided on the sup-
plies he would need and set an esti-
mated budget of $250. 

“The project required a lot of
precise cutting to make each
drawer move smoothly in the
assigned drawer glide,” says Win-
ter. “To achieve this precision, I
worked with the Skil table saw and
Skil jigsaw. They offered features I
needed to build the sides and bot-
toms of the drawers.”

Winter spent about 18 hours on
a project that may save him count-
less hours of aggravated searching
throughout the year.

To view Winter’s and the other
Skil Council members’ before and
after photos, visit www.skil.com.
The site was built with DIYers in
mind and offers animated, step-by-
step directions for home improve-
ment projects.

Making Spring Cleaning Less Messy

Organizing your home in the
winter may help you save clean-
ing time in the spring.

(NAPSA)—A zesty tomato
cocktail, Clamato, can be used as
an ingredient in a variety of
dishes from mixed drinks to
stuffed peppers to chowders. For
recipes with, and information
about Clamato, visit www.clam-
ato.com.

People who visit Responsi-
blePetCare.org can learn more
about the three main steps of pet
care—spaying/neutering, vaccina-
tion and microchip identification—
plus, submit a pet story to the site’s
“e-Tales” campaign. For every 50
stories received, a donation will be
made to an animal shelter on
behalf of a variety of sponsors. For
more information, visit www.
ResponsiblePetCare.org.

With increased clarity and pic-
ture sharpness, new rear-projec-
tion LCOS (liquid crystal on sili-
con) systems could enable
television makers to design sets
that are thinner, lighter and sev-
eral times sharper than conven-
tional TVs. This sets the stage for
amazing HDTV viewing, as well
as the ability to merge your PC
with your television without the
fuzzy display. For more informa-
tion on LCOS technology, visit the

Web site at www.spatialight.
com.For new and fun ideas to keep
children busy on those rainy days
when everyone is stuck inside,
think technology—think printer
creativity! If you don’t already own
a color inkjet printer, you may
want to consider an All-In-One
product, like the Lexmark X83,
that allows you to print, copy and
scan. These All-In-One products
are great for quick copying and
easy scanning of photos or other
mementos. In addition, make sure
to get a high-resolution printer
featuring at least 2400 x 1200 dpi
to produce photo-quality prints.
For more information on printing
tips, visit Lexmark International

Caillou information at www.
pbskids.org/caillou. 
NikonNet at www.nikonnet.com.
The Southeastern Lumber Man-
ufacturers Association at www.
slma.org.
The Volvo Cars and Ford Motor
Company at new.volvocars.com/
safetyConceptCar/index.shtml.
Fruit of the Loom at  www.fruit.
com.
The RTIalert at www.RTIalert.
com.
Home Made Simple at www.
HomeMadesimple.com.
Toyota Camry at www.toyota.
com/camry.

Check Out
These Web Sites:

The first name of the Queen of
Sheba was Balkis.




