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(NAPSA)—The real world is
nothing like the MTV show—this
year’s college grads are entering a
competitive job market. In fact,
according to MonsterTRAK, the
leading career site for college stu-
dents and young alumni, 57 per-
cent of students plan to move back
home with their parents after
graduation. In addition, 51 per-
cent don’t even expect a single job
offer upon graduation and 56 per-
cent would relocate for employ-
ment. Though the market is
slightly improved from the past
two years, there is angst among
young people entering the work-
force. So, how to land that first job
with just a diploma and little
experience? 

The key is to remember
employers are interested in job
performance potential. Start with
a can-do attitude and display a
willingness to accept an entry-
level position. Typically, accord-
ing to Steve Pogorzelski, Monster
President, North America, “an
entry-level position is the ideal
place to demonstrate your ability
to learn quickly, pay your dues
and exceed your employer ’s
expectations.”

Hiring managers consistently
look for problem-solving skills,
interpersonal skills and the abil-
ity to work in a team setting. All
of these soft skills are transferable
from one job to another (and that
means you are too). Of course,
employers still seek graduates
with some on-the-job skills, mak-
ing internships and co-ops the
preferred path to a permanent
position. 

Survival and Success  
You’ve landed a job, now what?

Consider this as you embark on

your first adventure in the real
world:

• Your First Job Is Not Your
Destiny: Talk to anyone in mid-
career and you may be shocked
where he or she began. This is the
time to test your wings and learn
how business gets done. 

• Be True to Yourself: Dis-
cover what you’re good at, what
you ’re not and what tasks you
enjoy. Observe management styles
and learn from the people around
you. 

• Watch Your Attitude: Often,
recent college grads expect too
much too soon and come across as
thinking they know more than
seasoned employees. You must
gain the trust of supervisors before
earning responsibility. Demon-
strate your skills and keep a posi-
tive attitude. 

The first job can be an exciting
time in anyone’s life. It’s always a
good idea to get regular feedback.
Even if it’s not protocol, ask for a
three/six-month evaluation to
determine how you can improve
and advance your career.  

Tips For 2004 Grads: How To Enter,
Survive And Succeed In The Real World

A can-do attitude can help new
grads get the jobs they want.

More Than A Summer Read

(NAPSA)—To the delight of her
many fans, best-selling author
Patricia Gaffney has written a
new novel—a story about making
peace with loss, change and the
confounding nature of love.

In “The Goodbye Summer”
(HarperCollins, $24.95), Gaffney
portrays a summer of change for

her heroine, Caddie Winger, a 32-
year-old music teacher who still
lives at home with her grand-
mother. Caddie is shocked when
her grandmother, an eccentric
artist, breaks a leg and insists on
moving to a home for the elderly.  

Living alone for the first time
since college, Caddie encounters
love, heartbreak, a financial cri-
sis, news of an unexpected arrival
and a shattering loss.

Gaffney is the author of “The
Saving Graces,” “Circle of Three”
and “Flight Lessons.” 

In “The Goodbye Summer,” Cad-
die Winger learns startling truths
that change her life forever.

(NAPSA)—Stressed out? Feel-
ing frazzled? Need more time?
Although there’s not a lot you can
do about the passing of time,
there are steps you can take to
make life easier. Sometimes,
injecting a little common sense
into everyday life can help in
reducing stress and putting a bit
of order back into a hectic day.

To help put time back on your
side, SCOTT Products’ first-ever
Chief Common Sense Officer
(CCSO) and mother of two,
Samantha Graziadio, has put
together a number of time-saving
tips, which can be viewed online.

As an example, Graziadio
advises to remember to take one
day at a time. Realize that some-
times getting everything done in
one day is not as important as doing
the things you can get done well.
“People run around crazy trying to
get things done,” says Graziadio.
“Slow down. Do one thing, and do it
well. The rest can wait.”

As the nation ’s first-ever
CCSO, Graziadio will be champi-
oning the common-sense cause for
one year, sharing her common-
sense views and tips online. For
more helpful tips and tricks, check
out www.scottcommonsense.com.
Beginning June 27th you will
even be able to post a few tips of
your own.

Time-Saving Tips To Help Make Life Easier

America’s first Chief Common
Sense Officer, Samantha Grazia-
dio, shares time-saving advice.

Quick Tips To Help Save Time
• Learn the layout of the stores where you shop, and write lists according to the order of the 
store. Also, sometimes make it a point to browse hard-to-find items, and then make mental 
notes so you’ll be able to locate them again.
• Store items where they will be used (e.g., tablecloths in the dining room, etc.).
• Put measured coffee into coffee filters, then store in the can for quick, easy access when 
company arrives.
• Alphabetize spices. This saves lots of time, especially when you’re making a grocery list 
and need to see if you’re out of something.
• Store similar items, such as all baking goods, or all soups and soup mixes, together. That 
way, you won’t waste time rummaging through your cabinets.
• Put negatives in a photo album behind the first picture from the roll so that when someone 
asks for a reprint, you can easily locate the negative.
• Have one junk drawer only. Everything else should have its own place. If you always have 
one place for pens, pencils, tape, etc., you’ll save search time. Search time equals wasted 
time, which does not add up to common sense.
• For more helpful tips, visit www.scottcommonsense.com.

(NAPSA)—Now is a great time
to spring into “spring cleaning.”
It’s the time of the year for that
intense cleaning people think
about but don’t always do! It’s
also a natural time to sort
through winter clothing and
eliminate the excess that you’ve
accumulated.

“This is the time to encourage
people to tackle their clutter and
bring order back into their
homes,” says Susan Follick, com-
munications marketing director,
ClosetMaid. 

“Spring is a good time to get rid
of the clutter in every room of the
house—closets, bedrooms, garage,
basements and kitchens—elimi-
nate what you don’t need, orga-
nize what you keep, and make
room for your spring and summer
clothes and items.”

Clothing that doesn’t fit, cloth-
ing you don’t wear or worn out
items should be sorted as well as
other items that are “stored” in
closets. Gently worn clothes and
other treasures can be given to a
“new home” or easily donated to a
charitable organization or thrift
shop. Unusable items (torn,
stained, not repairable) should be
tossed in the trash. 

To help you get started in
changing the clothes and other
stored items in your closets from
cold to warm weather, here are
three tips:

1. Move sweaters, holiday ties
and other heavy, cold-weather
clothes to a spare closet, to an
under-the-bed container, or pack
properly and store in the attic.
Consider ClosetMaid ’s black
Under Bed Zip Up Organizer, with
a suggested retail price of $7.99.

2. Move winter season shoes
and boots to a separate storage
area, possibly adding a Stack
and Expand Shoe Rack, or a two-
tier shoe rack to accommodate
them. 

3. If you ’re up for a closet
makeover, consider replacing your
current system with a new fully
adjustable 8-in-1 ClosetMaid
ShelfTrack Organizer, that retails
for under $200. The kit for an 8-ft.
closet provides 11 feet of hanging
space and 20 feet of shelf space.
Shelves can be moved, and sliding
baskets and stacking baskets can
be added to “accessorize” the
closet.

To get more organizing ideas to
give your home a sense of order,
download the Consumer Product
& Services Guide or to enter
ClosetMaid ’s quarterly $500
Closet Giveaway sweepstakes,
visit ClosetMaid ’s Web site,
www.closetmaid.com or call 1-800-
874-0008. 

Spring Is A Great Time To Tackle Your Clutter

If you’re up for a closet make-
over, consider a system that’s
fully adjustable and can change
with your needs.

(NAPSA)—Some literacy skills
should be taught way before a
child ever enters the classroom. As
a parent, you are your children’s
first teacher and it is important to
begin exposing them to books at a
young age, say experts at Kumon
Math and Reading Centers. Chil-
dren should understand how to
hold a book, where the story
begins and ends, that words are
read from left to right, that stories
are read front to the back and that
pages are turned one at a time.
Children should understand that
the words seen in print and the
words heard and said are related
and that there ’s a difference
between pictures and words. Chil-
dren need to be able to identify
the separate, small sounds called
phonemes that make words and to
associate the sounds with the
written words.

In 2002, The College Board
announced sweeping changes in
response to concerns from college
educators that the outdated SAT
test needed a massive makeover.
It got one. Now the changes and
their ramifications have students,
parents and educators scram-
bling. No one will get an actual
glimpse of the new SAT until the
spring of 2005, and a revamped
PSAT will debut in the fall of
2004. To help clear up the confu-
sion, SparkNotes, the publisher of
today’s most popular study aids,
has produced a concise  guide that
breaks down all the key changes
to the SAT. The free New SAT
Spark Notes are in English and in
Spanish and can be downloaded
at www.sparknotes.com/newsat or
by asking the community rela-
tions manager at a Barnes &
Noble store.

Many of today’s modern men
are embracing an arsenal of hair
colors, skin moisturizers, toning
lotions, anti-aging creams and
make-up products. This lifestyle—
what some characterize as a “met-
rosexual” lifestyle—supports an
estimated $3.5 billion annual mar-
ket worldwide. Some fear this
could mean the end of the “regular
guy.” To help save the regular guy
from extinction due to this current
trend, Consort® Hair Care for Men
and sportscaster Dan Patrick have
launched the Save the Regular
Guy Association. Visit the Save
the Regular Guy Association at
www.savetheregularguy.com.

For dependable starting mow-
ers, consider  the Self-Starter™

models from Yard-Man. Pull-start
them once, and get multiple
restarts with just the touch of a
button. The new Troy-Bilt string
trimmers with Spring Assist™ sys-
tem can reduce your pulling effort
by up to 55 percent over standard
trimmer engines. And if you’re
looking for an easier starting
chain saw, try the new MacCat©

with Smooth Pull™ Power-
Assisted Pull Starting System
from McCulloch.

***
The whole object of education
is, or should be, to develop the
mind. The mind should be a
thing that works. It should be
able to pass judgment on events
as they arise, make decisions.

—Sherwood Anderson
***

***
We are shaped by our thoughts;
we become what we think.
When the mind is pure, joy fol-
lows like a shadow that never
leaves.

—Buddha
***

***
Some men see things as they are
and ask why. Others dream
things that never were and ask
why not.

—George Bernard Shaw
***
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