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(NAPSA)—As students prepare
to head back to school, there’s the
annual frenzy in the electronics
section in every store across the
U.S. as students equip themselves
with the latest accessories and
tools to get off to a good start. This
year, students and parents will
see something new in the aisles—
a Pulse smartpen by Livescribe,
Inc., which may just be the
“smartest” new tool for students. 

The Pulse smartpen is a Mont-
blanc-size pen that has all the
power of a computer and is just as
easy to use as a regular pen and
paper. With an application called
Paper Replay, students or profes-
sionals take handwritten notes
while recording all the audio
sounds happening while the notes
were being written. Later, they
simply tap on their notes with the
Pulse smartpen to hear the
recorded conversation play back
from that exact moment in time.
Printed controls on the bottom of
the dot-paper notebooks allow the
students to jump through their
notes, fast forward, rewind, or
even speed up or slow down the
conversation to make finding and
recalling information simple. 

Dr. Andy Van Schaack, Vander-
bilt University professor and Live-
scribe adviser, suggests that the
smartpen has a significant impact
in the classroom.

“Because of the fast pace of
most lectures, students usually
have to decide whether they listen
to the lecture or focus on taking
accurate notes—they can’t do both
well. With the smartpen, they can
take fewer notes, knowing that
they can go back to them later and
replay the audio,” said Van
Schaack. “As a teacher, I’ve dis-
covered Pulse is less distracting
than students who take notes
using a laptop computer.”

Even in large lecture halls, the

Pulse smartpen captures quality
sound through embedded micro-
phones on the pen or the included
earbuds. Using Livescribe Desktop
software, students can transfer
their notes and audio to their com-
puters to easily organize, store or
even share the files with others.
The desktop software even allows
people to search for words within
their notes to easily find what they
are looking for. 

The Livescribe Pulse smartpen
is available in two models. Priced
at $149, the 1GB model captures
more than 100 hours of recorded
audio and includes a dot paper
notebook, smartpen carrying case,
3D recording headset, refill ink
and stylus cartridges, a USB
mobile charging cradle, Livescribe
Desktop software and a Livescribe
account with 250MB of online
storage. The 2GB model comes
with everything in the 1GB model
and captures more than 200 hours
of recorded audio for $199. Pulse
is available at all Target stores
nationwide, Amazon.com and
Livescribe.com.

The Pulse smartpen can make
a person want to go back to school
again…almost. 

Wish I Had This When I Was In School

A pen has been created for stu-
dents that bridges the paper and
digital worlds. 

(NAPSA)—You may not have
seen Cousin Rose or Uncle Jack in
years, but thanks to a much sim-
pler way to plan a family reunion,
that day may not be too far away. 

Responding to a growing trend
of computer-savvy reunion plan-
ners, hotel sites—through sophis-
ticated online booking features—
are making it easier for you to
take control of your reunion plan-
ning. It’s all about convenience,
whether you’re a night owl or an
early bird. The days of leaving
messages for the hotel sales man-
ager and waiting for callbacks to
help book your event space and
guest room block are over. No
waiting for a guarantee on a func-
tion room, no waiting to reserve a
block of rooms, and no waiting to
find out who in your reunion has
reserved their hotel rooms as
your long-awaited get-together
approaches. 
Creative Control Of Planning

Today, taking control of your
own reunion planning has never
been easier, 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. With resources avail-
able online at your fingertips—
including reserving hotel event
space and guest rooms, ordering
food and beverages and A/V com-
ponents, managing your own out-
of-town hotel guest list and yes,
designing your own personalized
Web page for guest reservations
all on one site—you can take con-
trol of your own planning, cre-
atively and instantaneously, in
most cases. 

Companies such as the Hilton
Family of Hotels, with its 24/7
event-planning sites, have put

reunion planning into your con-
trol by taking it all online for
one-stop planning. Exclusive to
www.hiltonfamilyeevents.com, for
example, you’ll be able to: 

• Reserve five to 25 guest
rooms (whereby your guests can
use their own credit card to
reserve their room); 

• View event space in a variety
of sizes to create the ideal space
for your family; 

• Select food and beverage
preferences;

• Order audiovisual compo-
nents for that all-important fam-
ily video screening as a highlight
to your celebration; and 

• Add your own personal flair
by designing your own personal-
ized Web page, adorned with pho-
tos of your family for a heart-
warming touch. 

Make sure you check out room
square footage and room configu-
rations of your selected hotel or

resort. Ensure that the function
room for your celebrations and
get-togethers are just right for
your guest capacity. With today’s
sophisticated hotel Web pages,
this can be done completely online
without delay or time-consuming
personal site visits.

Design Your Web Page
Design your personalized

group Web page—the first page
out-of-town guests see when
reserving their guest room to
attend your reunion. Sophisti-
cated hotel sites enable you to
add schedules and special notes
pertaining to receptions, parties,
parking, breakfasts, lunches and
dinners as appropriate. For exam-
ple, after booking on the Hilton
Family e-Events site, you can cre-
ate a special customized Web
page for your event. 

By utilizing online features to
manage your guest list, you can
download and print your guest
list. You’ll know if Cousin Rose
and Uncle Jack have reserved
their rooms yet, saving you hours
of follow-up phone calls after invi-
tations have been sent.

Add A Personal Touch
So plan away and take con-

trol of your reunion planning
while adding your own personal
touch.  Take advantage of  a
whole new world of online hotel
tools that empower you 24/7 and
alleviate the stress of  event
planning and out-of-town guest
accommodations. 

After all, you’re organizing an
event that will result in a lifetime
of memories—make the planning
simple with today’s online tools. 

One-Stop Planning For Those Family Reunions

Make It Happen—That long-
awaited get-together with family
and friends you haven’t seen in
ages is easier to plan than ever. 

(NAPSA)—In five recent state
surveys, more than four out of
five parents said they would
choose a school other than their
regular public school—such as a
private, charter, virtual or home
school—if they could. A sixth sur-
vey found that nearly three out
of four parents—73 percent—
would opt for schools other than
the traditional public school.

These public opinion surveys,
conducted by the Friedman Foun-
dation for Educational Choice, all
point to the same conclusion: Par-
ents want more educational
choices. 

Begun three years ago, Fried-
man’s “Survey in the State” series
examines the views of likely vot-
ers on school choice and other K-
12 education issues. By the end of
2008, polls will have been con-
ducted in 11 states.

“The results so far indicate
that parents overwhelmingly are
in favor of additional educational
options for their children,” says
Robert Enlow, executive director
of the Friedman Foundation.
“We’re seeing strong support for
schooling options beyond the tra-

ditional public school setting.”
Among the findings thus far:
•Culturally different states

share a common desire for access
to more school options. Respon-
dents are not satisfied with the
current system of regular public
schools.

•Respondents are open-minded
with respect to school choice
reforms.

•Voters favor both universal eli-
gibility and financial need-based
eligibility for school vouchers and
scholarships.

•Respondents are definitely
open to new school models.

•Substantial support for school
choice reforms exists among
Democrats, independents and
Republicans.

•Substantial support for school
choice reforms cuts across major
demographic subgroups.

•Knowledge about school
choice is at a low baseline in
polled states. There is a large
information deficit about school
choice reforms.

Complete survey results are
available on the Foundation’s Web
site, www.friedmanfoundation.org.

Taking Pulse Of Voters On School Choice Issues

“What type of school would you select
in order to obtain the best education for your child?”

(Percentage Responding by State)

 OK ID TN NV IL GA 

Private School 41 39 37 48 39 43
Public School 17 12 15 11 19 27
Home School 19 21 18 15 17 16
Charter School 17 25 28 23 23 na
Virtual School  6  3  2  3  2 na

(NAPSA)—Free of charge, the
U.S. Department of Energy will
help low-income families insulate
and weatherize their homes and
purchase energy-efficient appli-
ances through a federal effort
called the Weatherization Assis-
tance Program. The program uses
innovations developed by Ameri-
can chemistry companies. For
more information, visit www.eere.
energy.gov/weatherization/ and
www.americanchemistry.com.

**  **  **
The Veterans History Project

(VHP) has grown to be the largest
oral history program in American
history, having collected nearly
60,000 first-hand recollections—
approximately 3,500 of them from
female war veterans. For informa-
tion on how you can help add
more stories of women veterans,
visit www.loc.gov/vets.

**  **  **
An all-natural product called

NeilMed Sinus Rinse is clinically
proven to effectively treat sinus
and allergy symptoms. One study
showed a more than 50 percent
reduction in symptoms by its
users. The product comes in an
easy-to-use squeeze bottle that
gently rinses sinus cavities. Visit
www.neilmed.com.

**  **  **
The Dubai Metro is expected to

take just three years to build, but
is slated to be the longest fully
automated metro system in the
world. 

**  **  **
Freelancing has become a full-

time career for many, as well as a
great way to earn a second income

for others, say experts at
Sologig.com, a leading job site for
independent professionals. 

**  **  **
The Women’s National Book

Association will hold events fea-
turing favorite authors to help
mark October as National Read-
ing Group Month. To learn more,
visit www. wnba-books.org or the
Web site www.NationalReading
 GroupMonth.org.

**  **  **
One of the biggest problems

small businesses have is making
sure their online site is meeting
their needs. There are now a
number of tools that can take the
headache out of developing a site
and keeping it current. To learn
more, visit www.verio.com/online-
marketing.

**  **  **
Experts are becoming con-

cerned about the ability of plastic
containers to leach into the food
contained therein. Answering the
need for safe food storage contain-
ers is Italian-based glassware
manufacturer Bormioli Rocco. The
company recently introduced a
new line of glass storageware
named Frigoverre Plus. 

(NAPSA)—AMITIZA® (lubipro-
stone) capsules have been
approved as a supplemental new
drug application for the treatment
of Irritable Bowel Syndrome with
Constipation in adults. To learn
more, speak with your health care
provider. For full prescibing infor-
mation, visit www.amitiza.com. 

**  **  **
If you are diagnosed with

COPD, there is hope. Many treat-
ments are available to reduce
symptoms. Learn more at
www.LearnAboutCOPD.org, part
of the National Heart, Lung, and
Blood Institute’s COPD Learn
More Breathe Better education
and awareness campaign. 

**  **  **
Research shows that Exforge®

(amlodipine and valsartan) low-
ers high blood pressure in African
Americans significantly more
than amlodipine alone. More
information can be found at
www.EXFORGE.com.

**  **  **
Panhematin® (hemin for injec-

tion) is the first drug approved
under the Orphan Drug Act (ODA)
for acute porphyria. The ODA
encourages companies, including
Ovation Pharmaceuticals, to pro-
duce important medicines for the
more than 25 million Americans
with rare diseases. Learn more at
www.porphyriafoundation.com.




