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(NAPSA)—At this time of year,
many Americans find themselves
with a few vacation days that
must be used before December 31.
According to a recent report by
the Families and Work Institute
in New York, 80 percent of U.S.
employees are entitled to paid
time off but nearly 40 percent will
not use their full vacations.

A fall getaway can be a terrific
way to use those remaining vaca-
tion days before the year is out.
MyLeisureTravel.com offers the
following road trip ideas to help
you get started on your planning:

• Experience Fall—A variety of
towns and cities in the Mid-
Atlantic and New England states
offer an exquisite backdrop for
you to experience the change of
seasons. From pumpkin-picking to
hayrides, there’s so much to enjoy
during this time of year.

• Shop Till You Drop—Need a
new winter coat or want to get a
jump-start on your holiday shop-
ping? Be sure to include a shop-
ping excursion in your getaway
plans. If you fancy outlet shopping,
head to the outlet capital of the
world, Reading, Penn. People come
from all over to shop, dine and
enjoy the birthplace of America’s
very first outlet center. Providence,
R.I., is also another great shopping
destination. Providence is home to
the oldest indoor shopping mall as
well as the vast, upscale Provi-
dence Place Mall. With over 100
stores inside, you don’t have to
worry about not finding what you
need. If antique shopping is more
your speed, plan a trip to visit
some of the country’s finest antique
shops in Stamford, Conn.

• Football in the Fall—As the
season heats up, why not head to

Canton, Ohio, and bask in the
glory and memorabilia of the
National Football League? Do you
know the first game in NFL his-
tory to go into overtime? Find out
the answer to that question and
much more when you visit the
NFL Pro Football Hall of Fame. If
you’re a die-hard football fan, you
might also consider visiting some
of your favorite stadiums. Don’t
let the cold winter set in without
taking a trip to Baltimore to see
the Ravens play at M&T Bank
Stadium or drive to New England
to take in a Patriots game at
Gillette stadium. 

For additional vacation ideas,
or to find out how to create your
very own getaway, log on to
www.myleisuretravel.com. (All
hotel properties listed on the Web
site are pet friendly.)

Leftover Vacation Days? Try A Fall Getaway

A fall road trip can be a fun way
to spend time together and use
leftover vacation days.

(NAPSA)—If you want your child
to be a good reader, pick up a book.
Researchers say children whose
parents read to them 20 minutes
or more a day during pre-school
years have substantially higher lit-
eracy skills when they enter kinder-
garten compared to those whose
parents didn’t read to them. 

Reading time with your child
may be only the first step, how-
ever. The way you read could be
important as well. 

“We now know that parents
should read with their kids, not
just to them,” says Sue Ritchie,
editorial director of Family Educa-
tion Network (FEN), which offers
online learning-based content for
teachers, parents, home-schoolers
and students.

That means the more the expe-
rience resembles an interactive
conversation—with back-and-
forth questions and answers about
the book from all involved—the
more a child will get out of it. 

One statistic consistently
stressed by education experts like
FEN, an arm of the world’s lead-
ing education publishing company
Pearson Education, is this sober-
ing one: Only two percent of a
child’s entire life will have been
spent learning to read. And yet, as
numerous studies have shown,
mastering the skill is highly pre-
dictive of who will succeed in life.

That’s why parents would be
wise to follow even such simple
suggestions as showing how
much pleasure they get out of
reading books, taking frequent
library visits with their kids, and
generally encouraging them to
read almost anything around—
from cereal boxes to road signs to
movie listings—whether they’re

at home, in the car, or even the
bathroom. What’s more, there
are a variety of textbooks, com-
puter programs, books on tape
and games that let children have
fun while practicing their read-
ing skills. For instance, thou-
sands of kids now read online at
sites such as funbrain.com.

What if your child’s reading
skills don’t seem to be developing?
Ritchie says not to panic, but to
take action: “Reading problems
don’t magically disappear. The
earlier children receive interven-
tion at school and at home, the
more likely they will become good
readers.”

For more information, visit
www.familyeducation.com. 

A Parent’s Guide for Raising Readers
Book It
Reading with children helps them develop a 
lifelong love of books. Some age-appropriate 
books recommended by familyeducation.com:

Ages 2-4
“Corduroy” by Don Freeman—Corduroy 
the stuffed bear has always wanted a 
home. Lisa wants to buy him but her 
mother points out that the little bear’s 
green overalls are missing a button!

Ages 5-6
“Town Mouse Country Mouse” by Jan 
Brett—After trading houses, the country 
mice and town mice discover there’s no 
place like home. 

Ages 7-8
“Freckle Juice” by Judy Blume—Andrew 
wants freckles so badly that he buys 
Sharon’s freckle recipe for 50 cents. At 
home, he carefully mixes the strange 
combination of ingredients. Then 
something unexpected happens...

(NAPSA)—It’s easier than you
think to turn an ordinary dining
table into a work of art or create
a focal point with flooring that
climbs the walls. In fact, if you
take a fresh look at some famil-
iar furniture pieces, you may
come up with a variety of clever
decorating solutions. Homeown-
ers and apartment dwellers alike
can explore a world of decorating
possibilities by taking a creative
approach.

A new Easy Weekend Projects
booklet does just that, offering
practical, easy-to-do projects that
can be completed in a weekend or
two. The free 12-page booklet fea-
tures a welcome from master car-
penter Norm Abram, host of the
popular PBS series “The New Yan-
kee Workshop.”

The helpful booklet combines
simple techniques and colorful
photography to guide do-it-your-
selfers through four unique wood-
finishing projects that put a little
fun into decorating. 

• Turning the tables—An
unfinished table is the blank can-
vas upon which wood tone stains
can be applied to create a smart
tone-on-tone striped effect, or try
a multicolored geometric motif.

• Climbing the walls—Wood
flooring knows no bounds when it
comes to embellishing a fireplace
surround. Parquet squares are
stained and installed like panel-
ing to transform a bland wall into
a stunning focal point of a room. 

• Setting the style—An unfin-
ished armoire originally purchased

to reside in the bedroom is stained
and finished and redirected to the
kitchen or family room to hold
everything from pantry staples to
CDs and knickknacks.

• Framing the bath—A room
with a new point of view is warm
and inviting. Taking the chill out
of a bath filled with tile and
chrome makes all the difference.
Oak planks, wainscoting and
matching molding stained a rich
warm chestnut are used to frame
and trim a bathroom alcove. A
durable protective finish makes
the wood hold up to splashes and
humidity.

Stop by your Minwax retailer
to pick up a free copy of the 2005
issue of the Minwax Easy Week-
end Projects booklet. Copies can
also be obtained by visiting
minwax.com or by writing to
Easy Weekend Projects Offer,
P.O. Box 1211, Grand Rapids,
MN 55745-1211.

Easy Weekend Projects Packed With Personality

Tap into your creative instinct
with this free idea filled booklet.

Web Sites:
Windows To The World

(NAPSA)—Chances are, it’s
hard to imagine not owning a
computer—even though it may
not have been that long ago when
you first bought one. Experts say
people may soon look at the days
before they owned a Web site in
the same way.

Before getting your own site
there are a few things to consider.

First, remember that effective
Web sites need to be updated reg-
ularly, so hiring a designer means
you have to pay them every time
you want something changed.  

Keep in mind that high-end
software produces great results
but can require a significant
investment of time and money,
while low-end software doesn’t
always offer the features you need
to stay competitive.

One popular alternative is
Namo WebEditor 2006 suite
(available in stores and at
www.namo.com). The software
uses intuitive wizards to create
Web sites with many features
found in high priced software.
Developed to simplify complex
tasks, the results are easy to
update, dynamic Web sites that
offer competitive advantages.

Namo also makes Freemotion,
a software to animate images and
edit video for viewing on your Web
site. Namo users of either product,
receive three months of free Web
hosting (www.namohosting.com)
and one year of free domain name
licensing.

Web sites are your personal
window to a world of opportunity.
Make sure yours is one you can be
proud of—now and in the future.

(NAPSA)—Each fall, thousands
of seniors pack up their belongings
in search of warmer weather.
These “snowbirds” flock to places
like Florida and Arizona to avoid
winter’s snow and cold. But rather
than go through the hassle of hav-
ing their Social Security checks re-
directed to their winter address,
the federal government is en-
couraging seniors to select the
safer, easier option that also offers
retirees more control—direct
deposit.

Seniors who make the transi-
tion from winter weather to
warmth can benefit from a new
national campaign called Go
Direct. Sponsored by the U.S.
Department of the Treasury and
the Federal Reserve Bank, Go
Direct is an initiative to motivate
Social Security and other federal
benefit recipients to use direct
deposit and to help them sign up
for it.

When you use direct deposit,
your payment is sent electronically
to your checking or savings
account, so you don’t need to go to
the bank or credit union to make a
deposit. Your money already is
there on your payment day—on
time, every time. You are free to
travel or visit friends and family
anytime. Waiting for your check no
longer rules your schedule. 

Direct deposit also is much
safer than checks. Check fraud
and identity theft are growing
risks for all Americans. In fact,
more than 70,000 checks issued
by the U.S. Department of the
Treasury were forged in 2004. The
checks totaled more than $61 mil-
lion. Direct deposit helps protect
you from someone stealing your
identity or your money—because

your payment goes straight into
your account, instead of your
mailbox.

Finally, direct deposit just
makes good sense. Each benefit
check costs 75 cents more to issue
than direct deposit and the gov-
ernment mails approximately 160
million benefit checks a year.
Nationwide, that adds up to about
$120 million that could be saved
every year with direct deposit—
money that could benefit you and
future generations. 

Go Direct reaches out to peo-
ple who could benefit from direct
deposit through organizations
they know and trust. The Go
Direct campaign is working with
local organizations, banks and
credit unions to hold events where
you can learn about direct deposit
and how it can help you in your
daily life.

To sign up for direct deposit
today, call the Go Direct helpline
toll-free at (800) 333-1795 or visit
www.GoDirect.org for more infor-
mation about direct deposit and
sign-up events being held by
organizations in your area. For
information in Spanish, you can
call (800) 333-1792 or visit
www.DirectoASuCuenta.org.

“Snowbird” Seniors Can Make Life 
Easier, Safer with Direct Deposit

***
Malice drinks one-half of its own
poison.

—Seneca
***

***
Speak when you are angry and
you will make the best speech
you will ever regret.

—Ambrose Bierce
***

***
We are cups, constantly and qui-
etly being filled. The trick is,
knowing how to tip ourselves
over and let the beautiful stuff
out. 

—Ray Bradbury 
***

***
Grow old along with me, the
best is yet to be. 

—Robert Browning 
***




