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(NAPSA)—One of the most
dramatic ways to set the design
tone for a room is by creating a
seasonal centerpiece.

The makings of a one-of-a-kind
centerpiece may already be found in
your cabinets and cupboards, says
an invaluable new decorating book,
“Suddenly a Centerpiece” (Creative
Publishing international, $16.95).

According to author and floral
consultant Sher Simon, a tureen
or bowl that has been passed
down in the family deserves a
place of honor at a holiday or fam-
ily gathering—and a little dress-
ing up. 

One way to dress up the bowl or
tureen is to place it on a tray and
add fresh produce. Choose foods
that bring out the colors of the
serving piece and complete the
design with a length of fabric in a
complementary color. 

Elements
Large covered tureen or decora-

tive serving bowl
Tray several inches wider than

the tureen or bowl
Length of soft disposable fabric
Chestnuts or other nuts in the

shell
Kumquats and Brussels sprouts

or other small, fresh colorful
produce

Putting It Together
1. Wash the tureen or bowl and

place it on the tray.
2. Arrange the fabric length-

wise on the table, in soft folds and
ripples. Center the bowl and tray
on top.

3. Cover the tray with a mix of
chestnuts and fresh produce.

Variation
If you are using a serving piece

that has no lid, fill the bowl with
one full bunch of fresh, fragrant,

seeded eucalyptus. Cut fresh flo-
ral foam to fit the bowl, soak in
water and place in bowl. Cover it
with green sheet moss. Cut the
eucalyptus into short stems.
Starting at the edges, insert stems
to form a low, round mound.

Adaptations
• Use a gold or silver bowl or

tray.
• Use different nuts, fruits and

vegetables.

“Suddenly a Centerpiece” pre-
sents 25 easy projects to trans-
form a dining table from blah to
brilliant. Each easy centerpiece is
impressive. The projects require
no crafting experience and com-
bine wonderful craft materials,
faux florals, candles, foods or tex-
tiles with decorative objects and
dishes you already have.

A little of this and a little of
that, plus some inspiration from
this book, and even the craft-chal-
lenged can create a centerpiece to
enliven a table or add style to a
sideboard.

“Suddenly a Centerpiece” is
available where books are sold,
including online at www.creative
pub.com.

Suddenly A Centerpiece: Simpler Than You Think

You may already have the mak-
ings of a sensational centerpiece
if you have a bowl or tureen.

(NAPSA)—If you’ve got profes-
sionals on your gift list, give them
presents that make their jobs eas-
ier. That’s the advice from gift-giv-
ing gurus who say helpful gifts for
the workplace have become a pop-
ular way to celebrate most any
occasion.

If you know businesspeople
who are constantly on the go,
experts suggest focusing your gift
giving on technology that won’t
keep them tethered to the office.
Fortunately, there are a variety of
devices available that can help
increase people’s mobility, help
them print on the run and provide
them with the overall technology
that is essential when they are on
the road.

Increased Mobility
The notebook PC has become

a necessity for many business-
people. Today’s notebooks are
thinner, lighter, and packed with
more software options than ever
before. In addition, many note-
books feature wireless connectiv-
ity, longer battery life and fax
capabilities for ultra-productivity
options anytime. 

Handheld PCs are also becom-
ing an essential companion to
many business travelers. No
longer are these lightweight
devices used simply as illuminated
high-tech date books. Handheld
devices now perform a variety of
tasks that parallel the PC. For
example, HP’s new line of iPAQ

handhelds allows users to securely
access digital content and services
such as corporate data, wireless
printing and music or video down-
loads. The iPAQ Pocket PC h6315
offers three-way wireless capabil-
ity (GSM, GPRS, WLAN and Blue-
tooth®) to combine Wi-Fi, wireless
voice and data capability and
Bluetooth wireless technology.
That allows for high-speed access
to the Internet, e-mail, cell phone
calls, and multi-media/text mes-
saging. The HP iPAQ line of hand-
helds features a vibrant four-inch
screen and a touch pad for navi-
gating—plus, they allow users to
easily read business documents
such as Excel or PowerPoint
presentations.

Printing On The Road
Mobile devices made by compa-

nies such as HP can make life eas-
ier for businesspeople who are
constantly on the road, and away
from the conveniences of the
office. Thanks to free software
downloads, users can wirelessly
print documents, e-mails or pho-
tos directly from their handhelds
or notebooks to most any printer
with Bluetooth or infrared capa-
bility. The company also makes a
number of compact, wireless
printers that are among the
fastest on the market.

Space-Saving Technology
Whether traveling for business

or pleasure, space is a commodity
when you’re on the road. That’s
one reason the next-generation
Tablet PC, called the HP Compaq
Tablet PC tc1100, has become pop-
ular. It’s a great device for people
who need extended capabilities
than what a handheld offers, but
lack the space for a notebook. The
new Tablet has a digital pen that
improves the user’s writing expe-
rience and it has a secure digital
slot which can be used to swap
files between handhelds, note-
books and cameras. The device
runs on Pentium and Celeron
processors, provides a superior
graphics experience than past
models and has a system memory
of up to two GB. 

For more information and gift
ideas, visit www.hp.com.

Quick Gifts For On-The-Go Businesspeople

New types of high-tech gadgets
can make great gifts for on-the-
go businesspeople.

(NAPSA)—Experts say a good
way to put the freeze on high heat-
ing bills is to keep your heating,
ventilation and air-conditioning
(HVAC) system well maintained.
That could mean inspecting, ser-
vicing or even replacing existing
systems. 

However, perhaps just as
important as what HVAC work
you have done is who you have do
it. Working with the wrong con-
tractor could mean extra mainte-
nance visits, a less efficient sys-
tem, or even a damaged HVAC
unit. Experts at York® Heating
and Cooling recommend home-
owners ask the following ques-
tions when shopping around for
an HVAC contractor:

• Do You Continually Train
Your Workforce? HVAC systems
are complicated and their technol-
ogy is constantly changing. That’s
why it’s important that contractors
continually train their technicians
and installers to work on all mod-
els. A contractor’s workforce should
also be completely insured and
trained to comply with all local and
national codes. 

• Are You A Member Of A
Trade Association? Professional
organizations, such as ACCA (Air
Conditioning Contractors of Amer-
ica), give members access to infor-
mation on industry trends and
changing technology, training pro-
grams and networking opportuni-
ties.  

• Are Your Technicians NATE
Certified? NATE (North Ameri-
can Technician Excellence) is a
nationally recognized technician
standards testing organization
that awards technicians certifica-
tion based on their level of under-
standing technical procedures.
NATE is to the HVAC industry as
ACE is to the automotive industry.

• Are You Available Around
The Clock?—Reputable contrac-
tors usually have technical assis-
tance available 24/7, every day of
the year, to solve heating emergen-
cies. Often, the technician can help
a customer determine if a problem
warrants a potentially expensive,
off-hour service call. 

• Do You Guarantee Com-
fort?—Quality contractors gener-
ally take the time to talk with
homeowners to determine their
heating needs. The contractor can
then design systems that are right
for specific customers.

• Are You Environmentally
Conscious? Contractors should
only use refrigerants that meet
EPA requirements. Also, quality
contractors usually only employ
EPA-certified technicians.

• Do You Have A Long-Term
Maintenance Program?—Some
contractors offer regular mainte-
nance programs for the life of their
systems.

To learn more about selecting
a quality HVAC contractor, 
v i s i t  Yo r k ’s  We b  s i t e  a t
www.yorkupg.com or call 1-800-
910-YORK. 

Cutting HVAC System Costs

The right HVAC contractor can
help homeowners cut energy
costs.

(NAPSA)—Good news: You can
get rid of clutter by shedding it.
There are now a number of func-
tional vinyl and resin products
available that will help to simplify
house chores and yard work.
Here’s what’s around. 

Heading the list are mainte-
nance-free vinyl storage struc-
tures that can store all your yard
and garden goods, including mow-
ers, rakes, bicycles, tools, toys and
supplies. Those from YardMate,
for example:

• Never need painting, scrap-
ing or staining 

• Will not rust, rot, dent, chip,
chalk or fade

• Assemble in 1 to 2-1/2 hours
• Have rugged double-wall

construction and sl ide-lock
assembly 

• Feature a sturdy composite
floor that supports heavy loads
without sagging

• Come  wi th  a  t en -year
warranty.

The vinyl sheds are available
at home improvement and hard-

ware stores across the country. To
learn more, visit www.choose
royal.com/us.

Other clutter busters include
a host of storage, organization
and util ity products made 
o f  v i r t u a l l y  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e
polypropylene. Available from
Gracious Living, they make
clutter a thing of the past and
chores less chorelike!

For example, the Stocker series
of “tower” storage features
durable, polypropylene construc-
tion, easy-slide drawers and
removable casters with a choice of
deep or double-deep drawer mod-
els for easy, lightweight, organized
storage.

Totes and caddies from Gra-
cious Living are strong, durable
and functional. The ProTote stor-
age product features contoured
handles for a comfortable grip and
can be nested when empty or
stacked when full.  

Visit www.chooseroyal.com/us
for more information or any hard-
ware or household items store.

If You’ve Got Clutter...Shed It

Easy-to-construct vinyl sheds
provide extra storage.

A wide range of resin specialty
products make organizing clutter
a snap.

***
Action is eloquence.

—Shakespeare 
***

***
Less advice and more hands.

—German Proverb 
***

***
I don’t believe one grows older.
I think that what happens early
on in life is that at a certain age
one stands still and stagnates.

—T.S. Eliot 
***

***
Don’t part with your illusions.
When they are gone you may
still exist but you have ceased
to live.

—Mark Twain 
***

***
A technical objection is the first
refuge of a scoundrel.

—Heywood Broun 
***




