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(NAPSA)—For homeowners wanting 
a fresh look, there’s one project that can 
give their home a whole new appearance 
while adding value at the same time: 
re-siding. Re-siding is one of the most 
important maintenance tasks Minneap-
olis homeowners can take on during the 
spring and summer. The project provides 
a chance to replace worn, damaged siding 
with new siding that refreshes the exte-
rior and improves curb appeal. After all, 
nothing decreases curb appeal faster than 
rotting, peeling siding.

As with any home remodeling proj-
ect, there are important questions to 
consider. In this case, homeowners often 
ask themselves “What’s the best siding 
for my home?” Selecting the right siding 
can be a balancing act—it needs to be af-
fordable, yet durable and attractive. 

It may be second nature for home-
owners to immediately turn to a wood 
or wood composite siding for its natu-
ral and rustic appearance, but what they 
may not know is that there are other 
options available that can still provide 
the aesthetic they’re looking for without 
the frequent maintenance cycles. The 
solution? Fiber cement siding. Here are 
five reasons why fiber cement is one of 
the most popular siding options among 
homeowners: 
Offers the Traditional Look of Wood

Wood is popular for its natural tex-
ture and rustic aesthetic, but appearance 
isn’t the only factor to consider when 
selecting siding for your home. Fiber 
cement gives the best of both worlds—
homeowners can still achieve the au-
thentic woodlike aesthetic, but without 
the frequent upkeep associated with 
wood or wood-based siding. James Har-
die® fiber cement siding, for instance, 
embodies the warmth and character of 
wood through various textures, shapes, 
sizes and colors to give homeowners the 
look they want.

The versatility of fiber cement’s col-
ors and textures makes it easy for home-
owners to select a color and style that re-

flect their personal tastes, whether they 
prefer a classic vintage home or a more 
contemporary appearance. Not only will 
re-siding with fiber cement boost curb 
appeal and improve the overall value of 
the home, it will help keep the exterior 
looking fresh despite day-to-day expo-
sure to weather, water, time and pests. 
Requires Less Maintenance

If homeowners knew up front how 
much maintenance was involved in 
maintaining their wood siding year af-
ter year, they might reconsider wood in 
the first place. The frequent repainting 
of wood requires more time and mon-
ey spent on upkeep. Like wood, fiber 
cement can be painted any color to give 
your home a fresh look, but fiber cement 
requires less maintenance. James Har-
die’s ColorPlus® Technology bakes on 
multiple coats of color in a controlled 
environment for a strong bond that re-
sists fading, peeling and cracking. Its 
durability and staying power provide an 
exceptionally beautiful, authentic exteri-
or with less upkeep. 
Resists Harsh Weather Conditions 

Your home was a big investment, and 
one you want to protect. Unfortunately, 
you can’t control what type of weather 
comes your way, so it’s critical to make 
sure your home is prepared for even 
the harshest weather conditions. Fiber 
cement siding provides the durability 
needed to withstand inclement weather.

Fiber cement and wood or wood-
based siding react differently to ex-

posure to moisture. While wood or 
wood-based siding may rot, curl, warp 
or split, fiber cement resists the harsh 
elements so you’re not left to deal with 
the expansion and contraction that can 
lead to unsightly corners and cracking, 
chipping paint. And it’s not just the 
outside of your home that suffers from 
warping and splitting—this can cause 
moisture to infiltrate, creating interior 
water damage.
Combats Common Hazards

There are a lot of home maintenance 
issues homeowners have to worry about, 
but pests destroying their exterior sid-
ing shouldn’t be one of them. Wood 
can attract problems like termites and 
other pests that can eventually severely 
damage the look of siding and may even 
call for a complete re-side. When pests 
find their way into a home, it may end 
up costing homeowners thousands of 
dollars’ worth of damage. Fiber cement, 
however, naturally resists damage from 
pests because it’s not composed of ma-
terials appealing to termites and other 
bugs. 

Of course, termites aren’t the only 
thing that pose a threat to wood siding. 
Wood is extremely susceptible to fire as 
well. Fiber cement siding, however, is 
not combustible, won’t melt and resists 
the spread of flame, providing greater 
security from fire than wood and plas-
tic-based siding products. 
Helps Save Money Over the Long Term

The potential for chipping, warping 
and rotting, and the frequent need to 
re-paint can turn wood or wood-based 
siding into more of a project than any 
homeowner has the time or expenses to 
maintain. Fiber cement’s extreme dura-
bility and lower maintenance make it an 
investment that pays for itself over time. 
With less upkeep, homeowners can allo-
cate that money and time to other home 
updates. 

Learn More
For more information on smart sid-

ing, visit www.jameshardie.com.

Five Reasons To Choose Fiber Cement Siding Over Wood-Based Siding

For a new home at the old address, 
try re-siding.

(NAPSA)—If you are like many 
Americans, you either own or work for 
a small business. Small businesses are a 
big part of the country’s economy, em-
ploying 56.1 million members of the na-
tion’s private workforce and creating two 
out of every three new jobs every year.

“Small businesses have an enormous 
role to play in keeping the engine of 
the economy and innovation churn-
ing,” said Ruth Veloria, executive dean 
for University of Phoenix. “This is true 
on every level, from supporting the 
national economy to the communities 
and individuals hard at work in it. On 
a local level, small businesses build per-
sonal connections, encourage a sense of 
community, and promote a high level of 
quality and customer service.”

A Revealing Survey
Recently, University of Phoenix cre-

ated a U.S. survey of registered voters 
conducted by Morning Consult, about 
attitudes toward small businesses. 

The findings show how important 
small businesses are to these respon-
dents. For example:
•	Sixty-eight percent say small businesses 

are very important to their community.
•	Fifty-seven percent have a parent, im-

mediate family member or close friend 
who has either previously owned or 
currently owns a small business. 

•	Eighty-nine percent say that small 
businesses improve the quality of life 
in their local community.

•	Many buy locally to support small 
businesses. In fact, 94 percent say they 
shop locally at least some of the time. 

•	Sixty-eight percent say small business-
es are very important to the health of 
the economy. 

•	Fifty-three percent say entrepreneurs 
are very important to the health of the 
economy. 

What To Ask Yourself
If you’re thinking of joining the 

ranks of America’s entrepreneurs, the 
experts at the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration suggest you first ask your-
self these questions: Why am I starting 
a business? What kind of business do I 
want? Am I prepared to spend the time 
and money needed to get my business 
started? How long do I have until I start 

making a profit? Who is my competi-
tion? How will I manage my business? 
Knowing the answers can help your 
startup last long.

Where To Turn
One route to creating and maintain-

ing a small business is through higher 
education. It helps prepare individuals 
to turn an idea into a marketable and vi-
able product, business or organization. 
The School of Business at University of 
Phoenix, for example, creates an envi-
ronment for students that allows them 
to test ideas, take risks and grow. 

One program that appeals to en-
trepreneurs is a Bachelor of Science in 
Business with a Small Business and En-
trepreneurship Certificate. The School 
of Business also offers professional de-
velopment and noncredit courses for 
entrepreneurs that will help them learn 
the skills needed to start and manage a 
business. Some courses to consider in-
clude financial management, market-
ing, and human resource management. 
Courses like these can help you prepare 
a business plan, promote your product 
or service, and stay competitive in the 
business world.  

Learn More
For more information about this 

program, including on-time completion 
rates, the median debt incurred by stu-
dents who completed this program, and 
other important information, please vis-
it www.phoenix.edu/colleges_divisions/
business.

For more information about Univer-
sity of Phoenix, please visit www.phoe 
nix.edu.

For Many, Small Business Is Close To Home

Small businesses and entrepreneurs 
are top of the list for helping the 
economic health of their own com-
munities and the U.S. in general.

(NAPSA)—Amazon Prime members 
save money and time through access to 
low prices, premium videos and music, 
as well as convenient delivery options. 
And now, Amazon has designed a dis-
counted monthly Prime membership 
option for customers participating in a 
growing list of government assistance 
programs.

How it Works
Prime is already an incredible val-

ue at $99/year or $10.99/month, and 
the discounted monthly offer makes 
Amazon’s everyday selection and sav-
ings more accessible, including the 
many conveniences and entertainment 
benefits of Prime. People using govern-
ment assistance can now get the benefits 
of Prime for $5.99 per month for one 
year, with the ability to cancel anytime.

What’s in it for Everyone
Tens of millions of members around 

the world already enjoy the many ben- 
efits of Prime. In addition to unlimited 
fast, free shipping options on more than 
50 million items, Prime members re- 
ceive unlimited access to the following 
benefits at no additional cost:
•	Prime Video: Unlimited access to tens 

of thousands of movies and TV shows

•	Prime Music: More than 2 million 
songs and thousands of playlists and 
stations

•	Prime Photos: Unlimited photo stor-
age to preserve family memories

•	Prime Reading: A rotating selection of 
free e-books and magazines

•	Audible Channels for Prime: Premium 
original podcasts, audio series and au-
diobooks exclusively from Audible

•	Kindle First: A free prerelease e-book 
each month

•	Twitch Prime: In-game loot on Twitch 
and 20 percent off prerelease digital 
games

•	Early Access: Exclusive early access to 
select Lightning Deals

•	Savings: Discounts on select prod-
ucts including 20 percent off diaper 
subscriptions

•	Prime FREE Same-Day Delivery: For 
1 million products, order by  noon and 
get them today in eligible zip codes

•	Prime Now: Free two-hour delivery 
on tens of thousands of items in eligi-
ble zip codes.

Learn More and Get Started
To start, customers will need to 

qualify with a valid Electronic Bene-
fits Transfer (EBT) card. An EBT card 
is commonly used to disburse funds 
for several government assistance 
programs including Temporary As-
sistance for Needy Families (TANF), 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), and Women, In-
fants, and Children Nutrition Program 
(WIC). Customers can qualify every 12 
months, up to four times. Amazon will 
add other ways to qualify in the future 
for customers participating in govern-
ment assistance programs that do not 
utilize EBT. There is no annual commit-
ment and members can cancel anytime. 
Customers can learn more or sign up 
for a 30-day free trial at www.amazon.
com/qualify.  

Amazon Introduces A Discounted Monthly Prime Offer For Customers 
Receiving Government Assistance

You don’t have to invest a lot to get 
the discounts and benefits available 
to members of a prime online shop-
ping service.

***
No man, for any considerable period, can wear one face to himself and another 
to the multitude without finally getting bewildered as to which may be the true.

—Nathaniel Hawthorne
***

***
Nothing endures but personal qualities.

—Walt Whitman
***

***
Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does.

—William James
***

***
If knowledge can create problems, it is not through ignorance that we can solve 
them.

—Isaac Asimov
***

***
A pessimist is one who makes difficulties of his opportunities and an optimist is 
one who makes opportunities of his difficulties.

—Harry Truman
***

***
Why has government been instituted at all? Because the passions of man will not 
conform to the dictates of reason and justice without constraint.

—Alexander Hamilton
***

***
An invasion of armies can be resisted, but not an idea whose time has come.

—Victor Hugo
***




