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(NAPSA)—Painting can be an
easy, economical way to spruce up
your home, inside and out. Each
year, millions of Americans put a
new coat on their homes, touch up
furniture, paint fences or decks.
Apart from being tedious, it can
be messy, take forever to complete
and, in many cases, may not
result in the smooth, professional
finish you were hoping to achieve. 

A new painting technology
overcomes all this and at the same
time saves you time and money.
Touted as “The New Way to
Spray,” High Volume/Low Pres-
sure (HVLP) spray-painting sys-
tems make large or detail jobs
faster, easier, more precise and
more controlled than the tradi-
tional paintbrush, electric gun or
compressor system. Manufactur-
ers say HVLP users find painting
friendlier and more enjoyable due
to its efficiency in application and
control—and no previous spraying
experience is required. 

The preferred choice of many
Europeans, HVLP systems, from
companies such as Earlex, Inc.,
use one-third less paint to do the
job because of exceptional paint
transfer efficiency, minimal over-
spray, almost zero bounce back
and less waste common with other
methods. 

These versatile systems let
users spray any surface, from sid-
ing to decking, doors, walls and
ceilings, furniture, wicker, fences,
sheds, kitchen/bathroom tile—
even flowerpots. The gun rarely
clogs and cleanup is “faster than a
paintbrush.”

HVLP systems are paint-
friendly and can be used with
latex, lacquer, varnish, enamel,
oils, acrylic, eggshell, fence and
deck stain, polyurethane, shellac
and automobile paint. The best

systems have lightweight guns
that don’t vibrate in your hand
and are generally quiet and easy
to use. Proper protective clothing,
such as a face mask and eye
mask, are recommended. 

Setup is simple. After filling
the spray gun with paint, connect
the hose and turn it on. With the
Earlex system, a turbine motor
feeds a high volume of air through
the gun at low pressure. The air-
flow forces the paint from the cup
to the nozzle, where it atomizes
the paint into fine particles. The
air jacket around the paint
ensures that overspray is
minimal and gives the user opti-
mum control of the spray. 

With most systems, paint vol-
ume is adjustable with spray
patterns as fine as one inch, up
to 12 inches wide. For best
results, users should spray 10 to
12 inches from the object using a
horizontal and then a vertical
spray pattern. Round spray pat-
terns are also available with
some systems. 

For more information on “The
New Way to Spray,” call (888) 783-
2612 or visit www.earlex.com.

A New Way To Spray Makes Painting Easier

A new kind of painting system
gives users the power to add a
professional-looking layer of paint
to any surface, inside or out.

(NAPSA)—When you think of
Roman times, chances are you
don’t think of secretaries. Yet
that’s exactly when experts
believe the first secretaries (called
“scribes” back then) went to work.
Since then, secretaries and
administrative assistants have
become integral parts of business. 

In fact, there are currently
about 4 million secretaries working
in the U.S. and nearly 9 million
people working in other types of
administrative positions according
to the U.S. Department of Labor.
But how much do you really know
about this valued and demanding
position? Try this quiz to find out.
It comes from Quill Corporation, a
group that has worked with office
professionals for 50 years.

QUESTIONS
1) T or F: The majority of sec-

retaries were men until the 1930s.
2) During the middle of the

20th century, workers who became
secretaries were most often:

a) Promoted from steno pools
b) Selected from secretarial

schools
c) Retrained from factory jobs
3) In what era did xerographic

duplication start?
a) 1930s
b) 1940s
c) 1950s
4) What was the average

salary of administrative assis-
tants in 2005?

a) $24,000
b) $26,000
c) $28,000
5) National Secretaries Week

started in 1952. In what year was

it changed to Administrative Pro-
fessionals Week?

a) 1999
b) 2000
c) 2001

ANSWERS
1) TRUE. In the 15th and 16th

centuries, secretaries were consid-
ered esteemed advisors—posts
held exclusively by men.

2) (b) Secretarial jobs required
advanced training and schools
sprang up to teach highly
regarded, in-demand skills. 

3) (c) During that same era, data
typewriters, data processing compu-
typewriters and telewriters came in
to use, spurring the growth of office
supply companies such as Quill. 

4) (c) According to the U.S.
Department of Labor, salaries are
expected to grow by more than 9
percent in 2006. 

5) (b) The name was changed in
2000 to keep pace with changing job
titles and responsibilities.

For more information, visit
www.quill.com.

Celebrating Administrative Professionals: A Quick Memo

The job of secretary dates back
to Roman times.

!
Note to Editors: While this story can be run anytime of year, it may be especially rel-
evant during Administrative Professionals Week (April 23 to April 29).

Enlarging The Web
(NAPSA)—The trend of de-

creasing font sizes in Web design
has made navigating the Web an
increasingly difficult task for
many Internet users. According to
the American Council of the Blind,
nearly 8 million Americans are
unable to read regular print even
with reading glasses, and the
number is expected to grow as the
population ages.

This can make it difficult to use
the Web—an increasingly vital skill
in an increasingly wired world.
Even for people without impaired
vision, Web site privacy policies

and online contest rules are still
often literally fine print, and this
important information is frequently
displayed in a relatively tiny font.
Fortunately, it’s now possible to
make text, images and navigation
maps bigger and easier to read.

Available as a free, download-
able toolbar for use with Internet
Explorer Web browsers, Web Mag-
nifier provides users with the abil-
ity to enlarge the text and graphics
from most HTML Web pages for
easier reading and navigation. The
product was created by Big.com, a
Web site dedicated to providing an
easy-to-view Web experience.

Download the free toolbar at
www.big.com.

New technology from Big.com
makes it easier to use the Web,
even if you have poor or
impaired vision.

(NAPSA)—Imagine turning
“Are we there yet?” into “We’re
there already?” A growing number
of families are doing just that by
adding rear-seat entertainment
technologies and other conve-
niences to their vehicles in time
for the summer vacation season.

In spite of the increased cost of
fuel, Americans are expected to
hit the road in record numbers
this summer, just as they have in
virtually every year since the late
1950s. In fact, estimated annual
miles driven by consumers
reached 1.7 billion in 2004,
nearly three times the miles
logged during the 1960s. Yet, in
spite of the growing allure of dis-
tant theme parks, beaches and
interactive museums, families
still face the challenge of keeping
kids happy while strapped into
their seats.

“A bored child can make any
drive seem harder for everyone,”
said Mark Boyle, director of mar-
keting, Aftermarket, for Visteon
Corporation, manufacturer of a
broad range of mobile electronics
technologies for passenger vehi-
cles. “Making the driving experi-
ence more comfortable is an
important goal for automakers,
dealerships and consumer prod-
ucts manufacturers—and we’re
seeing the results in the form of
truly innovative entertainment
technologies.”

One of the most recent prod-
ucts—Visteon’s Dockable Enter-
tainment featuring Game Boy®

Advance—marries the popularity
of in-car movies with the 750-plus

game titles available for Nin-
tendo’s wildly popular Game Boy®

Advance platform. The system can
be seamlessly integrated into the
car’s headliner, but also can be
removed in a matter of seconds for
use in another vehicle, outdoors or
anywhere else. The system is
offered with wireless game con-
trollers and wireless headphones.

Automotive industry studies
have shown that video games
rank among the most appealing
in-vehicle entertainment options,
along with movies and music.
Combining all three in a single
platform (the Visteon system also
plays MP3 files) demonstrates the
lengths to which manufacturers
are going to answer consumer
demand for more relaxing road
trips, according to Boyle.

For more information on in-
vehicle entertainment technolo-
gies, contact your auto dealer-
ship’s parts and accessories
department or local automotive
stereo retailer.

In-Car Entertainment Can Soothe Passengers (NAPSA)—According to a sur-
vey conducted by Orkin, Inc., spi-
ders have a noticeable presence in
67 percent of American house-
holds. So when spiders make fre-
quent appearances in your home,
trust an experienced professional
to identify the species, consider
its web-building or hunting
behaviors and determine the best
way to control the infestation. For
educational information on spi-
ders, visit the Learning Center on
www.orkin.com.

**  **  **
Staying active could lessen

joint pain and the odds of devel-
oping arthritis. To encourage
people to get moving, the Arthri-
tis Foundation will host Arthritis
Walk events at more than 400
communities nationwide. To find
the Arthritis Walk nearest you,
call  (877) 232-2898 or visit
www.arthritis.org. 

**  **  **
A Web page designed to edu-

cate middle-school students about
the purpose and functions of the
Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System, the nation’s cen-
tral bank, has just been launched.
The Web page is designed in a
user-friendly, question-and-
answer format to ensure easy
navigation and the ability to learn
basic information about the Fed.
To learn more, visit the page at
www.federalreserve.gov/kids.

**  **  **
The Department of Energy

(DOE) is concerned about protect-
ing the environment. The DOE
recently issued a mandate that
now requires all new, central air
conditioners manufactured after

January 23, 2006, to have a sea-
sonal energy efficiency ratio
(SEER) of at least 13. Manufac-
turers like the Unitary Products
Group of York—a Johnson Con-
trols Company, haven’t stopped at
13 SEER. York® also offers new
home-cooling systems that reach
15 and even 18 SEER—an 80 per-
cent increase above the old mini-
mum efficiency standard. 

**  **  **
When it comes to redecorating

your home, many people would
say perfection lies in the details.
Because they serve such an ordi-
nary function, switches, outlets
and dimmers are often overlooked
details in home-remodeling proj-
ects. Designer-style wiring
devices and wall plates are avail-
able in a wide choice of styles and
colors to beautify your home’s
décor. For more information, visit
www.leviton.com/decora.

**  **  **
Sallie Mae’s “How to Pay for

College: A Practical Guide for
Families” offers insight on select-
ing a loan that is right for you.
Developed with input from finan-
cial aid administrators, the book
devotes several chapters on
exploring student loan options
and tips on successful repayment. 

***
It is a mistake to regard age as
a downhill grade toward disso-
lution. The reverse is true. As
one grows older, one climbs with
surprising strides.

—George Sand
***

***
My idea of an agreeable person
is a person who agrees with me.

—Benjamin Disraeli
***

***
Those little nimble musicians
of the air, that warble forth their
curious ditties, with which
nature hath furnished them to
the shame of art.

—Izaak Walton
***




