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(NAPSA)—Fuel cell technology,
a source of electric energy used by
America’s astronauts since the
1960s, may be one of the keys to
energy security.

America currently imports 55
percent of the oil it consumes; that
is expected to grow to 68 percent
by 2025. 

Nearly all of the cars and
trucks in the U.S. currently run
on gasoline, and are the main rea-
son America imports so much oil.
Two-thirds of the 20 million bar-
rels of oil Americans use each day
is used for transportation.

As an alternative, in his 2003
State of the Union Address,
President Bush announced a $1.2
billion FreedomCAR and Fuel
Initiative to reverse America’s grow-
ing dependence on foreign oil by
developing the technology needed
for commercially viable hydrogen-
powered fuel cells. A fuel cell com-
bines hydrogen (stored in a tank)
with oxygen in the air to make elec-
tricity (and water as a byproduct).
Electricity powers the electric motor,
which in turn propels the vehicle.

Such cells are a way to power
cars, trucks, homes and busi-
nesses that produce no pollution
and no greenhouse gases. The Ini-
tiative will invest $720 million in
new funding over the next five
years to develop the technologies
and infrastructure needed to pro-
duce, store, and distribute hydro-
gen for use in fuel cell vehicles
and electricity generation. 

For example, Honda’s FCX uses
this kind of technology. The car was
certified by the Environmental

Protection Agency (EPA) and the
California Air Resources Board
(CARB) in July 2002, making it the
first fuel cell car in history to be cer-
tified for commercial use. Overall
performance is said to be compara-
ble to a Honda Civic.

The City of Los Angeles cur-
rently leases five of the vehicles,
which are used in normal, every-
day driving. Honda plans to lease
about 30 fuel cell cars in Califor-
nia and Japan during the next
two to three years.

Additional research and devel-
opment is needed to spur rapid
commercialization of these tech-
nologies so they can provide clean,
domestically produced energy for
transportation and other uses.

Building on the FreedomCAR
(Cooperative Automotive Research)
Initiative launched in January
2002, President Bush is proposing
a total of $1.7 billion over the next
five years to develop hydrogen-pow-

ered fuel cells, hydrogen infra-
structure and advanced automo-
tive technologies.

Together, the FreedomCAR and
Fuel Initiative will develop new vehi-
cle and fuel technologies and infra-
structure needed to make it practi-
cal and cost-effective for large
numbers of Americans to choose to
use fuel cell vehicles by 2020. 

Developing vehicles powered by
alternative fuel sources is not
something new for Honda. It was
the first company to sell a gaso-
line-electric “hybrid” car in the
U.S.—the Insight—and earlier
this year added the Civic Hybrid,
first mass market hybrid model.
The EPA has recognized the Civic
GX natural gas vehicle, which
went on sale in 1998, as having
the cleanest internal combustion
engine ever tested.

For more information on Honda’s
environmental technology, please
visit www.honda.com.

Future Energy Security May Rest With Fuel Cell Technology

A fuel cell car is powered by combining hydrogen with oxygen to
make the electricity that powers the vehicle.

(NAPSA)—While social events
remain a part of fraternity life on
college campuses, for one fraternity
much of the focus has shifted to the
development of ethical leadership.

Sigma Nu Fraternity is using
its emphasis on building leader-
ship to change the way it recruits
new members by challenging
prospects to become leaders.

For the third consecutive year,
the Sigma Nu fraternity at the
University of Oklahoma encour-
aged men to join with the slogan
“What Can You Become?”

The challenge was supported
by the fraternity’s commitment to
personal development through an
ethical leadership development
program called LEAD.

LEAD, an acronym for Leader-
ship, Ethics, Achievement and
Development, is a multi-phase
member development program. It
was designed to build ethical lead-
ers who have the desire and
know-how to make a positive
impact in their community, on
their campus and in their chapter.

The program is designed to:
• Build self-confidence and

character;
• Develop leadership and criti-

cal thinking skills;
• Help members reflect on eth-

ical issues;
• Improve communication and

problem-solving skills;
• Help members learn to work

in teams; and
• Help members become in-

volved in extracurricular activities.
Each phase of the program is

based on an interactive curricu-
lum that includes workshops and
exercises to provide continuous

education. Activities such as com-
munity service projects, peer and
professional mentoring programs
and team-building sessions unite
members while teaching valuable
skills.

Said John Hough, member of
Sigma Nu chapter at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma, “Our leadership
learning gave us a desire to make
new goals; the LEAD Program
gave us the tools to reach those
goals.”

According to Susan Komives,
Director of the College Student
Personnel Program at the Univer-
sity of Maryland, co-author of
Exploring Leadership, and mem-
ber of the LEAD curriculum advi-
sory board, “By helping the men
intentionally explore their own
values, principles, and character,
they are building better leaders
for our world.”

Headquartered in Lexington,
Va., Sigma Nu Fraternity was
founded in 1869 at Virginia Mili-
tary Institute in Lexington. The
Fraternity has almost 200 chap-
ters and colonies on campuses
throughout the United States and
Canada.

Fraternity Program Trains Members To Be Leaders

A leadership training program is
helping fraternity members
develop communication skills
and character.

(NAPSA)—Preparing your
home, both indoors and out, can
be a key to enjoying it during
every different season. Making
the job a family affair can make it
quick work and a promised
reward, such as a family night at
the movies, can promote enthusi-
asm. Here are some of the prime
areas to target the family efforts:

Clear the Clutter. Take a look
at what’s accumulated over the
past year. Outgrown clothes, dis-
carded toys, and stacks of maga-
zines are all prime targets. Throw
out things that have outlived their
usefulness. Gather unwanted, but
usable, items and either donate
them or hold a garage sale. Orga-
nize what’s left. 

Prepare for rough weather.
Check storm gutters, weather-
stripping, roofing and other areas
particularly affected by weather.
Inside, don’t forget chimneys and
heating systems. It’s also a good
time to change batteries in the
smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors and charge the fire
extinguisher. 

Wash off the dust. The out-
side of the house gets just as dirty
as the inside. Hose it down and
wash the windows inside and out.
There are few cleaning tasks that
will pay off as well as sparkling
clean windows that literally pro-
vide a new outlook on life. It’s
incredibly easy if you take a tip
from the pros and use a high-qual-
ity squeegee like the Ettore Mas-
ter™ Squeegee. For high places,
add Ettore’s poles and scrubbers
that can extend the reach up to 16
feet.

One Room at a Time. Start
at the top of each room and work
down, from ceiling cobwebs to car-
pet and flooring. Thoroughly clean
all surfaces and woodwork. This is
another area where Ettore’s poles
and scrubbers can help reach
those out-of-the-way places.

Fabrications. Whether it’s
upholstery, draperies, carpets or
bed linens, fabrics need freshening
too. More heavily soiled items may
require professional cleaning and
some may benefit from spot clean-
ing. To quickly refresh dusty drapes
and bed linens, try tossing them in
the dryer on the air-fluff cycle with
a damp towel. Tumble for 15 min-
utes and replace them on the drap-
ery rods or beds immediately. 

For more information about the
Ettore line of Master® squeegees,
Golden Glove® scrubbers, and
Reach™ extension poles, visit a
hardware store or home center
near you or call 1-800-4-ETTORE.

Freshen Your Home

Fixing up the house, if not quite
good clean fun, can be a lot eas-
ier with the proper equipment.

(NAPSA)—Low maintenance
products, such as Marvin’s clad
wood windows and doors, leave
more time for the activities that
homeowner’s enjoy. Available on
today’s most popular window and
door styles, Marvin’s cladding is
made out of a heavy-duty ex-
truded aluminum with a commer-
cial-grade finish that resists chip-
ping, chalking and fading. Profiled
to mirror the look of wood, Mar-
vin’s cladding is available in five
standard, five select and a virtu-
ally unlimited number of custom
colors for design flexibility. All
Marvin windows and doors fea-
ture finely-crafted wood interiors
that can be painted or stained to
match the interior dècor. For
design ideas incorporating win-
dows and doors, please contact
Marvin Windows and Doors at
(888) 537-8266 or visit www.mar
vin.com.

The Jobs and Growth Tax
Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003
includes several provisions that
affect individual investors, say
experts at Eaton Vance Mutual
Funds. The most important are a
lowering of tax rates for ordinary
income and long-term capital
gains and a change in the tax
treatment of qualifying dividend
income. For ordinary income, the
former 38.6 percent peak tax rate
is reduced to 35 percent, and the
former 35 percent, 30 percent and
27 percent tax rates are reduced
by 2 percent each. For information
on Eaton Vance Mutual Funds,
contact a financial advisor for a
prospectus. Read the prospectus
carefully before investing or send-
ing money.

Printing, faxing, copying and
scanning needs can be a challenge

for small businesses as price and
space is at a premium, but an all-
in-one inkjet printer—color
printer, scanner, copier and fax—
can be an effective tool in present-
ing work. For under $250, the
Lexmark X6170 All-In-One Office
Center offers core inkjet technol-
ogy, 48-bit flatbed scanning capa-
bilities, PC-free color copying and
a standalone color or black fax
function featuring a 33.6K
modem. For more information,
visit www.lexmark.com.

Since the days of the ancient
Greek games, men have tested
their prowess in throwing the dis-
cus, the javelin and anything they
could get their hands on. No one,
not even the mighty Hercules, had
thrown anything a quarter mile.
Now Erin Hemmings, 25, has shat-
tered the quarter-mile barrier by
throwing an ordinary Aerobie fly-
ing ring toy an amazing 1,333 feet.
He did it with the same inexpen-
sive plastic ring that many people
throw and catch in their local
parks and schoolyards. For more
information about breaking the
quarter mile throwing barrier or
Aerobies, visit www.aerobie.com.

***
Never write a letter while you
are angry.

—Chinese proverb
***

***
Let us respect gray hairs, espe-
cially our own.

—J.P. Senn
***

***
Thou shouldst eat to live; not
live to eat.

—Cicero
***

***
Wear the old coat and buy the
new book.

—Austin Phelps
***




