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(NAPSA)—Extraordinary design
—from cars to cooking utensils,
from corporate to public spaces—
affects the way we feel, think and
operate. And yet, people do not
always recognize the names behind
the innovations.

Susan Kare, Karim Rashid,
and Frank Gehry are just some of
the architects and designers
whose vision has altered the way
the world looks—from mundane
products to lofty landmarks. 

Susan Kare, a graphic designer,
has created digital symbols such
as the “time-out” wristwatch and
cursor for Macintosh as well as the
dog icon used by Shopping.com. 

Designer Karim Rashid has
made stylish products more acces-
sible with the Umbra snow shov-
els from Black & Decker and the
“Oh” stackable chairs for Bed Bath
& Beyond. 

Architect Frank Gehry is respon-
sible for the Guggenheim Museums
in New York City and Bilbao, Spain.

These individuals share more
than a passion for great design;
they are also recipients of Chrysler

Design Awards. For the past nine
years, the Awards have celebrated
innovation and excellence across
design professions.  

Trevor Creed, DaimlerChrysler’s
senior vice president of design, who
spearheads the awards, knows a lot
about redefining elements of style,
image and functionality. He led
the design team that created the
Chrysler PT Cruiser, which com-
bines unmatched design with inge-
nious functionality.  

The people behind the scenes also
deserve credit for making great
design possible. Former New York
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan
was instrumental in the renovation
of New York City’s Grand Central
Terminal, while Steve Jobs, the co-
founder and CEO of Apple Computer
Inc., championed the iMac and the
G4 cube. 

For the Awards’ tenth anniver-
sary, the program will honor six
champions of architecture and
design, including Moynihan and
Jobs.  

Whether it’s creating a museum
exhibit, lobbying for better public
spaces, designing a CD cover or
home furnishings, the Awards honor
the people who make everyday life
more aesthetically pleasing. 

For more information, visit
www.chryslerdesignawards.com.

Honoring Everyday Works Of Art

Today’s designers are making
everyday  ob jects  th ings  o f
beauty—and being honored for it.

Computer design has made
technology a sophisticated ele-
ment of style.

Safety Driving 
SUV Sales

(NAPSA)—When it comes to
car buying, safety and utility tend
to drive consumers’ decisions. For
example, Sport-Utility Vehicles
(SUVs) are increasingly popular
with American consumers because
of the safety they can provide dur-
ing hazardous weather conditions
and for their overall versatility,
according to a recent survey.

Nearly three quarters of SUV
owners polled by R.L. Polk &
Company said they chose their
vehicles to use during harsh
weather-induced driving condi-
tions. Americans also rely heavily
on SUVs for their utility value.
About half of respondents use
their SUVs to haul tools, appli-
ances and other bulky items.

Women consumers, who have
made SUVs their top vehicles of
choice, say they use their vehicles
to transport children to school or
daycare. The survey also found
men are more than twice as likely
as women to use their SUVs to
haul boats, snowmobiles or other
motorized items. Men are three
times as likely as women to haul
camping trailers with SUVs.

For more information, visit
www.autoalliance.org.

A survey found consumers
favor SUVs for their safety and
versatility.

(NAPSA)—Few people know
that the yellow pages originated in
the late 1800s when a printer ran
out of white paper and was left
with yellow to print a local tele-
phone directory. Now, you can
search the yellow pages in print,
online and even in Spanish.

One online directory, Verizon
SuperPages.com, provides a num-
ber of free features that make
searching easy and enjoyable.

“Find a bakery on a map
locally or across the country.”

Search for business listings a
number of ways in addition to
entering a simple business name
or location. For example, not sure
of restaurants near your hotel?
Use the Map-Based search to view
all restaurants within a map of
the hotel location. Want to find a
dry cleaner near your office? Use
the Distance search and enter
your office address for a list of
businesses nearby. Looking for a
plumber? Use Category searching
to view a list of local plumbers.

“Plan the vacation you
deserve.”

Enter any address to find a
printable map for the location. Add
a starting address to find driving
directions to your destination. You
may also book a hotel reservation
online and search the City Pages to
find specific travel information
about the nation’s major cities. In
addition, review Mobil Travel
Guide ratings of restaurants,
attractions and lodging establish-
ments nationwide.

“Which company will repair
my car for $50?”

You name the product or
service at your price, and the
MerchantMatch feature connects
you with an appropriate vendor.

“Consult with the experts
before you make a purchase.”

Search reviews, price guides

and comparisons for various prod-
ucts, such as electronics, household
gadgets and toys. Also, read up on
how to purchase a new or used car.

“Keep track of your favorite
directory listings.”

Use My Directory to keep a
record of your favorite business and
personal listings, including their
contact information, as well as to
save your preferred starting points
for distance searches.

“Can I find directories in
other languages?” 

If you prefer to search in Span-
ish, visit SuperPages.com en
Español. Also, access other direc-
tories around the world in places
such as Canada, Puerto Rico,
South America and Europe.

These free services can be
accessed from any computer
with Internet access, including
your local public library, which
provides free online access. 

SuperPages.com, which also
powers directory services on sites
such as Excite, Lycos, AltaVista,
AskJeeves, HotBot, BigFoot, Tri-
pod, Angelfire, InfoSpace and
MSN, is produced and marketed
by Verizon Information Services.

Searching Made Simpler

Things are looking up for peo-
ple who look things up. An online
directory offers some great, free
services.

(NAPSA)—The latest twist on
an old-fashioned pastime is help-
ing young people make friends
around the world.

Long before the invention of e-
mail and the Internet, pen-pal
clubs helped people communicate
and learn about life in other
countries.

Now, an effort that began five
years ago as an agency for “bro-
kering” pen-friendships between
German and British teenagers
has become a global network with
more than a quarter of a million
members. 

Called Letternet, the organiza-
tion arranges worldwide pen-
friendships and promotes the inter-
cultural exchange between young
people. From Africa to America,
Australia via Asia to Europe, young
people in 100 countries maintain
contact through this organization.
They make friends while improving
their language skills.

To make sure that Letternet-
ties—the name for members of the
international club—are never
short of something to write about,
the international club publishes
the magazine Lettermag. 

The magazine is published
quarterly and features current
topics on letter-writing alongside
news and trends related to
music, sports and lifestyle—in
English and German. Young peo-
ple who want to join can visit the
Web site at www.letternet.de,
where they will find tips and
information on the international
pen-pal club. 

So far, more than 20,000 young
people all across America have dis-
covered the joys of letter writing
while making international pen
pals and learning about the world. 

There is no charge to become a
club member and all club mem-
bers receive Lettermag free of
charge. Lettermag is bilingual
(German and English) and comes
out four times a year. 

The pen-pal club is a project of
Deutsche Post World Net. With its
brands Deutsche Post, DHL, Dan-
zas and Postbank, it is one of the
largest high-performing logistics
companies in the world. The group
offers integrated solutions for
domestic and international cus-
tomers, including worldwide mail,
parcel, express and logistics ser-
vices alongside a wide range of
financial services. 

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.dpwn.com.

Helping Young People Make Friends Around The World

A pen-pal club active in 100
countries is helping young peo-
ple make friends and practice
their language skills.

(NAPSA)—If you’ve ever stood
on the porch or looked out of a
window of a home raised several
feet above the ground, you proba-
bly appreciated the panoramic
view of your surroundings. The
benefits of a raised floor founda-
tion system don’t stop there.
Think comfort, practicality and
lasting value, especially if you
build with treated Southern Pine
materials. Because of its strength,
durability and acceptance of wood
preservatives, Southern Pine has
been proven over the years as an
excellent choice for almost any
type of construction. Building a
raised floor home with treated
Southern Pine will provide long-
lasting protection against mois-
ture intrusion, decay and insect
attacks, including termites.  

Many homebuyers are redis-
covering the classic elegance that
a raised foundation adds to the
appearance of American home
designs. Visually, an elevated
home functions as a pedestal,
enhancing many architectural
styles. Inside, you will find a
warmer, more inviting atmo-
sphere that offers uplifting com-
fort. Porches and decks can serve
as built-in amenities that expand
your usable living space. Consider
the charm and hospitality of a
front porch, the pest-free privacy
of a screened back porch, or a spa-
cious deck for outdoor cooking,
entertainment and relaxation.  

You might ask, what about the
foundation of a raised floor home?
Some of the oldest, most historic
homes in America proudly stand
on a raised foundation. Any foun-

dation can settle, however, but a
raised floor makes leveling or
repair a relatively easy operation.
Installation, maintenance and
modification of utilities such as
plumbing and air-conditioning
systems can be simplified with a
raised floor as well. Another
advantage is the practical and
cost-effective added protection
against flooding; a substantial
reduction in homeowners’ flood
insurance rates can result.  

For free publications about
raised floor foundations and
treated Southern Pine lumber,
contact the Southern Pine Council
at Box 641700, Kenner, LA 70064
or visit www.southernpine.com.

Raise Your Expectations With Treated Southern Pine

A home with a raised floor
foundation is a great investment,
adding curb appeal, comfort and
lasting value.

The rainiest spot in the U.S. is
Mount Waialeale, Hawaii, with an
average annual rainfall of 460
inches.

***
The race is not always to the
swift, nor the battle to the
strong—but that’s the way to
bet.

—Damon Runyon
***

The Irish wolfhound is the
tallest of all dogs, standing about
32 inches high.




