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(NAPSA)—Lots of people think 
their family yards need less attention in 
the fall but autumn is no time to ignore 
your lawn and landscape.

“What you do now will determine 
the quality of your family yard next 
spring and summer,” explained Kris Kis-
er, president and CEO of the Outdoor 
Power Equipment Institute (OPEI), the 
international trade association repre-
senting more than 100 power equip-
ment, engine and utility vehicle manu-
facturers and suppliers. 

“Every gardener knows to plant bulbs 
in the fall but autumn is also the time 
to mow, aerate, mulch, trim and patch 
your lawn,” said Kiser. He offers five tips 
to help you get your yard into top shape 
this fall and ready for more relaxing and 
fun outdoor activities next year.

Keep mowing. Grass still needs reg-
ular care to stay healthy. Grass that’s too 
high may attract lawn-damaging field 
mice. Shorter grass is more resistant to 
diseases and traps fewer falling leaves. 
Cutting the grass low lets more sun 
reach the crown of the grass, so less leaf 
will turn brown in the winter. However, 
cutting off too much at one time can be 
damaging, so never trim more than a 
third of the grass blades off in a single 
cutting. Put mower blades on the low-
est settings for the last two cuts of the 
season. 

Aerate your lawn. Compressed soil 
hurts grass health. Aerating punches 
holes into the soil and lets oxygen, water 
and nutrients into a lawn. Use a walk-be-
hind aerator or get an attachment to pull 
behind a riding mower. 

Mulch your leaves. Many mowers 
can mulch leaves with an attachment. 
Since mulching with a mower can mix 
grass clippings with leaf particles, these 
nitrogen-rich grass particles and car-
bon-rich leaf particles will compost 
more quickly. Together, they return nu-
trients to the soil. 

Trim and shore up trees and bush-
es. Use trimmers, chain saws or pole 
pruners to cut back trees, shrubs and 
plants. Make sure branches are safely 
trimmed back from overhead lines and 
not in danger of falling on a structure 
in rough weather. You may need to tie 
or brace limbs of upright evergreens or 
plants to prevent them from breaking in 
high winds or snow. Call a professional 

arborist for big trees or hard-to-reach 
spots.

Repair bald spots. Fall is a great time 
to patch bald or thin spots in a lawn. The 
easiest way to do this is with an all-in-
one lawn repair mixture (found at most 
garden shops and home centers). Use 
a garden rake or dethatcher to scratch 
loose the soil on the spot.

Kiser also added that it’s important 
to follow safety procedures whenever 
using outdoor power equipment. Read 
your owner’s manual. It will describe the 
individual requirements for your partic-
ular machine and provide directions on 
which fuels may be appropriate for your 
product. Fuels containing more than 10 
percent ethanol should not be used un-
less directed in the owner’s manual.

He said, “You’ll also want to service 
and winterize your lawn mower, string 
trimmer, leaf blower and other out-
door power equipment.” And remem-
ber, most gas-fueled outdoor power 
equipment is warranted and designed 
to run on E10 (10 percent ethanol) fuel 
or less. There are fuel options available 
today that should not be used in your 
outdoor power equipment. Remember 
to “look before you pump” and make 
sure to drain the fuel tank before storing 
equipment for the winter. Safely dispose 
of any fuel that is more than 30 days old. 

“Winterization is important for out-
door power equipment. When every-
thing is growing again in the spring and 
you see how all your hard fall lawn work 
has paid off, the last thing you want to 
deal with is a malfunctioning mower,” 
said Kiser.

For information on safe fueling, go 
to www.LookBeforeYouPump.com. For 
tips on outdoor power equipment safety, 
go to www.opei.org. 

Do This Fall Yard Work 
And Reap Springtime Benefits

Make sure your yard and equipment 
are properly prepared for the sea-
sons to come.

(NAPSA)—Many people may shy 
away from the subject of math, but it is 
important to understand math as it plays 
an instrumental role in making good fi-
nancial decisions. A new University of 
Phoenix® survey found that 28 percent 
of respondents reported they were not 
confident that their current math skills 
are strong enough to succeed in plan-
ning for retirement and 24 percent stat-
ed they are not confident in their skills 
to succeed in understanding tuition as-
sistance and save or pay for college. Ad-
ditionally, 35 percent are not confident 
that their math skills were solid enough 
to start a business. 

Susan Hadley, Ph.D., program dean 
for general education at University of 
Phoenix, says that people could be tak-
ing a financial hit as a result of not un-
derstanding basic math and the role it 
plays in financial decision making. 

“Having a foundational knowledge 
of math helps people make informed 
purchases for major investments and ex-
penses as well as everyday spending and 
saving decisions,” Dr. Hadley said. “Be-
ing comfortable with math is necessary 
and deeply relevant to our personal and 
professional lives. As a result, we’ve gone 
to great lengths to incorporate math into 
our undergraduate programs as it relates 
to everyday financial decisions.” 

Dr. Hadley provides financial tips for 
areas where math skills are important: 

1. Building a budget—A monthly 
budget helps allot money for fixed ex-
penses like mortgage payments as well as 
how to plan for expenses that may vary 
from month to month, such as grocer-
ies. Also knowing how much to dedicate 
each month for long-term savings is help-
ful. Having this information can set the 
stage for making wise spending choices. 

2. Renting vs. buying a home—
There is no one-size-fits-all answer on 
whether to purchase a home or rent. 
Research the real estate market in the 
area where you want to live. Determine 
the mortgage or rent payment and the 
impact both options have on your life-
style and short- and long-term financial 
goals. Review your budget to under-
stand the financial implications of each 
choice. 

3. Buying a car—People often assume 
that a vehicle is an investment. However, 
vehicles quickly depreciate. Be mindful of 
how much you are able to spend, financ-
ing options and, if you decide to take a 
loan to make the purchase, what you will 
pay in interest over the life of the loan. 

4. Saving for college tuition—Start 
planning early if you intend to send 
your child to college and will assume re-
sponsibility for the cost or if you’re plan-
ning on going back to school yourself. 
Knowing the tuition breakdown per 
semester, costs for materials and living 
expenses will help you factor them into 
your monthly budget and savings goals. 
Searching for scholarship and grant 
opportunities and researching student 
loan options will help with making sure 
you don’t overleverage and can repay 
those loans in full and on time. 

5. Planning for retirement—Review 
your budget regularly and determine 
what percentage of each paycheck you 
can contribute to a 401(k) or individu-
al retirement account (IRA) to save for 
retirement. When determining the best 
strategy for building your retirement 
savings, consult a financial adviser. 

It’s Never Too Late 
Whether for business decisions or 

everyday life, it’s never too late to learn 
new things or refresh what you’ve al-
ready learned. Consider taking a course 
that reviews mathematical concepts, 
economics, accounting and finance ap-
plications for everyday life. Being com-
fortable with math will help you deter-
mine how you can better allocate your 
money to make it work for you while 
making better-informed decisions. 

Five Everyday Reasons You Need To Know Math

The better you understand num-
bers, the better able you’ll be to 
plan for your financial future.

(NAPSA)—The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration recently approved a drug 
for patients with any type of solid tumor 
containing a certain genetic feature. Ke-
ytruda (pembrolizumab) is an immuno-
therapeutic that has brought significant 
benefit to many patients.

Susan Hadley, Ph.D., program dean 
for general education at University 
of Phoenix, says that people could be 
taking a financial hit as a result of not 
understanding basic math and the role 
it plays in financial decision making. 
Fortunately, it’s never too late to study 
math.

You can clean out gunk from sliding 
glass door tracks, then apply WD-40® 
Multi-Use Product, available in an easy-
to-store 3-oz handy can, to lubricate 
and prevent sticking and squeaking. 
For more about how WD-40 Multi-Use 
Product helps make home maintenance 
easier, visit wd40.com. 

In some auto accident incidents, 
you may want to simply cover the cost 
yourself without involving the insurance 
company, advise the experts in mon-
ey matters at ValuePenguin. For more 
information on auto insurance, as well 
as other personal finance advice, visit 
www.ValuePenguin.com.

A DualPortGYN hysterectomy uses 
just two tiny 5mm incisions, one at the 
belly button and one just above the pubic 
bone. The procedure averages less than 
an hour, and patients return home the 
same day, recovering in a week or less.

When you move, working with an 
online platform such as Unpakt means 
you can compare verified, reputable 
movers and enjoy a more stress-free 
move. Learn more at www.Unpakt.com 
or download the Unpakt app on iTunes 
or Google Play Store. 

Homeowners can schedule an in-
home consultation to learn about proper 
power sizing and discuss backup power 
needs as a part of a preparedness plan at 
www.Generac.com. 




