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Bayer Advanced™ Garden Expert

(NAPSA)—Proper fertilization
is critical to having a lawn that
grows vigorously, forming a thick,
green turf. But there’s more to fer-
tilizing than having good-looking
grass. You need the right balance
of nutrients (nitrogen, phospho-
rous, potassium) to keep the lawn
thick and green. A thick lawn is
also better able to resist insects,
disease and weeds.

Great lawns begin with healthy
soil. Soil is a combination of min-
eral particles, organic matter,
microorganisms and air pockets.
The proper balance of each pro-
vides just the right combination of
aeration, water-holding capacity
and nutrition for sustainable
growth. If your soil isn’t rich and
fortified, your grass probably
won’t be at its best either.

What should I use?
Bayer Advanced Lawn® Triple

Action fertilizers feed at every
level, promoting greener grass,

roots and soil
for a thicker,
d e e p - d o w n
g r e e n  l a w n
t h a t  l a s t s .
Here’s how it
works:

• G r a s s :
Triple Action
feeding builds
thicker, greener

grass, enhancing the durability
and overall appearance of your
lawn.

• Roots: Builds stronger, deeper
root systems, which more effi-
ciently transport water and nutri-
ents from the soil. Stronger root
systems mean a stronger lawn that
can better withstand heat and
drought.

• Soil: Enriches and fortifies
your soil with additional nutrients
released continuously over time. A

rich, fertile soil provides a founda-
tion for establishing strong roots
and replenishes vital primary
nutrients.

How do I do it?
First, make sure you set the

spreader settings to correspond
with the amount of fertilizer you
want to apply. Look on the back of
the fertilizer bag—all the informa-
tion you need is on the label. After
adjusting the settings, place the
spreader on a hard surface and fill
it with the appropriate amount of
fertilizer for the size of your lawn,
sweeping up any spills. Begin
spreading the fertilizer over the
edges of the lawn first, then mov-
ing back and forth between the
edges walking at your normal
pace. After covering the entire
lawn, water thoroughly. Watering
in the fertilizer washes the nutri-
ents in to the soil where roots can
use them and won’t be washed
away by heavy rain. 

You can learn more about car-
ing for your lawn and garden and
about discounts on various Bayer
Advanced products by visiting
www.bayeradvanced.com or by
calling 1-877-BAYERAL.

Bayer Advanced™ Garden Expert
Lance Walheim has authored or
contributed to more than 30 gar-
dening books including Roses for
Dummies, Lawn Care for Dum-
mies, Landscaping for Dummies
and Vegetable Gardening for
Dummies. 

Build A Better Foundation For Your Lawn Decking Your Home
(NAPSA)—Been on the fence

about building a new deck?
There’s news that could make
your decision easier: New types of
decking can make building a deck
simple. Here’s a few ideas from
the experts:

• Material—If you’re looking
for a low maintenance alternative,
decking such as Weyerhaeuser’s
ChoiceDek® may be worth consid-
ering. It never needs sealing or
treating and is made from recy-
cled plastic and wood chips. It’s
water resistant, so it won’t splin-
ter, crack or rot when exposed to
water.

• Railings/Lighting—Lighting
can be a great addition to any
landscaping but many homeown-
ers are uncomfortable working
with electrical wiring. ChoiceDek®

offers a decorative railing system
that is notched for easier assem-
bly—it also includes hidden chan-
nels for lighting wire that can eas-
ily attach to fixtures.

• Hot Tub—If a hot tub fits
into your plans, be sure to pur-
chase a decking product that can
handle moisture. Most decking
can’t handle high moisture with-
out continual maintenance. For
more information on ChoiceDek®,
please call 1-877-235-6873.

New types of decking are vir-
tually maintenance free.

(NAPSA)—With interest rates
recently reaching record lows,
home improvements are capturing
the imagination and the wallets of
Americans everywhere. While
budget and aesthetic considera-
tions are important, safety should
be at the top of any “to do” list.

“Home improvement projects
can be great investments, which is
why consumers collectively spend
$366 billion on them each year,”
said Dan Liparini of MetLife Auto
& Home. “But unless safety comes
first, all your money and hard
work can literally go up in smoke.”

MetLife Auto & Home offers
these suggestions to improve the
safety and integrity of your home
improvement project:

• Before you start any project
involving electricity, ask a quali-
fied electrician to make certain
you have enough wattage and that
your wiring is up to code.

• Before you install appliances,
consider accessibility to outlets.
Through proper planning, you can
cut down on exposed wires and
extension cords. If necessary, add
outlets near your new appliances. 

• Think about installing ground
fault circuit interrupters (GFCI)—
in the event of a short, these cir-
cuits turn electricity off before
severe injuries or electrocution can
occur.

• Upgrade your safety devices.
Smoke alarms, carbon monoxide
detectors, and home burglar
alarms can save your life and pro-
tect your investment.

• In the kitchen, if you have
small children, install kid-safe
features such as oven-door locks,
surface warning lights, and stove
knob covers.

• In the bathroom, owners of
older homes may want to replace
their shower pans with more leak-
resistant shower systems, in order
to avoid water damage.

• If you have a fireplace, con-

sider upgrading its energy effi-
ciency. Air circulation devices or a
pellet stove can help with energy
efficiency and safety.

Once you’ve completed your
improvements, make certain that
you’ve adequately protected your
investment. Check with your
insurance agent that the amount
of insurance protection on your
property is adequate.

“Improvements increase the
value of a home,” said Liparini.
“Make sure your coverage accom-
modates this. Also, check to see
whether your homeowner’s policy
has “replacement cost” coverage,
which guarantees that damage to
your home will be covered, even if
the coverage limit is inadequate.
This is important if your house is
destroyed and needs to be com-
pletely rebuilt.”

MetLife provides additional
information through its award-
winning “Life Advice” series,
which covers such topics as “Home
Improvement” and “Keeping Your
Home Safe,” available online at
www.lifeadvice.com.

Simple Suggestions To Improve Home Improvements

Home improvements are a great
way to increase your home’s
value, but be sure you protect
that investment.

(NAPSA)—Thanks to an innov-
ative government program,
national treasures from the Florida
Everglades to Kentucky’s Mam-
moth Cave National Park and
many others, are more likely to be
around for Americans to enjoy for a
long time to come. The program is
called the Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP).
Managed by the Farm Service
Agency, it works with farms and
landholders who volunteer to
improve and maintain agricul-
tural land and wildlife habitat.
The private companies and indi-
viduals install buffer strips or
native vegetation along water-
ways to filter runoff and provide
wildlife habitat.

The new Farm Bill provides for
payment to be made to eligible
producers of covered commodities
for the 2002 through 2007 crop
years. Direct and counter-cyclical
payments will be made to produc-
ers with established crop bases
and yield payments. The USDA
has a free Web-based tool farmers

can use to determine the payment
owed to them. To use the tool,
called the Base Yield Update
Option Analyzer (BYA), a farmer
need only go to the Web site www.
fsa.usda.gov/pas/farmbill/tools.
asp, and plug in the updated
bases and yields from his crop.
The tool, developed at Texas
A&M, will calculate a combination
of seven base and yield options
and six years of projected pay-
ments for each crop covered under
the 2002 Farm Bill.

(NAPSA)—Every Passover,
Jewish families and friends come
together to share the Seder meal.
Eating the traditional Passover
foods is an essential part of the
holiday, but there are ways to
keep true to the heritage while
adding some new excitement to
your meal. Dried Plum and
Almond Macaroons along with Yam
& Potato Kugel with Dried Plum
Haroset blend the traditions of the
past with the tastes, trends and
ingredients of today. From start to
finish the macaroons take less than
30 minutes, including the baking—
a great cookie to make all year-
round. The dried plums give these
macaroons a deliciously moist and
sweet flavor. For these and other
recipes from Sunsweet Growers,
visit the Web site at www.
sunsweet.com.

Getting the recommended
three servings of whole grains

each day is easier than you may
think. If you wake up to a bowl of
oatmeal and eat a turkey sand-
wich on two slices of whole wheat
bread for lunch, you’ve met your
daily quota. The easiest way to
know if you’re eating a whole
grain product is to check the
ingredient list. Look for key words
like “whole grain oats” and “whole
wheat” at the top of the list, say
nutrition experts at Quaker Oats.

***
The best of all government is
that which teaches us to govern
ourselves. 

—Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe

***

***
It is better for a city to be gov-
erned by a good man than even
by good laws. 

—Aristotle
***

***
There are three faithful
friends—an old wife, an old dog
and ready money.

—Benjamin Franklin
***




