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(NAPSA)—The Home Doctor
offers answers to commonly-
asked building questions.

Q. A recent hailstorm did
extensive damage to the sid-
ing on my house, and I need to
replace it. What are my best
options for durable siding that
will stand up to bad weather,
while still offering me the
broad style and color selec-
tions I want?

A. When severe storm patterns
pop up on the weather map, the
last thing homeowners want to
think about is the damage that
storms could cause to the exterior
of their homes. Storms can create
fierce wind gusts that can cause
objects to dent siding and even
tear it off completely. 

In the past, homeowners had
very few options for weather-resis-
tant siding with good visual
appeal. According to Realtor Mag-
azine, new siding can cost up to
$6,000 for the average-sized
home, so why shouldn’t homeown-
ers get the best of both worlds for
that amount of money? Fortu-
nately, durable siding is now

available that is pleasing to the
eye and warranted to last for
many years. 

I recommend choosing a vinyl
or polymer siding. These materi-
als maintain their integrity for
years, and the upkeep is minimal.
At worst, you will occasionally
need to wash dirt off the siding
with an average garden hose.
They are very low maintenance. 

One good option is Monogram 46
vinyl siding from CertainTeed Cor-
poration. The 46 means the mater-
ial is .046" thick, so it has increased
strength and impact resistance. It
is also designed to withstand wind-
load pressure up to 220 miles per
hour and features the widest color
selection of any siding, making
style choices endless.

So the next time severe
weather storms through your
town, know that your siding can
stand out and stand up to what-
ever is blown its way.

To learn more about this and
other CertainTeed products,
including fiber cement siding,
visit  certainteed.com or call
(800) 782-8777.

How Does Your Home Stand Up To Bad Weather?

It’s always fair weather when you are prepared for storm damage.

(NAPSA)—Used-car buyers
everywhere may find themselves
getting soaked—literally—when
they discover that the vehicle of
their dreams has an ocean of
problems.

The reason? Over the last five
years, the number of waterlogged
wrecks on the market—damaged
by heavy rains, hurricanes or other
flooding—has more than doubled.
Some states report increases of up
to six times the amount cited five
years ago. Often, these cars are
moved from flood-prone regions to
areas where consumers are less
suspicious. And despite the fact
that most flood-damaged vehicles
will be written off by insurance
companies, some will make their
way back onto the used-car mar-
ket, rebuilt and disguised as ordi-
nary used cars with clean titles.

Flood damage may be hard to
spot, but a car that’s been underwa-
ter will literally rot from the inside
out. Flood damage can ruin elec-
tronics, contaminate lubricants
and threaten mechanical systems,
often without leaving outward
signs.

Used-car sales are expected to
top 44 million this year, so con-
sumers should be on high alert for
signs of hidden damage and
potential fraud. To help you avoid
cars with water damage, Carfax
offers these tips:

• Check: Check the trunk,
glove compartment, dashboard
and below the seats for signs of
water damage such as silt, mud or
rust.

• Examine: Examine uphol-
stery and carpeting closely; if it
doesn’t match the interior or fits
loosely, it may have been replaced.
Discolored, faded or stained mate-
rials could indicate water damage. 

• Turn on: Turn the ignition
key and make sure that accessory

and warning lights and gauges
come on and work properly. Make
sure the air bag and ABS lights
come on.

• Test: Test lights (interior and
exterior), windshield wipers, turn
signals, cigarette lighter, radio,
heater and air conditioner several
times to make sure they work. 

• Flex: Flex some of the wires
beneath the dashboard. Wet wires
will become brittle upon drying
and may crack.

• Smell: Take a deep breath
and smell for musty odors from
mildew. 

• Visit: Go to a trusted me-
chanic for a prepurchase inspec-
tion. Always get vehicles checked
before handing over any money. 

• Ask: Ask to see a detailed
vehicle history report. Carfax
Vehicle History Reports can reveal
many hidden problems from a
vehicle’s past, including flood
titles, and will indicate if a vehicle
has been titled/registered in at-
risk areas during flood and hurri-
cane seasons. If the seller does not
offer a report, use the 17-digit
Vehicle Identification Number
(VIN) available on the dashboard
to check the car ’s history at
www.carfax.com.

Waterlogged Wrecks Flooding The Used-Car Market?

OF CARS

Vehicle history reports can help
used-car buyers avoid getting
stuck with a waterlogged wreck.

Survey: Many Drive
While Distracted

(NAPSA)—You’ve seen them in
your rearview mirror or in the car
next to you. Sometimes they’re
putting on makeup while steering
with their knees, punching text
messages into a phone without
ever looking up at the road, or
using a BlackBerry to read e-mail
with one hand and steering with a
cup of coffee in the other. Or per-
haps you’ve seen—or even done—
worse.

A new survey by Nationwide
Mutual Insurance shows “Driving
While Distracted” (DWD) is quite
prevalent among today’s drivers
and more dangerous than you
might think. In fact, the National
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration says distracted drivers
account for almost 80 percent of
all crashes in the U.S. As found by
Nationwide’s survey, even those
who perceive themselves as safe
drivers admit to doing outlandish
things behind the wheel, includ-
ing changing clothes, balancing a
checkbook and shaving.

To learn more about the survey,
visit www.nationwide.com. 

You: guilty of DWD? A culture of
multitasking is spreading to the
roads. 

(NAPSA)—Before going camp-
ing, make sure your dog is current
on vaccines and a parasite pre-
ventive. Take along proof of rabies
vaccination. Without proper pro-
tection, pets—and family mem-
bers—may be in danger of inter-
nal parasites that pets can pick
up. For more information, visit
www.growingupwithpets.com.

**  **  **
Dr. Deborah Sherman sug-

gests you see a dermatologist,
plastic surgeon or oculoplastic
surgeon to find out what kind of
wrinkles you have and how to
treat them, such as with BOTOX®

Cosmetic, JUVÉDERM™ and Cosmo-
Derm®. To find a physician, see
www.BOTOXCosmetic.com or
www.JUVEDERM.com.

**  **  **
“Our dealers have access to an

online tool that compares the effi-
ciency of different systems based
on weather patterns and utility
costs,” said Kevin Dudash, brand
manager for Bryant Heating &
Cooling Systems. To find a reli-
able dealer/contractor, visit
www.bryant.com. 

**  **  **
An estimated 15 percent of

weddings are destination wed-
dings. Marriott International has
expert Certified Wedding Plan-
ners on hand to help plan desti-
nation weddings at locations
including the St. Kitts Marriott
Resort & The Royal Beach
Casino in the Caribbean. Visit
www.marriott.com.

**  **  **
On your next trip, in addition

to knowing what to pack, it’s

important to know how to avoid
health risks. One of those risks is
a condition known as DVT, or
deep vein thrombosis. To learn
more, visit www.economyclasssyn
drome.com.

**  **  **
According to the National

Association for the Self-Employed,
the micro-business owner who
starts saving early without a plan
is better off than the careful plan-
ner who delays. For more retire-
ment tips, visit www.NASE.org.

**  **  **
Experts say viewing captioned

programs can lead to reading flu-
ency. This approach to enhancing
reading comprehension has been
used to create a series of DVDs
that add captions to popular chil-
dren’s and family films. Learn
more at www.foxhome.com.

**  **  **
An easy and morning sickness-

friendly way to get pre-natal vita-
mins and omega-3 DHA, as well
as necessary protein, is with
Bellybars, a line of all-natural
snack bars designed for women’s
pre- and postnatal nutritional
needs. Learn more at www.nutra
bella.com.

(NAPSA)—According to the En-
vironmental Protection Agency’s
ENERGY STAR® program, in the
United States, approximately 6.6
tons of greenhouse gases are emit-
ted per person every year. The energy
we use in our homes often comes
from burning fossil fuels at power
plants, which contributes to smog,
acid rain and global warming. So
the less energy we use in our homes,
the less air pollution we generate. 

The experts at Coleman® Heat-
ing & Air Conditioning from John-
son Controls suggest a number of
quick and easy ways homeowners
can conserve energy, including: 

• Installing a programmable
thermostat

• Sealing heating and cooling
ducts

• Buying energy-efficient
appliances

• Changing the air filters in
your HVAC system.

The government is also con-
cerned about protecting the envi-
ronment. The Department of Ener-
gy recently issued a mandate that
requires all new, central air condi-
tioners to have a seasonal energy
efficiency ratio (SEER) of at least
13. SEER is similar to miles per
gallon in cars; the higher the
SEER, the more efficient your air-
conditioning system.

An important aspect for home-
owners to be aware of is that much

of the improved efficiency associ-
ated with 13 SEER units is the
result of an increase in the surface
of the coil found in a system’s out-
door unit, which is used to trans-
port refrigerant. As a result, these
outdoor units can be 50 to 90 per-
cent larger than 10 SEER units
and require as much as 40 percent
more refrigerant than many indoor
coils are capable of holding. 

It becomes very important,
then, for homeowners to select an
HVAC contractor to play match-
maker with their HVAC system to
correctly match the size of the
indoor coil with the new, larger
outdoor unit. A mismatched sys-
tem can lead to lower comfort lev-
els, a higher utility bill, increased
stress on the system and higher
repair costs. 

A qualified, licensed and in-
sured HVAC dealer can make sure
your system is matched and
installed correctly and is efficient
and economical to operate. For
more information, visit www.cole
manac.com or call (877) 874-7378.

Play Matchmaker With Your HVAC System

***
The family is one of nature’s
masterpieces.

—George Santayana
***

***
I have found the best way to
give advice to your children is
to find out what they want and
then advise them to do it.

—Harry S. Truman
***

***
It is curious that physical
courage should be so common
in the world and moral courage
so rare.

—Mark Twain
***

***
To nourish children and raise
them against odds is in any time,
any place, more valuable than
to fix bolts in cars or design
nuclear weapons.

—Marilyn French
***
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