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(NAPSA)—There’s nothing bet-
ter than digging your toes in the
warm sand, breathing crisp, salty
air or hearing the sound of waves
crashing on the shoreline. But
whether the beach is close to
home or thousands of miles away,
you don’t have to leave the memo-
ries behind at the summer’s end.
There are many creative ways to
bring the beach into your home all
year long.
Here are a few project ideas

that are sure to give you that
tranquil beach feel even on a
gloomy winter day:
Accent with shimmering

sea glass. Sea glass is one of the
rarest of all beach finds. Perhaps
that’s why purchasing an accent
piece made of natural sea glass
can be very expensive. But thanks
to paint innovation, it’s easy to
replicate the glimmering bluish
green tone of natural sea glass
and create a beautiful accent piece
without spending a fortune.
Find an old glass jar, bowl

or vase around your home—or
purchase one at the dollar
store. Then spray it with a paint
like Rust-Oleum Frosted Glass
Spray. Fill the jar or bowl with
sand, coral or shells you brought
home from the beach. It will cost
less than $10 but will look like
you spent a fortune.
Seashells forever. Hunting

for shells is a timeless beach pas-
time. And the seashells you find
can be used to create one-of-a-
kind decorations to give a beach
feel to your home year-round.
Make sure to clean your

shells with soap and water to
remove sand, salt and other
debris. Once completely dry,
spray on a coat of Bulls Eye Shel-
lac. Its all-natural shellac resin
will seal in lingering odors and
preserve the shells so they don’t

crumble over time. Let the shells
dry overnight. Then get out your
glue gun and attach them to any
surface you choose. It’s an easy,
affordable way to spend some
post-beach time with your kids.
Frame up your vacation

memories. Photos are great for
reminiscing about warm summer
days at the beach. So instead of
storing them on your hard drive,
why not frame them in ocean-
esque colors for all to see?
Find a few old frames,

either at home or from a thrift
store. Then paint them with a
spray paint like Rust-Oleum
Stops Rust Harbor Blue or Ultra
2X Aqua. Group your photos on a
vacation wall—or display them
throughout your home—to keep
your warm, sunny days at the
beach top of mind throughout the
winter’s chill.
Visit Facebook.com/Paintideas

for additional inspiring and cre-
ative decorating projects.

Bring The Beach IntoYour HomeYear-Round

There are many creative ways to
bring the beach into your home
all year long.

(NAPSA)—Increasingly, lawn
care is becoming a year-round
process. No matter the season,
there are things a homeowner
must take care of in order to keep
a lawn looking its best.
For example, if you use a sprin-

kler system to help keep your
lawn in great shape, there are cer-
tain tasks you must perform
before winter arrives.
Experts recommend that you

winterize your system around the
middle of autumn to make certain
that the job is done before any
freezing occurs. The process
mainly consists of getting all the
water out of the lines. When
water is left in the system and
freezes, it can damage the valves
and other system components.
Here are some tips from the

experts at Rain Bird:
•Start by turning off the

timer. Automatic irrigation sys-
tems have a controller or timer.
Most controllers have a “rain” or
“off” mode that shuts off the sig-
nals to the valves. Turning it “off”
allows the controller to keep all
the essential programming infor-
mation stored in it. The only
change is that the valves will not
activate. If you unplug or cut the
power to your controller, you may
need to reprogram it in the spring.
•Make sure the water is off.

Shutting off the main water sup-
ply helps to protect the system
from freezing.
Also, wrap the valve in insula-

tion (foam insulation tape and a
plastic bag). If your system doesn’t
have a main shutoff valve, in-
stalling one to protect your invest-
ment is a good idea.
•Next—drain pipes to keep

them from freezing. Those who

live in colder regions will want to
remove the water from pipes to
keep them from freezing and
bursting.
There are several ways to

drain pipes, including draining
the valves manually and using
compressed air to “blow out” the
system. Since there can be some
risk involved, it’s always a good
idea to contact an irrigation sys-
tem specialist. It’s also a good
idea to insulate any above-
ground pipes.
•Backflow preventers and

valves that are aboveground
need to be insulated, too. Since
this can be a complicated process,
you may want to speak with an
irrigation specialist, such as those
at Rain Bird.
•Learn more. For more irri-

gation tips as well as information
on where to find a specialist, visit
www.rainbird.com or call (800)
RAINBIRD.

GettingYour Irrigation System Ready ForWinter

Experts say it’s best to winterize
your lawn’s irrigation system
around the middle of autumn to
make certain that the job is done
before any freezing occurs.

Selective Service
Registration Is Key
(NAPSA)—There’s good news

for young men who think that life
is getting too complicated. There
is one thing that is actually get-
ting more convenient—registering
with the Selective Service.
Young men are required by law

to register with the Selective Ser-
vice System within 30 days of
their 18th birthday. Failure to do
so can result in fines and, in some
cases, incarceration.

Increased Convenience
Fortunately, it is now possible

to register online. To make it even
more convenient, you can even use
an iPhone, BlackBerry or other
smartphone or computer. How-
ever, those who prefer the “old
school” way can still register at a
post office or when they fill out a
FAFSA form.

AKey To Opportunities
By registering with Selective

Service, young men stay eligible
for Pell Grants, College Work-
Study and Guaranteed Student/
PLUS Loans.
Another advantage is that a

young man stays eligible for fed-
eral job training, as well as
numerous federal jobs.
To learn more, visit www.sss.

gov.

By registering with Selective Ser-
vice, young men remain eligible
for Pell Grants and Guaranteed
Student/PLUS Loans.

(NAPSA)—Although capital ac-
cess is a hurdle even for elite entre-
preneurs and can dampen the
growth of successful companies,
some smaller firms are finding they
can get the financing they need.
To help educate entrepreneurs

on available capital resources, the
Initiative for a Competitive Inner
City (ICIC) and the Staples Foun-
dation have compiled a short
guide for CEOs about federally
funded capital access programs.
•SBA 7(a) Loan Program:

The SBA’s 7(a) loan program is
the largest government-backed
loan program for entrepreneurs
and is designed to encourage
lenders to work with companies
they might otherwise consider too
risky. The 7(a) loan program can
help finance up to $5 million,
which can be used to buy a busi-
ness, for long-term working capi-
tal or to purchase equipment.
Depending on the size of the

loan, the SBA generally guaran-
tees from 75 to 85 percent of the
total loan amount. The caveat is
that SBA loans can come with
hefty fees—in a sense, the busi-
ness owner is buying insurance on
the loan. Such fees currently start
at 3.5 percent of the guaranteed
amount of the loan and can be
financed as part of the loan. Learn
more at www.sba.gov.
•Community Development

Financial Institutions (CDFI):
CDFIs are financial institutions
that support the economic revital-
ization of low-income communi-
ties, including the businesses
there. Banks, credit unions and
venture funds may all be certified
as CDFIs and use federal funds to
invest in businesses or real estate,

to make consumer loans or to pro-
vide other services in communities
that lack them. Entrepreneurs
who have worked with CDFIs
describe the due diligence process
as being more intensive than that
used by most banks but often say
they get a valuable mentoring
relationship—in addition to
cash—in return. The availability
of CDFI financing varies greatly.
You can learn about this resource
at www.cdfifund.gov/.
•New Markets Tax Credits

(NMTC): This program is de-
signed to encourage investment in
low-income areas. Investments in
qualifying projects can get a 39
percent tax credit taken over
seven years. More than $25 billion
in tax credits has already been
granted. NMTC money is chiefly
used for real estate, with about 82
percent being used this way.
Entrepreneurs of all kinds can
also benefit from the program,
using it to build new physical
locations. For more information,
visit www.icic.org.

Using Government ResourcesTo GrowYour Business

Many businesses may get loans
and guarantees from more re-
sources than they realize.

(NAPSA)—Plants can be a
beautiful way to spruce up your
home and garden, but if you share
your home with a dog or cat, you’ll
want to choose your plants care-
fully. The leaves, seeds, berries
and bulbs of some common plants
can be poisonous to pets.
Many flowers, such as hya-

cinth, oleander and hydrangea,
can cause stomach irritation when
ingested by your cat or dog. Wiste-
ria, lily of the valley, morning
glory and narcissus are other com-
mon plants that have parts that
could be poisonous such as seeds,
pods, roots, bulbs and flowers, and
therefore should be avoided when
landscaping your yard.
Vegetable and fruit gardens

should also be treated with cau-
tion. The leaves of rhubarb, shoots
of potatoes and seeds of apples
can be extremely poisonous to
dogs and cats. Instead, try plant-
ing beets, honeydew melon or zuc-
chini squash, none of which will
pose a threat to your precious
pets.
If you’d like to bring your gar-

den inside, tuberous plants are
great to include in any fresh-cut
arrangement. While some mem-
bers of the tuberous family are
completely poisonous, such as iris
and lilies, others can be safe when
handled intelligently. As long as
their bulbs are discarded, tulips,
daffodils and buttercups are a
beautiful and safe way to bring
nature indoors.
In the spring, be sure not to

plant azaleas, primroses or gera-

niums, which are entirely poiso-
nous to dogs and cats. Consider
planting impatiens, sunflowers or
petunias instead, as they are all
safe and will add color and beauty
to your outdoor space.
Floral decorations are not solely

relegated to springtime, however.
The winter holidays are a popular
time to celebrate with seasonal
plants, so be mindful as you deco-
rate. Cats and dogs should stay
away from holly and mistletoe—
both of which contain poisonous
berries—and English ivy and poin-
settia plants, whose leaves, flow-
ers and stems are toxic.
For more information about

plants that are hazardous to your
pets, visit www.Petside.com/plants.
Petside.com is an online des-
tination for pet owners and pet
enthusiasts from DigitalWorks @
NBCU and Procter & Gamble
Productions, Inc.

Tips On Sharing A HomeWith Pets And Plants

Cats can become sick if they eat
azalea, mistletoe or iris plants.

(NAPSA)—The Pampered Chef
Cooking Shows allow customers to
test and buy product people can
use most when times are tight to
create dinner ideas for around $2 a
serving. For recipes, family meal-
time ideas and more information,
go to www.pamperedchef.com.

* * *
You can find recipes for many

wholesome, delicious meals online
at www.onions-usa.org/recipes and
on Twitter @Onionista.

* * *
You can get great recipes from

a free copy of the regular or
gluten-free version of the LAND
O’LAKES holiday baking brochure,
at www.landolakes.com, and more
information at (800) 328-4155.

* * *
Fresh, delicious apples can be

enjoyed in a variety of ways. Tempt-
ing recipes, such as Caramel-Glazed
Apple Pie and Caramel Dip, can be
found at www.argostarch.com and
www.karosyrup.com.




