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(NAPSA)—One of the most-
used, but under-thought rooms in
the home is getting more atten-
tion these days. The utility room
was once a drab, dingy place most
commonly found in a basement or
garage. Now homeowners are
building creative spaces that capi-
talize on the latest laundry inno-
vations and address the specific
needs of the individual family.

“The Clothing Doctor,” laundry
expert and author of “The Ulti-
mate Guide to Shopping and Car-
ing for Clothing,” Steve Boorstein,
says creating a functional utility
room starts with the appliances.
Investing in the right tools for the
job will save you money and wear
and tear on your wardrobe in the
years ahead.  

“A washer/dryer may last you
for up to 15 years,” Boorstein
says. “You’ll want to understand
the benefits and features, which
include soil and stain removal,
load capacity, water efficiency and
respect for the fabric’s original
condition.”
The Latest Washer Technology

To that end, the largest manu-
facturer of front-load washers in
the world, has a new front-load
washer that offers American clas-
sic styling with increased capacity,
installation options and higher
spin speeds.  

“One of the things I like best
about the new Frigidaire front-
loading machine is the versatility
for design and installation,”
Boorstein says. “This unit works
well as an under-the-counter
built-in, or it comes with a match-

ing dryer and a set of new
pedestals for a free-standing
look.”    

The front loaders have a capac-
ity of 3.5 cubic feet, which is big
enough for a king-size comforter,
along with a door opening of 14.5
inches in diameter.  The washers
have an automatic dispenser with
an 87 percent larger target area
for easier pouring. The Advanced
Rinsing Technology showers
clothes with fresh, clean water in
the final stages of the rinse cycle
for whiter whites and less skin
irritation. The new storage
pedestal, with a 15 inch high stor-
age drawer, boasts the industry’s
largest storage capacity. It is the
only pedestal on the market that
can store large laundry detergent
bottles (120 oz.) upright. Addition-
ally, the pedestal features two
dividers with a “flat-top” design
that holds a laundry basket
directly below the opening for eas-

ier loading and unloading.
To help people better under-

stand the benefits of front-load
washers, Boorstein shares the
following:   

• Economics. A front loader
saves about $150 per year in
energy and water savings.
Because the front loader rotates
in a tumble action on an “H-axis,”
the water only needs to fill
enough to coat the clothing in a
“puddle” rather than filling a
whole tub.

• Cleaning Power. In a front-
load machine, laundry detergent
dissolves in about five gallons of
water rather than the 20 gallons
of water per load used in a top-
loading machine. The result is
better success with soil and stain
removal. 

• Capacity. The spacious inte-
rior of the front-load machine
decreases the number of loads and
overall time spent doing the laun-
dry. The maximized space now
allows consumers to wash a wider
range of household products, such
as comforters, sleeping bags and
throw rugs, which formerly had to
be sent to the dry cleaners.

• Gentleness. With the tum-
ble action of a front-load washer,
your clothes experience less abra-
sion than a traditional agitator, so
the clothing fibers last longer and
show less wear and tear. The
value of one load of laundry in an
average consumer home is about
$450—so it makes sense to make
sure your clothing lasts.  

For more information, visit
www.frigidaire.com.

Laundry Rooms Are The New “Showpiece” For Homeowners

The home fashion front now fea-
tures high-style, large-capacity
front-load washers.

Star-Spangled Fun With Easy-Bake Flag Cake 
(NAPSA)—On Independence Day, nothing quite captures the spirited

celebration more than the American flag. Why not make sparks fly this
July 4 with a star-spangled twist on dessert—an Easy-Bake Flag Cake.
A cake that would make Uncle Sam proud, this tasty treat salutes the
red, white and blue with sprinkles, candy and frosting. For backyard
barbecues, patriotic picnics in the park or as a holiday treat for the fam-
ily, this easy-to-make cake can be a fun and delicious way to celebrate
the nation’s birthday.

FLAG CAKE

Ingredients:
1 EASY-BAKE cake mix

1⁄2 cup of white frosting 
Shoelace licorice (red and black)
Blue food coloring
White star-shaped sprinkles
Red, white and blue sprinkles

Directions:
1. Bake and cool cake according to package instructions.
2. Set aside some frosting and stir in 1-2 drops of food coloring.
3. Frost entire cake with white frosting. Frost the upper left-

hand corner with a square of blue frosting.
4. Cut red licorice pieces and arrange lengthwise on cake, in

rows of two.
5. Arrange star-shaped sprinkles on the blue square.
6. Cut a piece of black licorice to create flagpole.
7. Decorate plate with red, white and blue sprinkles.

This is the first in a series of holiday-themed treats. To see what’s
cooking, visit www.easybake.com. For further information on Easy-
Bake, call 1-800-255-5516.

(NAPSA)—For those who are
ready to invigorate their marti-
nis and give their cosmopolitans
a kick, the latest trend is to mix-
it-up with the intense flavors of
fresh-squeezed citrus. In fact,
top bartenders from the coolest
bars across the nation have been
shaking up their menus by intro-
ducing a refreshing array of cit-
rus blended beverages.  The
catch phrase used by these dis-
tinguished mixologists is “sexy
citrus.” 

From coast to coast, experts in
cool cocktails reveal the right
elements for an unforgettable
event. This season’s secret ingre-
dient:  fresh-squeezed lemon
juice. Its lively color, energizing
scent and refreshing taste pro-
vide the ideal elements for a bold
blend. Here are some fantastic
drink concepts from the nation’s
leading bars to help you top off
your event.

Asian Appeal—James O’Shea
of Yi Cuisine in Los Angeles rec-
ommends serving Lemonasia, a
twist on the traditional sake-tini.
The right balance of refreshing,
fresh-squeezed Sunkist® lemons,
cold sake and citrus vodka makes
this blend easygoing and refresh-
ing. “Variations of the sake-tini
are still evolving,” says O’Shea.
“Blending sake with fresh fruit
is an emerging trend and fresh
lemon provides subtle citrus
undertones for those who enjoy
a smooth, refreshing blend of
flavors.”

Lemonasia

2 oz. Citrus Vodka 
2 oz. Cold Sake 

11⁄2 oz. Triple Sec 
1 oz. Fresh Sunkist Lemon

Juice 
Splash of Sweet and Sour 
Sugar-Rimmed Martini
Glass 

Shake all ingredients to-
gether and serve in a sugar-
rimmed martini glass.

Garnish with f loating
Sunkist  lemon slice or a
lemon twist.

Berry Good—At New York’s
Glass Lounge, bartender Vanessa
Vega serves her classic Straw-
berry Lemonade spiked, but it
also makes a perfect mock-tail on
a hot day. Both styles are refresh-
ing, fruity and colorful. To mix

them up, use fresh-squeezed juice
and fill the pitcher with fresh
lemons and strawberries for an
alluring look.

Pucker Up—To add a twist to
your night, mix up a Tongue
Twister, a Cosmo-lemon drop
hybrid perfect for guests who want
it all. In Los Angeles, the Avalon
Hotel’s Ian Porter suggests this
drink to his patrons who are tired
of the traditional Cosmopolitan and
want a refreshing taste.

Sunkist Tongue Twister

11⁄2 oz. Citrus Vodka 
1⁄2 oz. Triple Sec 
2 oz. Fresh-squeezed

Sunkist Lemon Juice 
1⁄2 oz. Cranberry Juice 

Combine all ingredients and
shake. Serve in sugar-rimmed
martini glass, garnish with a
lemon twist on glass rim.

Ice, Ice Baby—Sarah Gal-
lagher swears the Lemon Ice Mar-
tini from the Rosebud in Chicago
is the coolest drink on the menu.
It’s half drink and half dessert but
totally sweet and cool as ice.

Savvy, trendsetting consumers
and those in search of the hippest
drink don’t need to look any fur-
ther. These blends should shake
up some fun and stir up some rave
reviews from guests. For more cit-
rus drink concepts and fun ways
to garnish your glass, visit the
official Sexy Citrus Web site at
www.sunkist.com/sexy-citrus/.

Add A Splash Of Citrus For A Unique Twist At Your Parties

Shaking up the night is trendy
bartender James O’Shea’s fresh-
squeezed citrus and sake blend.

(NAPSA)—Americans love hot
showers. According to a recent
survey, 90 percent of homeowners
consider hot water the one conve-
nience they cannot live without. 

To ensure they never have to,
homeowners may want to do a lit-
tle research. Some water heating
systems are more likely than oth-
ers to provide continuous hot
water, and also save cost and
space.

The number one benefit of
propane tankless water heaters is
the on-demand feature. Because
tankless water heaters don’t have
a holding tank, water is heated on
an as-needed basis, not heated
and stored for hours like a tradi-
tional tank. This reduces energy
loss from sitting water and helps
guarantee hot water right through
the last shower. 

According to the Propane Edu-
cation & Research Council (PERC),
tankless water heaters fueled by
propane provide the most benefits,
both long-term and short-term, to
consumers who are considering
purchasing a new system. Benefits
of propane tankless water heaters
include:

1. On-Demand Hot Water—The
unit heats water only as it is
needed or “on-demand.” Cold
water travels through a pipe and
past propane burners that heat
the water instantly. The water is
then delivered directly to house-
hold appliances and showers.

2. Cost and Energy Savings—
On average, propane water
heaters can cost one-third less to
operate than comparable electric

models. They eliminate what are
called “standby losses,” energy
lost through the walls of the tank
and the fuel pipe. According to the
U.S. Department of Energy, this
represents 10 to 20 percent of a
household’s annual water heating
costs. Also, tankless units have a
life expectancy of 20 years, while
traditional water heaters only last
10-15 years.

3. Space Savings—Tankless
water heaters are powerful, yet
compact. Most can be wall-
mounted inside or outside of the
home. 

The efficiency of propane added
to the benefits of tankless technol-
ogy can save money for consumers
in the long run—and the idea of
on-demand hot water simply
makes for happier households. 

For more information about
propane appliances, visit www.
usepropane.com.

Propane Helps Fuel Trend In On-Demand Hot Water

Propane tankless water heaters
reduce energy loss and guaran-
tee hot water.




