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(NAPSA)—The role of teachers in 
children’s lives cannot be understated. 
Beyond children’s parents, their teach-
er is often the primary adult influencer 
in their life. Yet, this essential role faces 
difficult setbacks as schools and districts 
across the country are tasked with stabi-
lizing the teacher shortage while ensur-
ing new teachers are prepared to meet 
the needs of their students.
The Current State of K–12 Education

Andy Drotos Ph.D., executive dean 
for the College of Education at Universi-
ty of Phoenix, attributes the loss of new 
teachers to the lack of continuing teacher 
development, induction and other educa-
tor support programs. “We need to focus 
on helping teachers grow professionally 
and be reflective in their practice.” 

In a recent University of Phoenix 
College of Education survey, more than 
three in five K–12 teachers cite mentor-
ship programs that support teachers in 
their first few years of teaching as key 
in retaining talent. Forty-six percent of 
those survey respondents also indicate 
teacher induction programs designed 
to mentor and provide professional de-
velopment as a way to grow the teacher 
talent pipeline.

Drotos says while the teacher shortage 
can be attributed to many things—includ-
ing baby boomer teachers retiring and in-
sufficient resources—helping mitigate the 
teacher shortage begins with providing 
them with resources to seek coursework 
for recertification and to stay current in 
their field with the latest knowledge of 
how students learn. The same K–12 survey 
found that just one-third of teachers say 
they have significant training in standards 
and assessment preparation and curricu-
lum development.

Supporting Teachers and Districts 
in the Changing Education Landscape 

Drotos added that districts need to be-
come savvier with their resources to sup-
port their educators during this critical 
time in their career. “The first few years of 
a teacher’s career are vital to his or her suc-
cess. We need to create an environment 
where teachers are provided the training 

and mentoring to boost their confidence 
and effectiveness in the classroom.”

According to the same survey, some 
skills for which K–12 teachers say they are 
interested in pursuing more development 
include: 
• Technology in the classroom to em-

brace the latest development in tech-
nology and software applications

• Addressing student behavior issues 
with the skills necessary to effectively 
manage classrooms

• Curriculum and instruction to help in 
curriculum analysis, design, develop-
ment and implementation

• Teacher leadership that utilizes collab-
oration, mentoring and inclusion as a 
way to initiate and sustain change in 
their school community.

University of Phoenix College of Ed-
ucation has been educating teachers and 
school administrators for more than 30 
years. The College of Education provides 
bachelor’s and master’s degree programs 
for individuals who want to become 
teachers or current educators and ad-
ministrators seeking advanced degrees 
to strengthen their professional knowl-
edge. With education programs available 
throughout most of the U.S., the College 
of Education has a distinct grasp of the 
national education picture and priorities 
for teacher preparation. Faculty members 
on average bring more than 17 years of 
professional experience to the classroom. 
For more information, visit www.phoenix.
edu/education.

Teachers: Students’ Greatest Resource Remains Scarce

Good teachers are vital in children’s 
lives—and good teachers can get 
better through professional devel-
opment classes.

(NAPSA)—Nobody has a secret for-
mula for successfully investing in real 
estate, but brushing up on your financial 
literacy, digging deep into market dy-
namics, understanding property-specif-
ic costs and turning to today’s access to 
unprecedented data and technology can 
lead to more-informed buying decisions.

Here are five tips that can help:
• Rule number one when looking at a 

property online. Figure out how the 
property performs today as an invest-
ment. You shouldn’t assume any type 
of appreciation, speculation or reduc-
tion in expenses over time. “What 
you’re buying today is what you’re go-
ing to live with because no one knows 
what tomorrow will hold for your 
property. Most savvy investors do not 
speculate on what a property might 
become,” said Dennis Cisterna, CRO 
of Investability Real Estate, Inc.

• A big line item is price. A lot of online 
marketplaces will factor price appre-
ciation into their analysis. Often, this 
can be misleading because you don’t 
always have the knowledge to know 
whether a market will appreciate, and 
making assumptions based on previ-
ous performance can be risky.

• Another factor to consider is rent 
appreciation. “It can’t be guaranteed 
and you shouldn’t speculate that rental 
increases will be part of your return. 
You may assume, if rents go up, you 
might see an equal appreciation in 
your costs, so your yield may remain 
the same,” said Wally Charnoff, CEO 
of Investability Real Estate, Inc.

• Also, be sure you understand operat-
ing costs. When you own a property 
far from home, it can be beneficial to 
rely on third-party providers to man-
age and repair the home. Therefore, 
it’s often best to include costs such as 
repairs, capital expenditures, “turn 

costs” (when a tenant moves out) and 
leasing expenses upfront.

• Finally, you must do your due dili-
gence when investing. Regardless of 
whether you’re buying across town 
or across the country, make sure that 
the assumptions the seller uses are 
in line with the market’s actual costs 
and returns. Look for an opportunity 
based on the current numbers, not 
what some experts may promise about 
tomorrow.

By understanding the market- and 
property-level analytics and familiariz-
ing yourself with the service providers 
in the area, you can be in a better po-
sition to make an informed investment 
decision. With upfront metrics and a 
network of vetted service providers, 
Investability can make it easier to find 
single-family residential properties that 
fit with your investment strategy.

Find your next single-family real es-
tate investment at www.investability.
com. Tune in to “The Real Investor” pod-
cast on iTunes, SoundCloud, Stitcher and 
Google Play for more tips, strategies and 
insights into real estate investing. To hear 
more on this subject, listen to “What to 
Consider When Buying Residential In-
vestment Properties Online” on Stitcher: 
http://bit.ly/2gjrZIS.

Investing in Single-Family Real Estate Properties Online

There are a few key elements to con-
sider when looking at an investment 
property.

✁
Note to Editors: This material was provided and sponsored by Investability Real Estate, Inc., part of the Al-
tisource® family of companies. The material is provided for general and educational purposes only and is not 
intended to provide legal, tax or investment advice by Investability, Altisource or any other business entity. All 
investment decisions carry inherent risk, and no Altisource entity shall have any liability with respect to any 
investment decision made based on this material.

(NAPSA)—As the weather begins to 
warm, many people begin to think about 
spring cleaning. Here are 10 simple tasks 
to help get ready for spring.

1. Clean the Windows. A simple 
solution of dish soap and warm water and 
a squeegee will give you the best results. 

2. Clean those often-neglected base-
boards and door frames. Dish soap and 
warm water are once again a good solu-
tion for wiping down these areas.

3. Dust ceiling fans and wall art. Use 
a microfiber dusting cloth to wipe down 
fan blades, artwork and photographs.

4. Freshen Up Window Treatments. 
Vacuum blinds with a brush attach-
ment. Wooden blinds can be wiped with 
a gentle wood cleaner; plastic and metal 
blinds can be removed and bathed in a 
solution of warm water and dish soap. 

5. Clean Out Kitchen Cabinets. 
First, take everything out of the cabi-
nets and wipe down the insides. Next, 
sort plastic storage containers and throw 
out any that are stained or missing lids. 
Check expiration dates and throw items 
away as needed. Wipe down the outside 
of all cabinets.

6. Clean out the refrigerator. Take ev-
erything out to give shelves and drawers 
a good scrubbing. S.O.S® Soap Pads are 
an excellent tool for cleaning removable 
glass shelves. Made with durable steel 
wool and long-lasting soap, S.O.S pads are 
perfect for tackling an incredible variety 
of cleaning projects. Simply wet the pad, 
scrub away any sticky messes, and rinse. 
Finally, check expiration dates on all food 
and condiments in the fridge, and throw 
out or put back items as needed.

7. Clean Out the Couches. Clear out 
any lost coins and other goodies and use 
a vacuum wand attachment to clean the 
cushions and crevices. 

8. Clean out the Gutters. A little 
work now to remove debris and check 
for damage is well worth it to avoid fu-
ture damage to your home’s exterior or 
foundation should the gutters stop di-
verting water as intended. 

9. Clean Patio Furniture. Cleaning 
plastic or metal patio furniture is easy 
with S.O.S Steel Wool Soap Pads. Just wet 
the pad, scrub away dirt and grime, and 
rinse with a garden hose. 

10. Swap Out Outdoor Tools. Clean 
and put away shovels, salt and snow 
brushes. Bring out your garden tools, 
kids’ outdoor toys and lawn mower.

Learn More
For additional cleaning tips and tricks, 

visit www.sosclorox.com. 

Ten Tips For Successful Spring Cleaning

Cleaning your house inside and out 
can be very satisfying—and easier 
than you may think.

(NAPSA)—The U.S. Preventive Ser-
vices Task Force’s new guidelines for 
colon cancer screening state that newer 
methods, such as noninvasive at-home 
stool DNA testing (Cologuard) and vir-
tual colonoscopy (CT colonography), 
provide just as much benefit to patients 
as traditional colonoscopy. Learn more 
at www.CologuardTest.com. 

To help fight fraud, you can sign up 
for identity protection services from 
LifeLock. It can regularly monitor credit 
reports for suspicious new accounts and 
screen for sale of personal information 
on the dark Web. For a free, easy-to-
use identity fraud risk assessment, visit 
www.lifelock.com/risk-calculator.

To have more fun for less money at 
a music festival, you and your friends 
can stay in a vacation rental home with 
a company such as Wyndham Vacation 
Rentals. Amenities typically include 
multiple bedrooms, bathrooms, a kitch-
en, a washer/dryer and more. Learn 
more at www.VacationDifferently.com. 

Trust in law enforcement has tied 
its lowest point in the last two decades. 
A return to community policing and a 
focus on technology and soft skills can 
help improve community relations. 
Higher education degrees can provide 
the necessary skills. For more informa-
tion, visit phoenix.edu.

Household leaks can waste more 
than 1 trillion gallons of water annually 
nationwide.

Understanding how to use technol-
ogy to assess and purchase investment 
properties online can lead to more-in-
formed buying decisions. Tune in to 
“The Real Investor” podcast hosted 
by Dennis Cisterna on iTunes, Sound-
Cloud, Stitcher and Google Play for 
weekly tips, strategies and insights into 
real estate investing.

Twenty-six million Americans are 
affected by kidney disease today, and 
millions don’t even know they have it, 
says Kevin Longino, kidney transplant 
patient and CEO of National Kidney 
Foundation. Learn how to help your 
kidneys at www.kidney.org or join the 
conversation at #heartyourkidneys. 

Clinical trials suggest adding TG Ther-
apeutics’ novel drug, ublituximab, to an-
other immunotherapy medication could 
greatly increase leukemia patients’ rate of 
remission. For information about leuke-
mia, see your doctor. For more about the 
new drug and how to participate in clin-
ical trials, go to www.tgtherapeutics.com.

Many Americans avoid early Alzhei-
mer’s testing because they fear a diagno-
sis, but detecting the disease earlier allows 
time for critical treatment and financial 
planning for long-term care. Learn more 
at www.BankersLife.com/ALZ2.

University of Phoenix College of Ed-
ucation provides bachelor’s and master’s 
degree programs for individuals who 
want to become teachers or current 
educators and administrators seeking 
advanced degrees to strengthen their 
professional knowledge. For more infor-
mation, visit phoenix.edu/education.

***
The man who makes no mistakes lacks boldness and the spirit of adventure. He 
never tries anything new. He is a brake on the wheels of progress. 

—M.W. Larmour 
***

***
I think we are drawn to dogs because they are the uninhibited creatures we might 
be if we weren’t certain we knew better. 

—George Bird Evans 
***

***
The great secret of a successful marriage is to treat all disasters as incidents and 
none of the incidents as disasters. 

—Harold Nicolson 
***

***
I don’t care what you say about me, as long as you say something about me, and 
as long as you spell my name right. 

—George M. Cohan 
***

***
One of the most wonderful things in nature is a glance of the eye; it transcends 
speech; it is the bodily symbol of identity. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson 
***

***
Originality does not consist in saying what no one has ever said before, but in 
saying exactly what you think yourself. 

—James Stephens 
***




