
(NAPSA)—Robson Communities
offers purchase incentives, state-of-
the-art amenities and luxury homes
at seven retirement communities in
Arizona and Texas. For more infor-
mation or to learn about preferred
guest visiting programs, go to
www.robson.com/retire or call (800)
732-9949. 

**  **  **
In the aftermath of Katrina,

Volunteers of America created the
“Coming Back Home” initiative
with a commitment to create
more than 1,000 units of afford-
able housing in the Gulf Coast
area. For more information, visit
www.VolunteersofAmerica.org.

**  **  **
NFL Hall of Famer Jerry Rice

says chiropractic care helped him

stay healthy throughout his
career with the 49ers, Raiders,
Broncos and Seahawks. He’s now
a spokesperson for the Founda-
tion for Chiropractic Progress, a
not-for-profit dedicated to
increasing awareness of chiro-
practic care. Visit www.yes2
 chiropractic.org. 
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(NAPSA)—During the mid-
2000s, inflated real estate values
and low-interest loans often con-
tributed to homeowners “supersiz-
ing” new homes with numerous
upgrades and leveraging generous
lines of equity credit. Those days
are distant memories as home
sales continue to decline and fore-
closures continue to rise. Today,
remodeled kitchens, new pools
and elaborate landscapes serve as
devalued reminders of how far the
market has fallen. 

Some remodeling projects, how-
ever, perform very well in good
and bad times. The “2009-10 Cost
vs. Value® Report” from Remodel-
ing magazine, in cooperation with
the National Association of Real-
tors®, makes a strong case for
“smart” projects that deliver cos-
metic and utilitarian value. In
addition to holding their value,
these projects in crease a home’s
curb appeal, giving the seller a sig-
nificant edge in a buyer’s  market. 

Fiber cement siding—designed
to closely resemble wood but being
fire, moisture and impact resis -
tant—may be the best example of
smart remodeling. Since first
being included as part of the

report in 2005, fiber cement siding
has held its position as the top-
ranked return on investment for
projects costing over $1,200,
demonstrating consistent value
even when the housing market
has not. In fact, its 83.6 percent
return for 2009-10 beats out foam-
backed vinyl siding, kitchen and
bath remodels, decks and even
window and roof replacements.
The average cost of a fiber cement
siding project is approximately
$13,300, according to the report.

“The economy always impacts
the kinds of remodeling projects
homeowners undertake,” said Paul

Gentzel, repair and remodel busi-
ness manager for James Hardie
Building Products, the No.1
provider of fiber cement siding in
the United States. “The ‘Cost vs.
Value Report’ clearly shows
‘replacement’ projects or practical
improvements that extend the life
of a home and add to its exterior
appearance are even more valu-
able when home sales are down.

“For example, James Hardie
fiber cement siding products are
‘engineered for climate,’ meaning
they are specially formulated to
provide maximum protection
against climate and the elements,
based on where they are in stalled,”
said Gentzel. “On top of that, the
products dramatically upgrade a
home’s exterior appearance. That
kind of remodel is valuable to both
the seller and the buyer.” 

To learn more about James
Hardie fiber cement siding, visit
www.jameshardie.com/value and
the James Hardie pages on Face-
book or follow James Hardie on
Twitter. To read the entire “2009-10
Cost vs. Value Report” from
Remodeling magazine, visit
www.remodeling.hw.net/2009/costvs
value/national.aspx . 

Smart Remodeling Is A Good Investment Even In A Bad Housing Market 

Fiber cement siding is an exam-
ple of a “smart” remodeling proj -
ect. It increases curb appeal and
protects the home.

by Elinor Ginzler
(NAPSA)—There could be good

news for caregivers concerned
about keeping up with the cost of
medications today.

For one thing, when you have
Medicare Part D, it will cover
the cost of prescription drugs up
to $2,700.

After that, however,
there is the no cover-
age “doughnut hole.”
You can “come out of
the hole” once out-of-
pocket expenses reach
$4,350. At that point,
coverage re sumes, for
95 percent of cost. This

is called “catastrophic coverage.”
It is estimated that more than

3 million people fall into the cov-
erage gap annually, and when
they do, their prescription costs
double. Some skip pills or post-
pone or cut back on medical care
because of its expense. Alterna-
tively, many older adults cut back
on food, utilities and other essen-
tials to be able to afford their
daily meds.

The better news is that there is
help. For instance, with AARP’s
new Doughnut Hole Calculator,
you can find out whether there are
less expensive drugs. All you have
to do is type in the drugs your
loved one takes and his or her ZIP
code. You’ll see on your screen a list
of similar, less expensive drugs,
such as generic versions, which are
just as safe and effective but
cheaper. The tool shows how the
savings generated from switching
to the suggested drugs would pre-
vent or delay falling into the cover-
age gap. You can print out a letter
to take to the doctor to talk about
whether the lower-cost drugs are

right for your loved one. It’s at
www.aarp.org/doughnuthole.

State Health Insurance Assis-
tance Programs (SHIPs) provide
personal counseling and assis-
tance to millions of Medicare bene-
ficiaries and their caregivers. They
also provide accurate, understand-
able and objective information;
counseling; and assistance to fami-
lies on a wide range of health-
insurance issues including
Medicare, Medicaid, long-term
care and prescription drugs.

They use personal data to
determine which programs your
loved one may be eligible for, such
as a low-income subsidy program
or a state prescription-drug assis-
tance program.

Since states approach drug-
assistance programs differently, it
is best to contact your state,
county or parish SHIP program
directly or call the Department of
Aging to learn about what’s avail-
able for your older family member.

In addition, a number of drug
companies might also help. The
Partnership for Prescription Assis-
tance is sponsored by pharmaceuti-
cal companies and public and pri-
vate programs offering free or very
low-cost brand-name prescription
drugs to those who qualify.

To see if the program might
help your family member, you can
go to its Web site, www.pparx.org,
or call (888) 4PPA-NOW. You can
also learn more at www.medsand
aging.org and www.ccgp.org.

Take care,
Elinor
• Ms. Ginzler is a national expert

on independent living and aging
issues. She currently serves as
AARP’s lead spokesperson on care-
giving, housing and mobility issues.

Lowering Your Costs For Prescription Drugs

Elinor Ginzler

Earl Tupper, of Tupperware fame, is believed to have gotten the
design for Tupperware’s liquidproof, airtight lids by duplicating the lid
of a paint can.

***
A cat, after being scolded, goes about its business. A dog slinks off
into a corner and pretends to be doing a serious self-reappraisal.

—Robert Brault
***

***
Dogs feel very strongly that they should always go with you in
the car, in case the need should arise for them to bark violently
at nothing right in your ear.

—Dave Barry
***

***
A door is what a dog is perpet-
ually on the wrong side of.

—Ogden Nash
***

***
I love a dog. He does nothing
for political reasons.

—Will Rogers
***

***
I named my dog Stay so I can
say, “Come here, Stay. Come
here, Stay.”

—Steven Wright
***

The Grand Slam in golf is
made up of the Masters, the U.S.
Open, the British Open and the
PGA Championship.

***
If animals could speak, the dog would be a blundering outspoken
fellow; but the cat would have the rare grace of never saying a
word too much.

—Mark Twain
***

***
The cat could very well be man’s best friend but would never stoop
to admitting it.

—Doug Larson
***




