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(NAPSA)—Many homeowners
are dreaming in color—especially
when it comes to decorating their
homes—and a new idea in paint
sampling makes it easier for those
dreams to come true.

Deciding on a color or color
palette can be a difficult yet satis-
fying part of decorating your home.
You may have a color in mind but
there are so many variations to
choose from, and what about accent
colors? Fortunately, online com-
puter tools take the guesswork out
of color coordination and make the
color selection process easier and
more enjoyable.

One company is taking paint
decorating projects to the next level.
Behr Paints now offers Behr from
Home, an online store which lets
you buy samples of any paint color
and color tools to test color schemes
from the convenience of home. 

For example, site visitors can
purchase samples of more than
2,000 paint colors. In addition,
large color swatches, project-based
brochures and a designer’s fan deck
of over 1,600 colors are available.
This new online shopping experi-
ence allows you to preview, coordi-
nate and sample paint colors with
confidence from the comfort of your
home.

The new Designer Combination
kits are a favorite decorating tool
for homeowners looking to exper-
iment confidently, containing four
8 oz. paint samples, rollers, trays
plus a designer guide. The kits
offer six themes based on the lat-
est interior design and style
trends:

• Eastern Fusion—Inspired
by the classic hues of Asian-influ-
enced design, the colors in East-
ern Fusion help evoke a sense of
serenity and harmony.

• Antique Restoration—
Authentic and informal, with a
quirky warmth and an offbeat
personality, the Antique Restora-
tion palette is a colorful and eclec-
tic fusion of diverse looks and
styles.

• Metro Edge—Infused with
a sense of big city glamour, the
bold colors of Metro Edge provide
an exuberant palette, a great com-
plement to busy modern lives.

• New Classic—Polished rich
woods, the deep glow of well-used
leather and the classic appeal of
natural linens—these are the
inspirations behind the quiet
sophistication and timeless ele-
gance of New Classic.

• Natural Comfort—Sooth-
ing and comfortable, elemental
and serene, Natural Comfort
draws timeless inspiration from
nature to create a warm, welcom-
ing harmonious feeling.

• Cottage Garden—Light in
feeling and casually elegant, the
botanically-inspired colors of Cot-
tage Garden will help create this
naturally chic style.

For inspiration and practical
painting tips, visit www.behr.com.

Paint Selection Tips From The Experts

Finding the right colors—even a
whole palette of colors—just got
a lot easier.

(NAPSA)—Private mortgage
insurance (PrivateMI) programs
have helped open a window of
opportunity for a number of home-
buyers—and analysts expect that
window to open even wider.

PrivateMI helps make the hous-
ing market more accessible to buy-
ers by letting them make down pay-
ments of just 3 percent or less on
houses, as opposed to the 20 percent
usually required without the insur-
ance. A new bill in Congress may
make PrivateMI even more afford-
able and possibly open the market
further. It’s expected to save soon-
to-be and current homeowners hun-
dreds each year. 

Called the Mortgage Insurance
Fairness Act of 2005, the bill calls
for private and government mort-
gage insurance payments to be
tax deductible for individuals and
families making less than
$100,000 a year. Currently, Pri-
vateMI payments are not tax
deductible. 

The insurance has been used by
millions of first-time, middle-and
low-income buyers, many of whom
would get a tax deduction on their
payments if this widely lauded,
bipartisan bill passes. 

Proponents of the act, authored
and sponsored by both Democrats
and Republicans, say the deduction
could save families $300 to $350 a
year. In addition, families with
Department of Veterans Affairs and
Rural Housing Service programs
would receive a one-time benefit
estimated at $700 for VA families
and $200 for RHS families. 

Over the last five years, mort-
gage insurance and guaranty pro-
grams covered 47 percent of all
home purchase loans made to
African-American and Hispanic
borrowers and 47 percent of loans to

borrowers with incomes below the
median income of their area—and
those numbers may soon grow.

The federal government re-
cently set a goal of increasing the
number of homeowners in the
U.S. by 5.5 million as of 2010.
Housing advocates say that mak-
ing mortgage insurance payments
tax deductible will help the U.S.
reach that goal. 

“In today’s housing market,
families are faced with the poten-
tial of having a down payment
that 50 years ago equaled the
total cost of a home. Fewer and
fewer families are able to save
that amount of money,” said Bruce
Hahn of the American Homeown-
ers Grassroots Alliance. “By allow-
ing the deductibility of private
and government mortgage insur-
ance, you help tear down one of
the barriers to homeownership
and provide an opportunity for cit-
izens to achieve the American
dream.” 

To let your representative
know how you feel about the
Mortgage Insurance Fairness Act of
2005 (referred to as H.R. 3098 or S.
132), visit www.house.gov. 

Making New Homes More Affordable

A new bill could save homeown-
ers with mortgage insurance
$300 to $350 a year.

(NAPSA)—The holiday season
is here and with thoughts of
turkeys, presents and family
there’s the dread of long lines,
traveling and, well, family! This
time can be less stressful and
more enjoyable if you have high-
speed Internet access in your
home. Here are a few ways cable’s
online service can work for you. 

• Simplify your holiday shop-
ping. Not only can you take care of
your entire gift list from home, the
high-speed connection means you’ll
see photos of your choices faster
and clearer, and then you can effi-
ciently arrange to have packages
wrapped and delivered. Don’t have
time to go to the grocery store?
Now you can submit your shopping
list and have the groceries deliv-
ered right to your door. Take it one
step further and watch cooking
videos online, so you can entertain
with a host of exciting, new recipes. 

• Holidays are often the time
of year that many people reach
out to friends and family. You can
use your Internet connection to
send the family portrait or a photo
of the new puppy to your friends.
And use it to plan your New Year’s
Eve bash. Since e-mail party invi-
tations are so popular, you’ll not
only save time, but money on
cards and stamps. 

• If you want to spend more
time with your family, try tele-
commuting over the holidays. This
frees up the hours you would
spend in your car—and broadband
access at home makes telecom-
muting more productive than
ever. Information is easy to

retrieve and documents download
and upload with no waiting. And
since a cable home network allows
multiple Internet connections, you
can actually get work done on
your PC, while the kids keep
themselves entertained on the
Web using another PC.

• Speaking of the kids, the
speedy connection means they can
not only access a host of video
games that are entertaining—
and educational—they can play
with other children online any-
where in the world. Or, ask them
to pull together a collection of the
family's favorite Christmas carols.
Music is downloaded onto the
computer or an MP3 player in a
snap. 

• Finally, the best news is
since many cable companies “bun-
dle” their services, using cable for
online access means you can save
money when you need the extra
cash the most. For more informa-
tion on these and other services
from your local cable company,
visit www.ThisIsCable.com.

Make Your Holidays Less Stressful
—And More Fun! 

(NAPSA)—The average home-
owner spends approximately
$1,500 a year on energy bills. By
changing out old heating and cool-
ing equipment with Energy Star®-
qualified models, a homeowner
can reduce these costs by as much
as 20 percent.

Energy Star® is a voluntary
partnership of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE), the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), local utilities, product
manufacturers, retailers, builders
and financial institutions. The
partnership helps consumers
identify and purchase the most
energy efficient products on the
market. To bear the Energy Star®

logo, products must meet strict
energy efficiency criteria set by
DOE or EPA.

Efforts to conserve energy are
paying off. Last year, with the
help of Energy Star®, Americans
saved $10 billion and enough
energy to power 24 million homes
and avoid greenhouse gas emis-
sions equivalent to those from 20
million cars. 

Because Energy Star® products
use less energy, they also save
homeowners money on energy
bills and help protect the environ-
ment by causing fewer harmful
emissions from power plants.

It makes sense, then, for home-
owners to consider Energy Star®

models as they shop for new fur-
naces or heat pumps this heating
season. To help consumers pur-
chase the most energy efficient
and environmentally friendly
products on the market, Coleman®

Heating and Air Conditioning
offers a variety of Energy Star®-
qualifying home heating products.
The Coleman Comforteer™ 13 and
14 SEER model heat pumps and
the Echelon™ 13 and 15 SEER
model heat pumps carry the
Energy Star® logo and offer Heat-
ing Seasonal Performance Factors
(HSPF) of 7.4 through 8.5+ energy
efficiency.

The Echelon 92+ percent
Annual Fuel Utilization Efficiency
furnaces also bear the Energy
Star® logo and include single-stage
and two-stage models. A two-stage
variable-speed model with Eco-
Trak™ technology offers maximum
energy efficiency, effective humid-
ity control, reduced sound levels
and improved indoor air quality.

To learn more about energy
efficient home-heating equipment
and the Energy Star® logo, 
visit Coleman’s Web site at
www.colemanac.com.

Save Energy And Money Around Your Home

Check to make sure you have
energy-efficient appliances.

(NAPSA)—With a change in
thinking about using hormone
therapy to treat menopausal
symptoms, women may wonder
what’s to be expected and where
to turn. Women are exploring dif-
ferences between hormone ther-
apy delivery options (patches,
lotions, gels and pills) and prod-
ucts (such as those derived from
pregnant mares’ urine and those
made from plant sources such as
Cenestin®).

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) recom-
mends that most people get an
influenza vaccine. Flu vaccines
are safe and effective and cannot
cause the flu virus. Officials
expect more than enough flu vac-
cine this year. To learn more, call
the CDC at 1-800-CDC-INFO or
visit www.cdc.gov/flu. 

This year, give your family the
gift of health by encouraging them
to get active. Check out the
unique gifts that will keep the
family active without breaking
the bank on www.points4play.com.
To cash in on the savings all you
have to do is look for General
Mills products that carry the
Betty Crocker Points or Points 4
Play logos. This program rewards
families with deep discounts on
high-quality sporting equipment
that can make great gifts for the
whole family.

(NAPSA)—Knives must be
sharp to do a good job and a sharp
knife is actually a safer knife to
use. A taper grind edge is a good
feature to have for extreme sharp-
ness, precise cutting and easy
resharpening. This feature is
found in the Chicago Cutlery 75th
Anniversary Landmark Edition.
Knives in this commemorative col-
lection also have forged bolsters to
increase safety and weight. The
metal tang, extending the length
of the knife, offers increased
strength, balance and control. 

Comfort food is a favorite dur-
ing colder weather but busy sched-
ules can make it a challenge to
prepare. Fortunately, Tyson®

refrigerated fully cooked chicken
and beef strips provide an easy
and convenient mealtime fix. Time
spent preparing the chicken or
beef for your soup, stew or casse-
role can now be spent with your
family. For convenient recipes,
visit www.tyson.com.




