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(NAPSA)—There’s no better time
than now to make the most out of
your outdoor living space before the
cool months arrive. Creating an out-
door haven is easier to achieve than
you think thanks to a few expert
tips. These simple steps will not only
extend the life of your deck, but also
make it the talk of the neighborhood
for the rest of the summer and
beyond.
1. Deck-spiration: Before

tackling the transformation, think
about how you plan to utilize your
outdoor living space. Will you be
mostly cooking, dining and enter-
taining al fresco? Or will your
deck be a haven to unwind and
relax? Maybe it will be a combina-
tion of both? No matter what you
dream up, it’s best to pull refer-
ences from magazines, DIY blogs,
or even Pinterest to help guide
your inspiration process.
2. Time to Beautify: Tough

weather elements such as direct
sunlight, rain, snow and everyday
wear can dull the appearance and
integrity of your deck. One of the
best ways to liven up your outdoor
space is with a fresh coat of beauti-
ful, color-rich exterior wood stain.
When choosing your wood stain or
sealant, consider a product that
also includes waterproofing and
UV damage protection benefits like
Thompson’s WaterSeal’s new Pene-
trating Timber Oil. This premium
product nourishes and beautifies
with a unique triple blend of fast-
absorbing oils designed to provide
coverage with just one coat.
3. Deck-orate & Enjoy: Once

the stain or sealant has been
applied, it’s time to furnish and
personalize your deck with acces-
sories that are functional and
design friendly. Select comfortable
and eye-catching amenities that
are dual purpose, such as wicker
pieces or end tables that can dou-
ble as pull-up seating. Accent pil-
lows are an easy way to add a pop
of color and personality to an oth-
erwise neutral space. If your deck
is in direct sunlight, consider
blocking the blazing rays by creat-
ing a shady oasis with an all-

weather fabric umbrella or sun-
shade in a fun, stylish pattern.
Lastly, dress up the stairs or

entryway of your deck by lining
the edges with wood planters in
various sizes filled with flowers,
fresh herbs or other garden fare in
vibrant colors and textures to add
visual interest. HGTV/DIY Net-
work star Jeff Wilson recommends
sealing planter boxes with
Thompson’s WaterSeal Water-
proofing Wood Protector—Clear
Aerosol to help maintain wood’s
natural color and protect your
pieces from water damage.
Comfort and visual appeal are

equal partners with deck-orating;
you’re more likely to spend time
outdoors if you can relax, enter-
tain and dine in style. No matter
what outdoor activities appeal to
you most, the Thompson’s
WaterSeal website is a great place
to start for inspirational ideas and
product application tips to make
the most of your outdoor living
space this summer and for years
to come.
Thompson’s WaterSeal Pene-

trating Timber Oil and Thomp-
son’s WaterSeal Waterproofing
Wood Protector—Clear Aerosol
are sold nationwide at The Home
Depot.
Thompson’s WaterSeal Pene-

trating Timber Oil is available in
five colors: Natural, Pecan, Wal-
nut, Redwood and Teak.
For further facts, tips and inspi-

ration for your backyard deck, visit
www.thompsonswaterseal.com.
(Click through to Facebook,
YouTube and Pinterest for even
more creative deck ideas!)

Three Easy Steps to Creating the Outdoor
Space ofYour Dreams

Prepare your deck for good times
ahead.

(NAPSA)—If any of America’s
estimated 70 million schoolchil-
dren is yours, you may be glad to
learn about four steps toward
making the morning rush a little
more relaxed.
1.First, the best thing you

can do for the morning is to
start the night before. Pack
everyone’s lunch, pick out the next
day’s outfit and make sure it’s got
all its buttons and that the socks
match, make sure homework is in
the backpack and review the next
day’s schedule.

2.You don’t have to do it all
yourself. Assign simple tasks.
Teach your kids to plan the break-
fast menu, set the table for break-
fast and make their own beds.

3.Keep a binder or bulletin
board for important papers—
permission slips, test entry cards
and the like—that kids bring
home from school so you never
have to search for them.

4. If yours are like most kids
these days, they have their own
mobile phones, tablets, music
players and so on. If so, make sure
everything they want to take with
them is properly charged.
You should also be sure your chil-

dren understand about responsible
mobile phone and computer use and
wireless common sense. For one
thing, no one should ever send or
read texts or e-mail while driving,
biking or walking across the street.
For another, you and your child
should have a pin or password that
locks the screen.
It may also be a good idea to

download parental monitoring
and control apps. A wide variety

are available—from wireless car-
riers and app stores—that help
parents track their kids’ location
and monitor content of their text
messages and e-mail, photos, and
Web history. Family apps avail-
able from Sprint include Sprint
Mobile Controls, Sprint Family
Locator and Sprint Drive First.
Here are a few more facts on

smartphones, from a survey by
Sprint and Techlicious, that may be
of interest to parents and children:
•Thirty-two percent of parents

set rules for how their kids use
their smartphone.
•Seventeen percent of parents

have different rules for how kids
use smartphones on weekdays
compared to how they use them
on weekends.
•City parents are more

inclined to give kids smartphone
rules and use monitoring apps
than are suburbanites.
•Seventy-seven percent of kids

know parents use parental moni-
toring apps.
•Older parents are far less likely

than younger ones to tell their kids
they’re monitoring them.
•Parents who have Apple de-

vices use parental monitoring
more often than Android users do.
•Twelve- to 14-year-olds top

the list for first-time smartphone
ownership. However, in cities,
parents are more likely to give
kids a smartphone at ages 9–11.
•Dads are more likely to give

kids smartphones in elementary
school while moms are more likely
to give kids smartphones in mid-
dle school.

Learn More
For further information on kids

and smartphones, visit https://fam
ilysafety.sprint.com and www.4Net
Safety.com.

FourTipsTo EaseThe“GetTo School”Rush

Most kids get their first smart-
phone when they’re between 9
and 14 years old.

About one in three families has
rules governing how kids can
use smartphones.

There is only one Q in a Scrabble
game.

In addition to the phonograph,
Thomas Edison gets credit for
inventing wax paper and an elec-
tric railway car.

Blondes have more hair than
dark-haired people.

Comets tails point away from the
sun at all times.When a comet is
moving away from the sun its tail
is actually leading.

Dice used in crap games in Las
Vegas are manufactured to a tol-
erance of 0.0002 inches, less
than 1⁄17 the thickness of a
human hair.

With only a few exceptions, true
cacti are found exclusively in the
Western Hemisphere.

When someone or something is said to be on the level it is thought to
be honest or as advertised. The expression is taken from the rituals
of Freemasonary. The level is an instrument of builders. As a symbol,
it stands for equality.

Baseball player Roger Maris, who hit 61 home runs in 1961, won only
one home run title.

Insects outnumber humans 100,000,000 to one.

The zipper was patented in 1891.




