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(NAPSA)—There’s a rising tide
of complaints about cell phone
companies. Consumers are angry
and rebelling against high activa-
tion and cancellation fees, sur-
prise bills, hidden charges and
overcharges. But you don’t have to
be a part of it.
A new cell phone company is

offering a simple, prepaid, no-
contract alternative. NET10’s
advantages over traditional
“postpaid” providers start with
consistently low rates: Domestic
calls are always 10¢ a minute;
international calls, 15¢. With
NET10’s prepaid approach, there
are no contracts, bills, overages
or monthly fees. The company is
so confident that it will delight
customers that when a NET10
phone is purchased for $30 (for
example), $30 worth of calls are
included, so the phone is essen-
tially free.
But predictability and low

prices are just the beginning.
NET10’s system utilizes the net-
work technology of leading cell
providers, including AT&T and
Verizon, so there’s no sacrifice in
the quality of calls. Recognized for
this superior service, NET10 was
honored by Frost & Sullivan for
“Best Bang for the Buck” Pay-by-
the-Minute Prepaid Wireless Plan
for providing superior consumer
value in three critical areas—
affordability, simplicity and sub-
scriber certainty for voice calling.
Michael Suby, research director
for the Stratecast division of Frost
& Sullivan, said, “Stratecast
undertook a detailed comparison
of NET10’s prepaid wireless plans
with similar plans and found that
Net10 offers higher overall con-
sumer value.”
The company’s whimsical web-

site, aptly named www.NO-
EVIL.net, features animated
videos starring a comically fear-
some group of supervillains who
illustrate the serious problems
real people face when using cell
phones. This is reinforced by
other short videos on the site,
showing real-life heroes—a grand-
mother, a biologist and an animal
rescuer—along with their cell
phone problems.
The public is invited to con-

tribute to the site, and many suf-
fering cell phone users have
already posted their own authen-
tically dramatic tales of over-
charges, cancellations, bad cover-
age and more. Quite a few have
also testified about their satisfac-
tion with their new cell phone
company. For example, Cindy of
Altoona, Pa., wrote: “I signed up
for a plan I thought I could afford.
Three months later I had to cancel
the plan…and paid $175. Then
last year I got NET10. It has been
a lifesaver. They are so nice…and
it’s within my budget.”
NET10 is part of America

Movil, the world’s fourth-largest
wireless group. For more informa-
tion, visit www.NO-EVIL.net or
call (877) TEN-CENT (1-877-836-
2368).

IsYour Cell Phone Evil?

These supervillains are evil, but
they’ve encountered worse vil-
lainy from their phone companies.

(NAPSA)—Homeowners refi-
nance for a variety of reasons,
including taking cash out of their
home equity to make home im-
provements, consolidating debt,
and moving from an adjustable-
rate mortgage to a predictable,
fixed-rate mortgage. Depending
on the current interest rate, many
homeowners who refinance may
save money on their monthly
mortgage payment or even adjust
their mortgage to shorten the
term (or the length) of the loan.
As more and more consumers

head online to shop for a variety
of products and services, shopping
online to refinance a mortgage has
become commonplace. The ease
and convenience of gathering
information and applying for a
refinance at any time of day or
night is perhaps the biggest rea-
son time-crunched Americans
have been flocking to the Web.
“Refinancing online often makes

the process much more simple and
certainly more convenient,” said
Frank Destra, managing director
and senior vice president of
national sales for Internet lender
Ditech. “The convenience of shop-
ping for a mortgage directly from
your home or office, on your own
time, is one of the primary reasons

there has been an increased de-
mand for online lenders. Many peo-
ple conduct all of their financial
transactions online already, so ‘why
not get your mortgage online, too?’
seems to be a much more common
attitude.”
Another benefit of refinancing

online is that many mortgage
lenders’ Web sites have a wealth
of free educational information
available to help you learn about
the overall refinancing process.
You will find articles and tools
that may help you decide if refi-
nancing might be a good option.
For example, Ditech has a refi-
nance calculator that can help
determine how many months you
will need to live in your home to
recoup the cost of refinancing.
So what are some of the refi-

nancing options you might want
to consider before you boot up the
computer? Consider this:
• A fixed-rate mortgage has an

interest rate that stays the same
throughout the entire life of the
loan, so your monthly mortgage
payment of principal and interest
will not rise in the future. Refi-
nancing from an adjustable-rate
mortgage into a fixed-rate mort-
gage may provide you with peace
of mind knowing that your new

interest rate will not reset to a
higher rate.
• Roll-down refinancing allows

you to include the refinancing fees
in the mortgage, so you will not
have to pay costs up front.
• Cash-out refinancing allows

homeowners with enough equity
in their home to take out cash
when they refinance to pay for
other expenses such as a wedding,
college or a home-remodeling pro-
ject, or possibly even to invest.
• A 15-year or 20-year fixed-

rate mortgage will shorten the life
of your loan and may allow you to
get a lower mortgage rate, but
your monthly mortgage payment
will be higher than with a 30-year
fixed-rate mortgage.
• Refinancing with a tradi-

tional 30-year mortgage will help
reduce the monthly mortgage pay-
ment by extending the term of
your current loan.
As you consider refinancing

your home, be sure to check out
the convenient and competitive
options that may be available to
you from online mortgage lenders.
Your next mortgage may be only a
click away.
To learn more about refinanc-

ing, visit www.ditech.com or call
Ditech at (800) 715-3483.

Refinancing Online Provides Opportunities For Homeowners

(NAPSA)—Everyone knows the
old saying “the nose always
knows.” Whether it’s the smell of
fresh cut grass that triggers an
old childhood memory or the
aroma of fresh baked goods that
can only signify the onset of holi-
days, many people form close
mental associations between life
events and the smells that accom-
pany them.
Of course, while summer

lawns and holiday cookies are
likely pleasant examples, what
about all the unpleasant odors
that waft into our lives? That
mystery smell that floods the
kitchen whenever the refrigera-
tor is opened, a co-worker’s suffo-
cating cologne choice, leftover
cigarette smoke in a non-smok-
ing hotel room—all scents that
most would agree need to be
eradicated.
In fact, a recent survey by

Hampton Hotels revealed that the
odor of cigarette smoke remnants
was chosen by nearly two-thirds
(60 percent) of respondents as the
worst smell to be trapped with
overnight in a hotel room. Coming
in second was strong perfume (14
percent) and sports equipment (14
percent), followed by cleaning
products (five percent) and air
fresheners with a strong smell
(four percent).
Fortunately for the hotel room

quandary, Hampton also announced,
in conjunction with the survey
results, that the hotel chain is
removing the scents from its more
than 145,000 guestrooms. As part
of an initiative called “Non-
Scents,” Hampton worked with
Procter & Gamble’s Febreze Linen
& Sky brand to create a freshen-
ing program designed to leave the

hotel room smelling like nothing
but clean air.
As further validation for Non-

Scents, Hampton’s survey also
revealed that a majority (86 per-
cent) of travelers say the smell
of fresh air and linens is a better
indicator to them that a hotel
room is clean—compared to 14
percent who feel that the smell
of cleaning products is more
indicative.
So with a hotel company ensur-

ing that its rooms are safe zones
for sensitive noses, how about
other places where smells can be a
problem? Following are a few tips
on how anyone can knock the
“scents”—at least unpleasant
ones—out of their everyday lives:
1. Rampant Refrigerator—

Forget about any mystery
smells—there’s no debate that
restaurant leftovers in flimsy con-
tainers can cause a stink in your
icebox. Aging fruits and vegeta-
bles can also be nasty culprits.
Start by giving your fridge a
spring cleaning, evicting any old
residents and wiping down the
inside with soapy water. Then,
open up a new box of baking soda
and place it on the top shelf—the

natural neutralizer will help
absorb bad odors for weeks.
2. Stuck Stench—Any smell

can turn into a bad one if it
lingers in a space longer than it’s
supposed to. The fumes that come
along with household tasks like
cleaning the shower, painting a
wall or even cooking dinner can be
annoying—and sometimes harm-
ful—if your home isn’t properly
ventilated. Make sure to keep air
circulating with open windows
whenever you are using chemicals
or frying food inside. Also, build-
ing supply stores carry a wide
selection of easy-to-install exhaust
fans to help keep the air fresh
throughout your home.
3. Weight Room Whiff—Is

your fetid footlocker stinking up
your professional clothing? To
keep your work clothes from
smelling like your gym clothes,
place a cedar plank at the bottom
of your locker and fabric dryer
sheets in your pant and shirt
pockets before putting them in
your cubby. Your co-workers
might thank you!
4. Animal Aroma—Have a

penchant for pets but not their
scent? Although you and your
“best friend” may share many sim-
ilar characteristics, you probably
don’t want your aroma to be one of
them. Aside from keeping your-
self and your home clean and free
from the scent of your dog, make
sure that you bathe her every
other week, brush her teeth daily
and clean her ears twice weekly to
keep her (and you) from smelling
“like a dog.”
So the next time your nose tells

you something, pay attention—it
knows more than you realize
about the world around you.

Knocking The “Scents” Out OfYour Life

An innovative freshening program
leaves thousands of hotel rooms
smelling like nothing but clean air.

(NAPSA)—According to the
Journal of Clinical Oncology, peo-
ple treated with tamoxifen imme-
diately following breast cancer
surgery may reduce their risk of
the cancer returning by taking
Femara (letrozole tablets). For
more information, talk to your
doctor and visit www.Femara.com
or www.NovartisOncology.com.

* * *
With hearing aid battery dis-

pensers such as the Energizer® EZ
Change, it’s easier than ever to
remain active. To learn about the
Energizer “Keep Going. Live
Healthy” program and specialty
batteries that power important
health and medical devices, visit
energizer.com/livehealthy.

* * *
One way mothers can enhance

their child’s health is with the
nutritional benefits of breast-
milk, says Leon Mitoulas, head
of breastfeeding research at
Medela, Inc. “It always delivers

just the right amount of energy.”
For more information about the
benefits of breastmilk, visit
www.medelabreastfeedingus.com.

* * *
Mimi Donaldson, a stress man-

agement expert, says, “It’s hard to
find a person who hasn’t experi-
enced any stress. I emphasize
pressing the ‘pause button’ for 10
minutes a day, taking time to enjoy
a low-calorie, portion-controlled
snack such as Nonni’s Biscotti.”
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