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(NAPSA)—Understanding why
kids ask “why?” helps parents con-
nect with their children.

Experts say such inquisitive-
ness—which can include ques-
tions about the physical world,
feelings and relationships, and
even about change and loss—
helps children learn and grow. 

“Parents should actively
encourage their youngsters’ curios-
ity,” says educational consultant
Dr. Renee Cherow-O’Leary. “Ask-
ing questions indicates that chil-
dren are noticing the world around
them. They are listening to others
talk and developing language to
formulate their own understand-
ing of what they see.

“It is important,” she adds, “for
parents to respond to questions
and answer them appropriately
when they are asked.” 

But what if you don’t actually
know why the sky is blue or why
puppies have tails? 

Not to worry.
It’s less key that you answer

directly, experts say, than it is that
you respond in a calming voice
that lets your child know you’re
paying attention.

A Question Of Fun
Parents and children can have

fun seeking out the answers to
questions at the library or even
online, but not every question has
to have an answer. Children can
be encouraged to answer their
own question (as in, “That’s a
great question! Why do you think
the sky is blue?”). And parents
can also use informal learning
opportunities at places like pup-
pet shows, museums or parks to
help stimulate a child’s thinking
process.

Research shows that certain
TV shows may help, too—but the
key is to encourage children to
“actively watch” by questioning
and learning about what they see. 

For instance, a new program
from PBS KIDS SPROUT called

“The Let’s Go Show” encourages
children ages 2 to 5 to ask ques-
tions that help Miles and Banjo
navigate their way through various
adventures.

The characters help kids learn
about science as they wander
through “Wonder Why Valley,”
encourage good nutrition in the
“Sprout Diner Field,” and inspire
kids to make creative crafts at
home with their parents and
caregivers. The Association of
Children’s Museums, a profes-
sional service organization repre-
senting more than 350 children’s
museums around the world, pro-
vides child-friendly and scientifi-
cally accurate explanations for
“The Let’s Go Show” experiments
on SproutOnline.com.

“The show creates a unique
opportunity for preschoolers to
invite their families into their
world to share meaningful and
playful moments together,” says
Andrew Beecham, senior vice
president of programming for
PBS KIDS SPROUT.  

The program airs from 3 to 6
p.m. ET between episodes of
Sprout’s other curriculum-based
programs. For more information,
visit SproutOnline.com.

Why Kids Ask “Why?”

PBS KIDS SPROUT’s “The Let’s
Go Show” encourages preschool-
ers to inquire about their world. (NAPSA)—With its aggressive

and performance-oriented styling, a
new “crossover SUV” successfully
combines vibrant design and inno-
vative technology for the driver
seeking both a fun and functional
car. This CUV—an automobile that
looks like an SUV but is built on
a car-based frame—primarily
appeals to drivers in their early
30s, whose responsibilities and
functional needs have changed but
who don’t want to leave behind the
person they’ve always been—some-
one who enjoys driving and values
style. 

The 2008 Nissan Rogue comes
in two models, Rogue S and Rogue
SL, each with a standard 2.5-liter,
4-cylinder engine, Nissan’s ad-
vanced Xtronic CVT (Continu-
ously Variable Transmission),
Vehicle Dynamic Control (VDC)
and 4-wheel disc brakes with
Anti-lock Braking System (ABS).

“The Rogue name was chosen
to reflect its independence-ori-
ented positioning, though we cer-
tainly believe that all buyers,
regardless of age or life stage, will
positively respond to Rogue’s fun-
to-drive, all-weather performance
and aggressive styling,” said Bill
Bosley, vice president and general
manager, Nissan Division.
Fuel Efficiency & Performance

In an age of  soaring gas

prices, Xtronic CVT optimizes
the car’s engine speeds so it pro-
vides the most  ideal  perfor-
mance and efficiency.

Enhanced Technology
Some of the new technology

that is available includes an Intel-
ligent Key, a Bluetooth hands-free
phone system, steering wheel-
mounted controls, and available
Bose-developed audio system with
AUX input and MP3 playback. 

The vehicle features available
Xenon headlights, power-sliding
glass sunroof and wheel-mounted
paddle shifters. The crossover’s
interior, like its exterior, is designed
to stand out in its class with the
sophisticated integration of a cock-
pitlike driver’s space and excep-
tional utility. Leather-appointed
surfaces and heated front seats and
mirrors are also available.

Functionality
The crossover ’s roomy cargo

area has a number of available
features, including a unique cargo
organizer. When needed, the orga-
nizer pops up—with a one-touch
open switch—from its hidden
space below the flat cargo floor.
Additional features designed to
provide more utility in the car
include an oversized glove box
with partition and fold-flat front
passenger seat. To learn more,
visit www.nissanusa.com. 

A Sports Car In Disguise

Designed for a person seeking dynamic performance and style, this
small crossover SUV satisfies drivers’ functional needs and personal
passion for driving.  

(NAPSA)—The U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy says homeowners
can save $600 or more per year on
utility bills by thinking green
when making changes to their
home.  

Try these tips for making your
home greener—and cutting costs.

Eliminate Leaks
A leaky faucet may seem like a

drop in the bucket when it comes
to your monthly water bill, but
those drips can add up.

In fact, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency says fixing leaks
and fitting your home with water-
efficient fixtures could save you
up to $175 annually. These fix-
tures include aerators for faucets,
tankless water heaters and low-
flow or dual-flush toilets.

Build Smart
If you’re renovating or building

a home, consider using energy-con-
serving materials. For instance,
CertainTeed’s DryRight™ fiber
glass insulation can be an easy
and cost-effective way to conserve
energy. DryRight features all of
the thermal efficiency benefits of
standard fiber glass insulation and
includes a nylon facing that helps
keep moisture out of wall cavities
as well as the risk of dangerous
mold.  

Plant Locally
When landscaping your yard,

consider using plants that are
native to the area. Known as
xeriscaping, this approach can cut

down on irrigation needs. It’s also
smart to look for permeable pave-
ment to allow rainwater to seep
into the ground rather than load
the stormwater systems.

See the Light
The Environmental Protection

Agency’s Energy Star Program
reports that if every American
home changed out just five high-
fuse light fixtures or bulbs with
ones that have earned the Energy
Star, each family would save
about $60 every year in energy
costs.

For more information and tips,
visit www.certainteed.com.

Cutting Costs And Making Homes Green

The right insulation can help cut
energy costs and protect homes
from mold.

Protect Your Face
(NAPSA)—The new face of skin

protection may be blue. 
A new addition to the dermatol-

ogist-recommended line of Blue
Lizard Australian Sunscreens
achieves a high SPF and uses
free-radical-quenching antioxi-
dants and vitamins including caf-
feine, green tea and vitamin E to

reduce signs of premature aging
and Z-Cote Max to block danger-
ous UVB and UVA rays, those
responsible for aging skin and
causing skin cancer. The cream,
known as Blue Lizard Face
SPF30+, has a long-lasting, highly
effective, natural moisturizing
agent, hyaluronic acid, and it’s
ideal for everyday wear. 

Formulated to combat the
planet’s most intense UV environ-
ment—Australia—the company’s
sunscreens, which also include
Sport and chemical-free Sensitive
and Baby, come in packages that
actually turn blue in UVA light, so
users never have to wonder
whether sun protection is
absolutely necessary. 

For more information, visit
www.bluelizard.net.

A new sunscreen recommended
by dermatologists uses free-radi-
cal-quenching antioxidants and
vitamins to reduce signs of pre-
mature aging and the package
actually turns blue in UVA light.

***
As you walk down the fairway
of life you must smell the roses,
for you only get to play one
round.

—Ben Hogan
***

***
Golf is the hardest game in the
world to play, and the easiest to
cheat at.

—Dave Hill
***

***
Golf is a game whose aim is to
hit a very small ball into an even
smaller hole, with weapons 
singularly ill-designed for the 
purpose.

—Winston Churchill
***

***
Relax? How can anybody relax
and play golf? You have to grip
the club, don’t you? 

—Ben Hogan
***

Concrete was invented by the ancient Romans.

The Mason-Dixon Line is named for Charles Mason and Jeremiah
Dixon, English astronomers who surveyed the border between Penn-
sylvania and Maryland in 1767.

The peanut is not actually a nut, botanically speaking, but the fruit
of a vegetable plant related to the green pea.

More pencils are made in the U.S. than in any other country.




