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(NAPSA)—Imagine a sandy-
haired 12-year-old who is the
best hitter on his Little League
baseball team. Like many boys
his age, he dreams that one day
he will play shortstop for the
New York Yankees.

One July 4th, after a winning
game, the boy’s father celebrates
by grilling hamburgers and hot
dogs at a backyard party. Later, it
is time for fireworks.

The father, who illegally pur-
chased Roman candles, bottle
rockets and firecrackers, asks his
children and wife to stand 60 feet
away, a distance he believes is
safe. For a while, it is great fun
and everybody enjoys the exhila-
ration that comes from watching
and listening to the explosions.

Then things go terribly wrong.
A bottle rocket shoots sideways,
burning into his son’s right eye.
He is rushed to the emergency
room. 

In the years that follow, the boy
endures painful eye procedures
but still cannot see well out of the
injured and deformed eye. His
dreams of playing Major League
Baseball are over, and he suffers
from depression. 

A day never passes that his
parents aren’t consumed by guilt
about what happened.

Now imagine this incident
playing out hundreds of times
annually. 

“This is an all-too-common story
that happens every year in the
United States,” said Marguerite
McDonald, M.D., a clinical corre-
spondent for the American Acad-
emy of Ophthalmology—an organi-
zation that issues annual fireworks
safety warnings. “These tragedies
can be avoided if families attend a
professional public fireworks dis-

play instead of putting on a home
fireworks display.”

According to the U.S. Con-
sumer Product Safety Commis-
sion, more than 9,000 fireworks-
related injuries happen each year.
Of these, nearly half are head-
related injuries, with nearly 30
percent of these injuries to the
eyes. One-fourth of fireworks eye
injuries result in permanent
vision loss or blindness.

Illegal fireworks, including
firecrackers, bottle rockets and
Roman candles, account for the
majority of injuries. Bottle rockets
are the most dangerous because
they fly erratically, causing by-
stander injuries.

The typical fireworks victim is
young. Children 15 years old or
younger account for 50 percent of
fireworks eye injuries in the
United States.

For children under the age of 5,
seemingly harmless sparklers
account for one-third of all fire-
works injuries. Sparklers can
burn at nearly 2,000 degrees
Fahrenheit.

“A sparkler’s intense heat can

burn not only skin, but also the
eyes,” said Dr. McDonald. “I’ve
treated several children who suf-
fered corneal burns from spark-
lers. This type of ocular injury can
lead to corneal scars and perma-
nent vision loss.”

The Academy urges observance
of the following safety tips:

• Never let children play with
fireworks of any type. 

• View fireworks from a safe
distance: at least 500 feet away, or
up to a quarter of a mile for best
viewing. 

• Respect safety barriers set
up to allow pyrotechnicians to do
their jobs safely. 

• Leave the lighting of fire-
works to trained professionals. 

• Follow directives given by
event ushers or public-safety
personnel. 

• If you find unexploded fire-
works remains, do not touch
them. Immediately contact your
local fire or police department.

“Attending professional fire-
works displays, instead of using
fireworks at home, is a safe way to
honor our tradition of indepen-
dence and our hopes for a healthy
future,” Dr. McDonald said.
About the American Academy

of Ophthalmology 
The American Academy of Oph-

thalmology is the world’s largest
association of eye physicians and
surgeons—Eye M.D.s—with more
than 27,000 members worldwide.
Eye health care is provided by the
three “O’s”—opticians, optome-
trists and ophthalmologists. It is
the ophthalmologist, or Eye M.D.,
who can treat all eye diseases and
injuries and perform eye surgery.
To find an Eye M.D. in your area,
visit the Academy’s Web site at
www.aao.org.

Academy Of Ophthalmology Warns Parents To Leave Fireworks
To The Professionals

Eye M.D.s Offer Tips For Fireworks Safety

For fun with fireworks, watch a
professionally managed display.
Don’t try to set them off yourself.

(NAPSA)—An Emmy Award is
something you’d expect to see
when Jennifer Aniston or Candice
Bergen invites you for dinner, not
when you’re dropping into a wel-
come center in Tennessee’s Great
Smoky Mountains.

A genuine Emmy Award, how-
ever, is at the one in Pigeon Forge,
Tenn., a gateway community to
Great Smoky Mountains National
Park. Local “celebrities” such as
banker Mary Brown, restaurateur
Kelly Johnson and city employee
Larry Gillespie—along with two
cute-as-a-button little girls—are
the reasons. So how did resi-
dents—almost a hundred were
involved—help Pigeon Forge claim
an Emmy, television’s top honor? 

They starred in a series of
tourism television commercials
and got to say in their own words
what they like about their home-
town. The “Welcome to My Pigeon
Forge” campaign won an Emmy
from the Nashville/Midsouth
Chapter of the National Academy
of Television Arts & Sciences in the
commercial campaigns category.

The two little girls, Kylie Love-
day and Rylie Patterson, who
were 8 and 7, respectively, when
the commercials were shot, epito-
mize the campaign.

Their commercial is a favorite
because of Kylie’s youthful testi-
monial: “You get to do fun stuff
here.”

If she’d been scripted, she
might have talked about Great
Smoky Mountains National Park,
Dollywood, magic shows, go-karts
and thrill rides—but her “fun
stuff” comment really told it all.

The award technically went to
the campaign creator at Pigeon
Forge’s advertising agency, Bohan
Advertising/Marketing in Nash-
ville, but the agency’s chairman is
quick to credit the Pigeon Forge
residents.

“The theme gave residents a

forum to say what they like about
their city and to extend the hand
of hospitality. Their comments
were powerful because they were
unscripted and sincere. They
clearly show how much Pigeon
Forge welcomes its tourist visi-
tors,” David Bohan said.

Pigeon Forge has a resident
population of about 5,400, but its
annual visitor total is approxi-
mately 11 million.

The final ads produced for the
campaign featured more than two
dozen residents. Many appeared
in the TV spots, others were in
radio spots and others were used
in printed pieces such as maga-
zine advertisements and posters.

The TV commercials in particu-
lar made stars out of people who
normally aren’t in the spotlight. 

“The Emmy Award is univer-
sally recognized as television’s
highest honor. Anyone who has
won this award is an outstanding
creator of broadcast work,” said
Geneva Brignolo, the chapter ’s
executive director.

Information about the “fun
stuff” is available online at www.
MyPigeonForge.com or from (800)
251-9100.

How A Little Mountain Town Claimed An Emmy Award 

Delighted youngsters Kylie Love-
day and Rylie Patterson show off
their town’s Emmy Award.

(NAPSA)—Cleaning house has
come a long way since the days of
doing laundry in a washbasin and
scrubbing the floors with vinegar
and water. Yet with all that prog-
ress comes some drawbacks,
namely dangerous chemicals that
can pose risks to your family’s
health as well as the environment.

Prior to World War II, most
homeowners kept a cleaning tool-
box of only a few healthy, natural
items they mixed themselves to
use all over the house. Today,
advances in chemistry and clean-
ing have stocked store shelves
with products for nearly any
household chore. But those choices
might not make your home any
healthier, so it might be time to
consider looking to the past for
safe, all-natural cleaning tools. 

Here are a few time-tested, all-
natural cleaning products, as well
as a couple of recipes to consider
incorporating into your home-
cleaning routine.

White vinegar—One of the
most versatile and affordable
cleaning agents around, white
vinegar’s grease-cutting powers
can be used to clean your dishes
and countertops, polish some met-
als, clean glass and even absorb
smoke odors. 

20 Mule Team Borax—For
doing laundry, nothing kicks out
stains better than 20 Mule Team
Borax, a brand-name natural
laundry booster that’s more than
115 years old. Team it up with
your favorite laundry detergent
for whiter whites and brighter col-
ors. Borax is also versatile enough
to make everything sparkle—from
fine china and cookware to show-
ers, tubs and tiles. It’s also a nat-
ural deodorizer. 

Lemon juice—Affordable and
naturally fresh smelling, lemons
are excellent for breaking down
hard water and soap scum build-
ups. Lemons can also be com-
bined with vinegar to create a
bleach substitute, to be used on
clothing and cutting boards.
Throw one down the garbage dis-
posal to get rid of unwelcome
odors.

Baking soda—This is another
solution for absorbing bad odors,
such as those in the refrigerator.
Rather than dumping unhealthy
chemicals into the sewer system,
mix baking soda with boiling
water for a safe and effective
drain cleaner. 

Here are a couple of recipes to
get you going on the road to nat-
ural cleaning:

General Household Cleaner 
1⁄4 cup baking soda
1⁄2 cup 20 Mule Team Borax
1⁄2 cup vinegar
1 gallon water

Window/Glass Cleaner
1 tablespoon lemon juice
1 quart water

For more recipes, tips and
information, visit www.20mule
teamlaundry.com.

Cleaning House, Naturally

(NAPSA)—Mosquitoes have
the ability to transmit infectious
agents that cause diseases such
as malaria, West Nile virus, and
yellow and dengue fevers. Fortu-
nately, 90 percent of Americans
realize that mosquitoes are capa-
ble of spreading disease, accord-
ing to a recent survey released by
Orkin, Inc. For more information,
visit www.orkin.com or call (800)
800-ORKIN. 

**  **  **
According to experts at the

Electrical Safety Foundation
International, knowing the signs
of an overloaded electrical circuit
or how to test a ground fault cir-
cuit interrupter (GFCI) outlet can
help prevent electrocution or elec-
trical fires. For more information,
go to www.electrical-safety.org.

In ancient Egypt, where men shaved for cleanliness as early as
3000 B.C., both kings and queens sometimes wore a false beard as a
symbol of royalty.

All bodies of water are subject to the tide-producing forces of the
sun and moon, but only where oceans and continents meet are tides
great enough to be noticed.

***
If confusion is the first step to knowledge, I must be a genius.

—Larry Leissner
***

***
Great geniuses have the shortest biographies.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson 
***

***
No one appreciates the very special genius of your conversation
as the dog does.

—Christopher Morley
***




