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Decks Can Be Beautiful And Sustalnable

(NAPSA)—For some homeown-
ers, a deck is an extension of what
makes a house a home. It can be a
place to retreat to after a long,
work-filled week as well as a place
to spend time with family and
friends.

For some, a deck can even
serve as a way to express environ-
mental values. That’s the word
from the California Redwood
Association (CRA).

According to the Association,
when California homeowners were
asked about their choice of decking
material, 75 percent of those sur-
veyed said that it’s important for
their deck to be eco friendly.
Ninety percent believed a deck
should be recycled and reused, not
dumped in a landfill.

Unfortunately, it can be confus-
ing for builders and homeowners
to know what’s sustainable and
what’s not. To demonstrate that
redwood may be the most environ-
mentally friendly building mater-
ial available, the CRA commis-
sioned a life-cycle assessment.
This process is commonly used to
quantify the environmental foot-
print generated when producing
and consuming products that are
used in everyday life.

The result of the assessment is
the finding that redwood may be
considered one of the most envi-
ronmentally responsible building
materials available.

For instance, it is a renewable
resource that is grown and har-
vested under the most stringent
forestry regulations. Using noth-
ing more than the energy from the
sun, and the careful management
of redwood forests, redwood is
renewable, recyclable and cleaner

According to a recent assess-
ment, redwood may be consid-
ered one of the most environ-
mentally responsible building
materials available.

to produce than composites or
plastics.

In addition, when lumber is
milled into decking and other
products, the bark, sawdust and
scrapings are collected and used
to produce clean energy. Sawmills
are able to use this biomass
energy to power their operations
and add excess electricity to the
state’s power grid, taking red-
wood’s energy efficiency to a level
that manufactured materials
never reach.

With redwood, you can be envi-
ronmentally conscientious without
sacrificing quality or elegance.
Plastics and composites rely on
chemical resins and fossil fuels
that release carbon and increase
emissions.

Trees, however, take carbon out
of the air and store it in wood fiber.
It’s estimated that a redwood deck
can store more than a half ton of
carbon, which keeps the carbon
safely out of the air, helps reduce
emissions and helps to lower a
homeowner’s carbon footprint.

To learn more, visit www.real
strongredwood.com.





