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(NAPSA)—While severe
weather seems to be on the rise in
the U.S.—the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
says severe, often record-breaking
snow, cold, drought, heat, floods,
tornadoes and hurricanes com-
bined to reach the greatest num-
ber of multibillion-dollar weather
disasters in the nation’s history—
you can stay safe at home.

What You Can Do
The best place to start is with a

durable roof backed by a solid
warranty.

There are many different types
of sturdy roofs available for resi-
dential applications. One of the
most durable, proven to perform
well in all climates, is Class 4
asphalt shingles. These shingles
carry the highest impact resis-
tance rating set by Underwriters
Laboratories, an independent,
not-for-profit product safety test-
ing and certification organization.

What Works
Fortunately, a building products

manufacturer in business for more
than a century offers a variety of
asphalt shingles. Each impact-
resistant shingle option, such as
the heavyweight Presidential
Shake IR, has added fiberglass
backing. This enhances the impact
resistance over and above the

industry’s already high standards,
so the shingles can withstand the
impact of a 2-inch steel ball
dropped from 20 feet without crack-
ing—and hailstones at 90 mph.

Most CertainTeed IR-rated
shingles also include a lifetime
limited warranty against defects
and a standard 15-year, 110-mph-
wind warranty provision. Addi-
tionally, some insurance compa-
nies offer homeowners a discount
on their insurance policy for these
types of shingles.

Cool Idea
For an even bigger environ-

mental punch, solar reflective
shingles with impact resistance,
such as CertainTeed Landmark
Solaris Gold IR, are not only
durable, but also excellent for
anywhere solar heat is a chal-
lenge. The shingle has been tested
to reduce a roof ’s temperature by
as much as 20 percent in hot
sunny weather, which can lower
utility bills. Plus, it comes in a
palette of rich, authentic colors
that make it an easy choice for
eco-friendly living.

Learn More
For further facts about durable

roofing or to find a credentialed
contractor nearby, visit www.cer
tainteed.com or call (800) 233-
8990.

Protect Your House With A Roof To Withstand Rough Weather

A good roof can help keep your home heating and cooling costs from
going through, well, the roof.

(NAPSA)—Making a small
room appear larger can be as sim-
ple as using color creatively. To
add some breathing room to a
compact space, all you need are
some colorful ideas.

“Color is one of the easiest, most
affordable ways to transform the
look and feel of a room,” says
David Bromstad, HGTV® star and
celebrity interior designer. “When
used in a few well-chosen places,
such as a feature wall or statement
piece of furniture, color can have a
big impact in a small space.”

Bromstad offers these color tips
for transforming a space from tiny
to airy:

Create a focal point with
paint. Paint a statement wall
that draws attention away from
the size of your space and toward
something beautiful and vibrant.
Bright or bold colors work well, as
the wall can appear to recede, cre-
ating the illusion of space.

Go big with lighter and
softer colors. In areas beyond
the feature wall, use lighter and
softer colors to make the space
seem larger. Light blues and
greens add significant light subtly
to a room.

Coordinate your colors.
Stretch your space and maximize
impact by using color to coordi-
nate your rooms and decor.
HGTV® HOME by Sherwin-
Williams offers pre-coordinated
collections of color, paint and wall-
paper. The color palettes can be
used to ensure that your walls,
furniture and accessories help cre-
ate a cohesive look.

Reflect upon something.
Placed opposite a window or side
by side, mirrors can spread light
throughout the room to make

spaces feel larger. A tall mirror
draws the eye up, making ceilings
look taller. When angled toward
your room’s focal wall, a mirror
can also create the illusion of
depth.

Paint something unex-
pected. Think beyond your walls
and consider painting your mail-
box or address numbers on your
home, a stairway banister or a
piece of furniture. Add a colorful
punctuation point by transform-
ing a bedroom nightstand bright
blue or a desk chair in an unex-
pected orange. Everything else in
the room will appear larger.

“Clever use of color adds the
illusion of space and injects per-
sonality into it as well. That’s
what’s great about color; you can
dramatically alter the look of a
room while expressing yourself in
a fun way,” Bromstad adds.

For additional inspiration and
information on HGTV HOME by
Sherwin-Williams, visit www.sher
win-williams.com/hgtv.

Big, Colorful Ideas For Small Spaces

A big mirror and coordinated col-
ors can make a small room look
larger and are a nice reflection on
your good taste.

(NAPSA)—Ready or not, retire-
ment is rapidly becoming a reality
for a growing number of Ameri-
cans. And, as many of the esti-
mated 10,000 Americans who
retire every day are finding out, a
fulfilling and healthy retirement
rarely happens by accident.

While some say that it takes
more than a million dollars in a
retirement account to live com-
fortably, others disagree. They
believe that it is more a matter of
living wisely and being prepared
before you retire.

It also requires investing—not
just money, but your time and
effort as well. That’s because
many of the issues that affect
retirees can be complicated.

Fortunately, getting access to
an expert who knows these
issues in detail may be easier
than you realize. That’s the word
from the author of a new book,
award-winning Washington Post
retirement columnist Stan Hin-
den. His best-selling “How to
Retire Happy, Fourth Edition”
(McGraw-Hill Professional) is
designed to help readers make
the right decisions to ensure a
happy, healthful retirement.

The expert advice it contains is
delivered in an easy-to-under-
stand, step-by-step style. The book
includes all the material from pre-
vious editions as well as:

•Brand-new material on health
insurance and the prescription
drug plan

•The facts about Medicare

Part A (hospital), Part B (tests,
doctors, preventive care) and Part
D (prescription drugs)

•The author’s personal experi-
ences with the realities of long-
term Alzheimer’s care

•Fully updated material on
Social Security strategies

•How to handle the financial
realities of the post-meltdown era.

The book is available as a
paperback and an e-book.

To learn more, you can visit
www.mhprofessional.com.

Book Offers Tips On A Happy Retirement

Many believe that to have a
happy retirement, you must pre-
pare before you retire. That
means doing your homework on
Medicare and Social Security.

Is Someone “Liening”
On Your Car?

(NAPSA)—When buying a used
car, it’s important to look for prob-
lems that aren’t apparent to the
naked eye. You might think of
damage or fraud, but this includes
any financial issues as well.

For starters, make sure any
unpaid liens have been resolved
before buying the car. A lien is “a
legal right to the vehicle by a
third party to ensure the repay-
ment of a debt or other financial
obligation.”

If you buy a vehicle with a lien
on its title, you become legally
obligated to pay off the debts. The
lien also prevents you from regis-
tering the car until the lien is paid
off.

One way to help protect your-
self is to get a Carfax Vehicle His-
tory Report. It can contain a wide
variety of information reported on
the vehicle, such as title informa-
tion, accident history and odome-
ter readings, as well as financial
issues, such as liens against the
car.

Visit www.carfax.com to get a
Carfax Report and learn more.

When a lien is placed against a
car, it can prevent a new owner
from registering the car until it is
resolved.

(NAPSA)—“Many homeowners
choose professionally installed
window film as a smart and con-
venient way to upgrade existing
windows to energy-saving stan-
dards,” said Darrell Smith, execu-
tive director of the nonprofit
International Window Film Asso-
ciation. A free booklet about win-
dow film can be downloaded at
www.iwfa.com.

* * *
Brinks Home Security brand

Push Pull Rotate knobs and
levers, produced by Hampton
Products, let you open the door
even when your hands are full.
Learn more at www.bhsppr.com
and (800) 562-5625.

* * *
PPG Pittsburgh Paints’ The

Voice of Color analyzes upcoming
color trends and incorporates the
hues into color palettes. You can
find more at www.voiceofcolor.com.

* * *
With up to 700 air watts of

power and a high-efficiency motor
that can capture more dirt and

allergens than a typical vacuum,
the new BEAM Alliance Central
Vacuum System by Electrolux can
make quick work of almost any
mess. Learn more at www.beam
vac.com and (800) 369-2326.

* * *
It may be getting easier to save

on cooling costs and get the com-
fort you want. New systems from
Mitsubishi Electric employ
advanced technology that can pre-
cisely adjust the temperature in
each room to a homeowner’s pref-
erence. To learn more, visit
www.mitsubishi-cooling.com.

***
You know you’re pitching well when the batters look as bad as
you do at the plate.

—Duke Snider
***

***
There are two theories on hitting the knuckleball. Unfortunately,
neither of them works.

—Charley Lau
***

Major League Baseball rule 301c
says that umpires must rub down
six dozen baseballs to dull their
shine before a game can start.

Benjamin Franklin thought the
wild turkey—not the bald eagle—
was the best choice for the
national bird.




