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(NAPSA)—Every lawn is unique.
From slopes and rough terrain to
a cleverly crafted maze of trees,
each lawn requires the right
mower to make clean, precise
cuts. To help you make the right
decision when it comes to mower
selection, here are some expert
tips on how to accurately choose a
zero-turn lawn mower.
•Durability: Comparing specs

on steel frame design and dimen-
sion, the gauge of the steel (the lower
the gauge, the thicker the material)
and protection surrounding the rear-
mounted engine can provide a good
idea of overall durability.
•Deck Construction: Resi-

dential mowers have decks of
lighter-gauge steel stamped in a
press. For typical residential
properties, stamped decks are
more than adequate, but for prop-
erties with rough terrain, they
may be less durable than the
commercial-grade welded decks.
Manufacturers with professional
heritage who also produce prod-
ucts for sports fields, golf courses
and professional contractors, like
Toro, can be trusted to provide
high-quality, commercial-grade
welded decks.
•Engine Design: It’s impor-

tant to be alert for brands that
are found on commercial zero-
turn mowers or a mower manu-
facturer ’s own brand. These
engines can be customized for
specific machines. At Toro, for
example, engines are specifically
matched to maximize perfor-
mance for the product they con-
trol. Before each engine leaves
the assembly line, it ’s tested
under load and checked for power
levels and governor response to
ensure peak performance.
•Easy-To-Adjust Cutting

Height: Adjusting cutting height
on a mower should be easy and
fast. A foot assist will provide
extra leverage in addition to a
hand lever. This lets the operator
quickly raise the deck for short
periods, such as mowing over an
exposed tree root. Mowers that
require manually adjusting the
deck height can significantly
reduce productivity.
•Tire Width: Wider tires dis-

tribute the machine’s weight over
a large area and are easier on the

grass. Additionally, they provide
improved traction.
•Comfort: Although zero-turn

mowers reduce the amount of
time spent mowing, comfort is still
key. Ensure the seat is comfort-
able and provides good back sup-
port. Control panel location is also
important. Make sure the controls
are highly visible and within easy
reach. Operation is less compli-
cated when controls are on the
same side.
•Ease of Use: Ensure your

mower matches your experience
level. Some zero-turn mowers pro-
vide adjustable mowing speed to
match comfort. Choosing the “high
mode” gives operators maximum
speed for mowing flat, open
spaces. “Low mode” creates
enhanced maneuverability when
cutting around trees, landscaping
or in other tight spaces. Some
manufacturers also provide zero-
turn mowers with steering
wheels, making operation even
more simple and intuitive. Look
for models with adjustable steer-
ing columns to maximize comfort
and ease of use.
•Price: Residential zero-turn

mowers range from $2,000 to
$6,000. While it’s possible to get a
quality zero-turn mower at the
lower end of that range, mowers at
the higher end usually have more
features and added durability.
No two lawns are alike. Zero-

turn mowers, such as those in the
TimeCutter series from Toro, can
cater to the uniqueness of any
yard.

Learn More
For further information about

zero-turnmowers, see www.toro.com.

Selecting A Zero-Turn Mower

With the ability to cut tight con-
tours, provide higher visibility to
the operator and offer higher
cutting speeds than lawn trac-
tors, zero-turn mowers can
decrease the time you spend
mowing by 45 percent.

(NAPSA)—As a medical spe-
cialist in the Army Special Forces
in the early 70s, Edward Hartnett
received multiple needle sticks
during the course of duty.
But he never thought they

would lead to a potentially life-
threatening liver disease. Experi-
encing no symptoms, Hartnett
was not aware he contracted the
chronic hepatitis C virus (HCV)
until he attempted to donate blood
years later.

HCV is Simple to Get
and Transmit

Baby boomers, or people born
between 1945 and 1965, are dis-
proportionately affected by HCV,
accounting for 81 percent of adults
with the virus.1 HCV is often
transmitted through blood trans-
fusions and organ transplants
before the availability of wide-
spread screening of the blood sup-
ply in 1992.2 HCV also can be
spread via contaminated needles
from tattoos, needle sticks or
intravenous drug use.2

HCV is Simple to Ignore
As in Hartnett’s case, HCV is

often a “silent disease” with no
noticeable symptoms. About 50
percent of those infected are
unaware they have the virus,
making testing for HCV vitally
important.3 And while testing isn’t
part of a routine physical, it’s rela-
tively easy. Physicians use a sim-
ple blood test to determine if a
person has been infected.
The Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention recommend the fol-
lowing people be tested for HCV.1
•Anyone born from 1945–1965
•Anyone who received donated

blood or organs before 1992
•Health and safety workers

who have been exposed to blood
on the job through a needle stick
or injury with a sharp object
•Anyone born to a mother with

hepatitis C
•Anyone with certain medical

conditions, such as chronic liver
disease or HIV
•Anyone with abnormal liver

tests or liver disease
•Anyone on hemodialysis
•Anyone who has injected

drugs, even if just once or many
years ago.
Yet the Impact is Not-So-Simple
Unfortunately, stories like

Hartnett’s are not uncommon.
HCV is the most prevalent chronic
blood-borne infection in the U.S.,4
affecting nearly 3.5 million Ameri-
cans,2 and is ten times more infec-
tious than HIV.5 It causes approxi-
mately 15,000 deaths each year2

and there are an estimated 17,000
new infections each year.5

When symptoms do occur, they
may include fatigue, joint pain,
nausea, vomiting, fever, loss of
appetite and abdominal pain.2

With up to 70 percent of
patients progressing to chronic
liver disease, HCV is a major
cause of liver failure and liver-
related death, and is the number
one cause of cirrhosis and liver
cancer in the U.S.2

There is Now Hope
for People with HCV

Now the good news: Thanks to
newly-available and highly-effec-
tive treatment options, HCV can
be cured—meaning the virus is
undetectable in the blood when
checked three months or more
after treatment is completed.6 Sci-
entific advances in the last few
years have resulted in treatments
that are shorter and more effec-
tive than in previous years, and
offer cure rates of more than 90
percent. If testing indicates a per-
son is infected with HCV, it is
important to consult a hepatitis C
specialist to discuss the opportu-
nity for treatment and cure. The
American Association for the
Study of Liver Diseases and the
Infectious Disease Society of
America recommend treatment
for all patients with chronic
hepatitis C.6
“I knew that HCV wasn’t going

to defeat me, but it was something
definitely hanging over my head—
knowing I could go into liver fail-
ure, liver cancer, cirrhosis and
ultimately death,” Hartnett said.
Now cured, he encourages anyone
who thinks they may be at risk to
be screened and importantly, if
diagnosed, seek care from a spe-
cialist. “Today’s the day to change
your life. There are more HCV
treatment options available than
in years past. I want to go out and
tell everyone who has HCV, ‘what
are you waiting for?’ ”
To learn more about HCV, visit

HepCHope.com.

3.5 Million Americans Are LivingWith The Number One
Cause Of Liver Cancer—And Many Don’t Know It

The Story Behind Chronic Hepatitis C
Your Past History Connects To Your Current Health

Houston resident and former
HCV patient, Edward Hartnett.
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(NAPSA)—Symptoms of stroke
include speech impairment, arm
numbness and weakness, severe
headache, sudden confusion, trou-
ble seeing out of one or both eyes,
as well as uncontrollable drooping
of the face. The experts at Genen-
tech say such signs mean you
should call 9-1-1 immediately.
Learn more at www.stroke.org.

One of the top trends in barbe-
cue today is the movement
toward more individual expres-
sion, says Jamie Purviance, chef
and author of the new for 2016
“Weber’s New American Barbe-
cue.” For facts, tips and recipes,
visit www.weber.com/cookbooks.
There are more than 300,000

residential fires in the U.S. each
year, according to the National
Fire Protection Association. But a
few simple steps can help keep
you and yours safe. Learn more at
http://www.rayovac.com/Learning/
fire-safety.aspx.
A video from the American

Heart Association shows that the
best way to prevent out-of-control
blood pressure from triggering a
domino effect of catastrophic
health events is to get it under con-
trol. To view the video and learn
more, visit www.heart.org/hbp.
A new touch-screen thermostat

from the YORK brand of Johnson
Controls provides real-time notifi-
cations and alerts to you and to
your heating and cooling service
provider and can tell you when to
call a technician. Learn more at
www.york.com, on YouTube and @
YORKHVAC or call (877) 874-7378.
Walt Disney Studios’ “The

Finest Hours” is a heroic action
thriller based on a legendary U.S.
Coast Guard rescue. It’s available
on Blu-ray Combo Pack, Digital
HD, Disney Movies Anywhere,
and On Demand, packaged with a
host of bonus features.
Designed for active older Ameri-

cans, SilverSneakers has a variety
of fitness offerings that also provide
invaluable social interactions. Mil-
lions are eligible for this fitness
benefit, free, through Medicare and
group retiree plans. To see if you’re
eligible or to find a class nearby,
visit www.SilverSneakers.com.
Swimming onto screens this

summer is the highly anticipated
Disney•Pixar ’s “Finding Dory.”
Many fun “Finding Dory” items
are diving onto retail shelves.
America’s wireless industry is

constantly changing and evolving
but one thing doesn’t change:
fierce competition for every single
mobile customer helps drive new
options for you. For more facts
and tips, visit www.ctia.org.
Afrezza is a new treatment for

people with diabetes, type 1 and
type 2. It’s an inhalable form of
insulin that acts quickly, so users
have greater flexibility in manag-
ing blood glucose fluctuations that
often occur after eating. Learn
more at www.afrezza.com.

***
It is impossible to keep a straight face in the presence of one or
more kittens.

—Cynthia E. Varnado
***

***
Cats are rather delicate creatures and they are subject to a good
many ailments, but I never heard of one who suffered from
insomnia.

—Joseph Wood Krutch
***

***
The cat could very well be man’s best friend but would never stoop
to admitting it.

—Doug Larson
***

***
As every cat owner knows, nobody owns a cat.

—Ellen Perry Berkeley
***

***
I am fond of pigs. Dogs look up to us. Cats look down on us. Pigs
treat us as equals.

—Winston Churchill
***

***
Never wear anything that panics the cat.

—P.J. O’Rourke
***

***
A house without a cat, and a well-fed, well-petted and properly
revered cat, may be a perfect house, perhaps, but how can it prove
its title?

—Mark Twain
***




