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(NAPSA)—Technologies devel-
oped to protect crops from insects
have helped farmers tell bad
weather to bug off. 

For instance, in-plant insect
control developed through biotech-
nology is helping corn perform
even in drought conditions. The
technology helps make crops
heartier, with a well-protected,
fuller root system that enables
plants to more effectively absorb
limited subsoil moisture and
nutrients, a factor that is particu-
larly important during dry spells. 

In-plant corn rootworm control
was especially useful during
recent growing seasons in many
parts of the Corn Belt, where
farms were forced to weather
unusually dry conditions. In fact,
Dave Rhylander, Director of Traits
for Monsanto, a major seed pro-
ducer, says the use of a corn called
YieldGard® Plus Corn with in-
plant insect control had visible
results during the drought—and
that results were even more ap-
parent as dry conditions spread. 

The corn, with maximum in-
plant insect protection, outper-
formed conventional corn hybrids
in 2005 and continued to perform
well in 2006. It’s been shown to be
taller and healthier, with better
root systems, than conventional
hybrids treated with soil- or seed-
applied insecticides.

“We’re seeing some reports of a
foot difference in plant height in
some of the drier areas,” says
Rhylander.

Farmers who planted corn with
the technology this season also
saw a positive difference. “As for
overall plant health, the corn
looks better and I think with the
dry conditions you’re going to get

more roots than conventional
corn,” says grower Scott Jensen of
Tiskilwa, Illinois. “That way it can
take up more nutrients, and it can
take up what water is there.”

An added benefit to the in-
plant insect control corn is the
convenience of less pesticide han-
dling. “It gives us a way to get
insect protection without having
to apply insecticides,” says Paul
Shubeck of Beresford, South
Dakota. “The performance seems
to be really good, and of course
when we get to the stage when we
are evaluating the yield, that will
be the determining factor.”

Last year, the in-plant insect
control corn outperformed conven-
tional hybrids by an average of 11
bushels per acre across the Corn
Belt and 30 bushels per acre or
more in severe drought areas such
as Illinois. YieldGard rootworm
technology was planted on 10 mil-
lion acres in 2006, making it the
industry’s leading rootworm con-
trol system.

Helping Corn Weather The Storm

YieldGard Plus Corn (right) pro-
vides better protection against
corn rootworm than conventional
corn hybrids (left), resulting in a
fuller root system even in dry
conditions.

(NAPSA)—Water leaks, grease
splatters—even sticky-fingered
children—can cause common
stains on painted surfaces in and
around your home. 

Unfortunately, if you try to
cover a stain with a fresh coat of
paint, the stain will probably
bleed through—no matter how
many coats of paint you apply.
Fortunately, high-quality stain-
killing primers are specifically for-
mulated to permanently block
stains and prevent them from
ruining your new paint job. 

Which primer should you use?
It depends on the stain. Just fol-
low this advice from the stain-
blocking experts at Zinsser.

Oil-Soluble Stains: For oil-
soluble stains like kitchen grease,
crayon, lipstick, graffiti, tar and
asphalt stains, use a water-base
stain-killing primer, like Zinsser’s
Bulls Eye 1-2-3®. It’s great for
blocking oil-soluble stains on any
paintable surface—inside and out-
side your home. 

Water-Soluble Stains: If you
try to block a water-soluble
stain—like common water stains
and stains from markers, ink,
food, nicotine, rust—with a
water-base primer, the stain is
likely to “rewet.” Oil-base stain-
killing primers, like Cover Stain®,
are specially formulated to block
water-soluble stains in just one
coat. And because Cover Stain is
an interior/exterior primer-sealer
stain killer, it’s great for trapping
tannins and preventing bleed-

through from high-tannin-con-
tent wood like cedar and red-
wood. Tip from the pros: To cover
water and other common over-
head stains, use a vertical aerosol
like COVERS UP™ Stain Sealing
Ceiling Paint. It matches most
acoustic ceiling tiles, so it’s great
when you want to cover a spot or
two.

Severe Stains: For the most
severe stains—like stains from
fire, smoke and severe water
stains—use a shellac-base primer-
sealer stain killer, like B-I-N®. The
natural shellac resins in B-I-N per-
manently block the most severe
stains better than any oil-base or
water-base primer. It’s the ulti-
mate performance primer!

For more information on
Zinsser’s complete line of primers
and for more helpful home improve-
ment tips—visit www.zinsser.com.
Or call 732-469-8100. 

A Primer On Stain Blocking

You don’t have to let stubborn
stains ruin your beautiful paint
job. There are stain-blocking
primers that can help.

(NAPSA)—A particular kind of
soybean is helping farmers meet
both the demands of consumers
and requirements set out in new
federal regulations.

Soybean oil represents two-
thirds of all food oil consumed in
the United States. Food compa-
nies have used soybean oil be-
cause it is plentiful and low cost,
it’s low in harmful saturated fat
and has a taste and texture de-
sired by consumers. 

However, hydrogen must be
added to soybean oil to increase
its shelf life and stability for use
in processed foods. This hydro-
genation creates trans fats. Trans
fats are linked to heart disease,
because they lower HDL (good)
cholesterol while raising LDL
(bad) cholesterol. 

A 2006 federal rule requiring
the disclosure of harmful trans
fatty acids on food labels pre-
sented a challenge for food manu-
facturers who relied on soybean
oil as a key ingredient. 

Manufacturers wanted to be able
to tell consumers that their prod-
ucts contained zero trans fats, but
they didn’t want to change the taste
and texture of familiar products by
switching to a different ingredient,
such as imported palm oil. 

Fortunately, a type of soybean
called Vistive soybeans, developed
by Monsanto, can produce a more
stable oil with less need for hydro-
genation and little or no trans
fats. The improved soybean oil
allows food processors to continue
to use their preferred food oil,
eliminate trans fats and keep sat-
urated fats at a low level.

For example, the Kellogg’s
Company is using the oil from Vis-
tive soybeans to reduce or elimi-
nate trans fats in a number of
products. 

By growing Vistive low-linoleic
soybeans, U.S. farmers can main-
tain their food oil market so it
doesn’t go overseas. In addition,
they can earn a premium any-
where from 30 to 45 cents over the
general price of soybeans and can
maintain a high yield. 

The next Vistive offering is
likely to be a soybean oil that will
offer a trans-fat solution for solid
fat products, such as margarine
and shortening. Other products
in development are being de-
signed to further reduce the
already low levels of saturated
fats in soybeans, putting it on a
par with healthful but more
costly olive oil. Also on the hori-
zon is a soybean high in omega-3
fatty acid, the same heart-
healthy trait available in diets
that emphasize fish.

Experts say American farmers
like the prospects of new markets.
“For the U.S. soybean industry to
compete globally, it’s critical that
we develop compositional trait
products such as Vistive to differ-
entiate the soybean oil market,”
says American Soybean Associa-
tion President Bob Metz. 

New Soybean Used To Help Make A Healthier Oil

A new type of soybean was
created to meet the needs of
manufacturers, consumers and
farmers.

Nuclear Powers 
Space Missions

(NAPSA)—Nuclear technology,
used to power space missions, is
helping explore what primitive
Earth may have been like billions
of years ago. 

Equipment powered by radioiso-
tope thermoelectric generators
(RTGs) has been collecting images
and data from Titan, a moon of Sat-
urn, whose atmosphere is similar
to young Earth. Studying this
information could tell us if Titan is
able to support some form of life. 

The RTG’s ability to produce
electricity on its own and perform
long missions light-years away
shows how far we have come in
using alternative-power sources.
Three RTGs, which are equivalent
to nine 100-watt lightbulbs, will
be able to fuel the equipment past
its 2008 mission end date. 

These generators convert heat
from nuclear fuel into electricity.
Since their first use in 1961 for a
navigation satellite, RTGs have
been involved in more than 25
space missions, including the Voy-
ager and Apollo missions. 

Visit the American Nuclear Soci-
ety at www.ans.org/pi/np/rtg to
learn more about nuclear space
technology.

Nuclear-powered generators
enabled this image of Saturn to
be captured and sent light-years
away to Earth. They can operate
successfully in extreme environ-
ments independently.

(NAPSA)—Even if you are not
planning to become pregnant,
your body needs folic acid every
day. Taking a vitamin with folic
acid before and during early preg-
nancy reduces the risk of spina
bifida and other serious birth
defects up to 70 percent. To learn
more: visit the Spina Bifida Asso-
ciation at www.sbaa.org or call
(800) 621-3141.

**  **  **
Fre alcohol-removed wine by

Sutter Home is a more sophisti-
cated, unique and celebratory
beverage alternative for guests.
The alcohol-removed wine looks
and tastes like traditional wine,
so it helps guests feel they are
part of the merriment, rather
than sidelined with a soft drink or
juice. The beverage is available in
a full complement of varietals,
giving the thoughtful entertainer
a number of drink options—
including the creation of delicious
and festive wine cocktails. A little
thought can help holiday hosts
throw parties to remember.

**  **  **
Grandparents have a unique

relationship with their grandchil-
dren, as authority figures who
are wiser, more carefree and
often cooler than the youngsters’
parents. Having been through
the ritual of parenting, grandpar-
ents tend to have a lot more fun
with the next generation. Accord-
ing to the experts at Fisher-

Price, in addition to naturally
helping kids build their social
skills through love and interac-
tion, grandparents can help fast-
track imagination with simple
games. For playtime ideas to
share with your grandchildren,
visit www.fisher-price.com.

**  **  **
Small and medium-sized busi-

nesses can work with HP Finan-
cial Services to lease, finance or
apply for lines of credit on new
office technology. The financial
products can be an inexpensive
way to stay competitive and
increase buying power. Leasing
alone can increase a firm’s buying
power threefold. To learn more,
visit the Web site at www.hp.
com/Go/HPFinancialServices.

**  **  **
New clean diesel fuel is 97 per-

cent cleaner than the old diesel
fuel. In addition, diesels get 20 to
40 percent more miles per gallon
than comparable gasoline vehicles.
Find out more at www.diesel
forum.org.

Hands did not appear on
clocks until the end of the 14th
century.

It’s easier to peel a hard boiled
egg that is still warm. If you allow
it to cool, the shell can stick to
the egg.




