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(NAPSA)—When your neigh-
bors peek into your garage, do
they feel twinges of jealousy?
Would you like them to? According
to a recent national study, many
Americans want to turn their
garages into the space of their
dreams and turn their neighbors
green with garage envy.

Spark your neighbor’s
nosiness

If you’re like many Americans,
you probably wish your garage was
in better shape. According to the
survey, conducted by Rust-Oleum®

EPOXYShield®, almost one-quarter
(24 percent) of all homeowners sur-
veyed are embarrassed to leave
their garage doors open.

However, many of those same
homeowners want to be able to
leave those doors open, proudly
giving their inquisitive neighbors
a full view of what’s inside. The
survey found that more than half
(52 percent) of Americans want
garages their neighbors envy.

What are you hiding?
The survey also found that

most people (63 percent) don’t
know what’s in their neighbors’
garages. And Americans are hid-
ing some pretty interesting items
in those garages, too. Those polled
revealed that they keep everything
from the ordinary, such as antique
furniture, lamps and record play-
ers, to truly offbeat items such as
a cat aerobic center, a barrel of
racing fuel and a stuffed bobcat in
their garages.

Host a grand gathering
It’s understandable that since

so many people are embarrassed
of their garages, nearly half (45
percent) do not feel that their
garage floors are in “top” condi-
tion. And while 29 percent use
their garages for socializing, only
seven percent of those respon-
dents use their garages for par-

ties—revealing a need for more
presentable garages, including
more top condition floors.

Most homeowners truly want to
spend more time in their garages.
The survey found that 71 percent of
those surveyed would increase the
time spent in their garages if hob-
byist equipment were installed.
Other popular items that would
make a homeowner use his or her
garage more often include a televi-
sion, VCR and DVD player (37 per-
cent).

Get a glowing garage
An attractive garage floor can

also increase a home’s value. Most
of those surveyed (82 percent) said
that when looking for a new home,
the garage would be one of the
factors in their decision to move.
For those looking to create an
enviable, showroom appearance in
their garages and add to their
home’s resale value, Rust-Oleum
EPOXYShield Garage Floor Coat-
ing provides an easy way to pro-
tect your garage and make it more
attractive. EPOXYShield is a
high-performance coating that
creates a professional, showroom-
quality finish for garage floors.
The coating is a water-based

epoxy that’s low odor and environ-
mentally friendly, and just one
easy-to-apply coat creates a great-
looking, long-lasting surface. It
can cost up to $1,200 to hire a pro-
fessional to finish a concrete
garage floor, but you can achieve
the same professional results for
under $70.

America’s Ultimate
Garage Contest

If your garage could benefit from
a new look, Rust-Oleum® and The
Home Depot® want to hear from
you. “America’s Ultimate Garage”
contest calls for those that want a
garage makeover fit for a king (or
queen) to take a picture of their
garage and describe what it needs
to be perfect for you. The winner
will receive a $10,000 garage
makeover, the second-prize winner
will receive a trip for two to any
continental U.S. city and 25 run-
ners-up will receive free
EPOXYShield prize packages
including a kit of EPOXYShield
Garage Floor Coating.

For more information on the
contest, official rules, or to enter
online, visit the EPOXYShield
site at epoxyshield.com and click
on the “America’s Ultimate
Garage Contest” link or the paint
section within the Home Depot
Web site at homedepot.com. To
enter by mail, include your first
and last name, date of birth,
address (including zip code), tele-
phone number, color photograph
of your garage and a description,
in 300 words or less, of what your
garage means to you, why you
deserve a garage makeover and
what makes for an ideal garage.
Mail entry in a stamped envelope
to: America’s Ultimate Garage
Contest, P.O. Box 39101, Chicago,
IL 60639. Entries must be post-
marked by Wednesday, October
15, 2003.

Do Your Neighbors Suffer From Garage Envy?

A garage makeover could
m a k e  yo u  t h e  e nv y  o f  t h e
neighborhood.

(NAPSA)—Drug rationing may
sound like a nightmare scenario to
patients and doctors, but it could
happen if manufacturing capacity
can’t keep up with the growing
demand for a new generation of
biotech drugs that have emerged
in recent years. These biotech
medicines—unlike synthetically-
made pharmaceuticals—consist of
living proteins that can effectively
fight a variety of diseases such as
cancer, Alzheimer’s disease, heart
disease, diabetes, multiple sclero-
sis, HIV/AIDS and arthritis.

When the first biotech medicine
for rheumatoid arthritis was intro-
duced to the market in the 1990s,
it was the most successful treat-
ment ever and was popular with
doctors and patients almost imme-
diately. The drug was so effective
and sought after that demand
quickly outpaced supply and
patients were placed on waiting
lists in order to receive treatment. 

Traditionally, proteins for
biotech medicines are obtained by
growing cells in specially con-
trolled stainless-steel tanks; these
cells produce proteins which can
be collected and then used to cre-
ate medicines. The problem is,
building facilities to house these
vats is extremely expensive and
time-consuming—on average,
these facilities take three to five
years, and nearly $500 million to
construct. With more than 371
new biotech medicines in the
pipeline today, coupled with a
growing patient population,
patients could quickly face another
shortage of biotech medicines. 

Recent advances in biotechnol-
ogy have found a way around this
hurdle. Scientists can use biotech-
nology to improve plants and turn
them into factories that produce
therapeutic proteins—the same

proteins that are now being pro-
duced in cells and used for biotech
medicines. Plants such as alfalfa,
corn, potatoes, rice, safflower, soy-
beans and tobacco can be used to
generate essential substances for
life-saving drugs. This plant-made
pharmaceutical technology makes
it possible to produce proteins
faster and cheaper than existing
methods, meaning patients may
not have to face another drug
shortage.

Plant-made pharmaceuticals
have enormous potential to bring
new, improved, and accessible
treatment options to America’s 43
million arthritis patients and mil-
lions of cancer, cystic fibrosis,
multiple sclerosis and cancer
patients. Already in clinical trials,
plant-made pharmaceuticals may
be only a few years away from the
marketplace. 

To learn more, visit  the
Biotechnology Industry Organiza-
tion on the Web at www.bio.org.

Using Plants To Save Lives

A renewable resource, plant-
made pharmaceuticals can save
lives by increasing access to
innovative treatments.

(NAPSA)—Digital television
(DTV) is an entirely new system
that refers to sets that can receive
and display digital images. HDTV,
or “high-definition television,” is
the highest quality Digital TV
available, offering more than five
times the sharpness of today’s tele-
vision, along with digital surround
sound. Digital TV is also available
as EDTV (enhanced definition TV)
or SDTV (standard definition TV),
each with improved pictures and
sound over analog televisions.

How do I receive Digital
TV? Some digital television sets
have the digital decoding and tun-
ing functions built into the TV—
an integrated, one-product solu-
tion. Others are a two-part
system—a digital monitor, capable
of receiving HDTV, EDTV or
SDTV signals, plus a tuner in a
separate set-top decoder box.

The two-part solution lets you
upgrade to DTV when you’re
ready. If stations broadcast digital
television, an integrated set is
probably the set to buy. You might
also consider buying a digital
monitor now—to get improved pic-
tures for your regular television
programs (via satellite, cable or
through your antenna), your DVD
and your VCR—and then add a
set-top box once stations are on
the air with digital programming.

Digital TV programming is
available over the air, via home
satellite systems and in some
areas  by cable. To receive an over-
the-air signal, you will need an
over-the-air antenna. In many
instances, a rooftop antenna will
be more effective. To find out what

antenna works for you, see the
Consumer Electronics Associa-
tion’s (CEA) antenna map at
www.antennaweb.org.

To get DTV programming via
satellite, you will need specially
equipped receivers as well as a
special satellite dish available
from your satellite provider or an
electronics retailer.

Is my current television
obsolete? Today’s analog televi-
sions will continue to receive analog
broadcasts at least through 2006.
After that, you will be able to hook
up a set-top box to your TV to
receive digital TV broadcast signals,
but not in high definition. Today’s
TVs will continue to work with
cable, satellite, VCRs, DVD players
and other devices for many years.

Will my VCR and DVD player
work with DTV? Today’s VCRs
and DVD players will work with
digital television sets. The picture
quality will be equal to the best of
what today’s VCR and DVD players
can deliver.

For more information, see
www.dtvweb.org.

Digital Television: What Everyone Should Know

Digital television offers better
picture and sound quality.

(NAPSA)—Parents can keep
teens safer this summer, say offi-
cials at GEICO, by helping young
drivers develop more experience
and limiting certain driving situa-
tions for teens until they are bet-
ter prepared to handle them. For
a free copy of GEICO’S “Can I Bor-
row the Car?” brochure and other
teen safe driving materials, visit
www.geico.com and open the link
to the GEICO Information Center. 

The roller shade is back in the
sun with new patterns, colors, fab-
rics and technology. A good example
of this is the new Remembrance®

window shade which provides a
bounty of styles, opacities and
updated function, thanks to a cord
loop control and other new operat-
ing features. An all new spring “plus”
SoftRise™ lifting option allows the
shades to easily raise and lower by
a gentle tug on a decorative pull,
enhancing child and pet safety. For
more information or a free booklet
called Solutions, call 1-800-937-
STYLE or visit www.hunterdou
glas.com. 

One of America’s few remaining
unspoiled island paradises can be
a great place to cool off and cool
down. Temperatures on Amelia
Island off the coast of Northeast
Florida are balmier than any-
where else in the state. Atlantic
breezes sweep the shore and keep

the island cool and refreshed, day
and night. For more information
on the region, named one of the
National Trust for Historic
Preservation’s “Dozen Distinctive
Destinations” in 2002, visit
www.CoolAmelia.com or call (800)
2-AMELIA.

Many people believe that when
they buy wood they are causing a
piece of the forest to be lost, but in
fact they are sending a signal into
the marketplace to plant more
trees. Contrary to popular belief,
North American forests are abun-
dant and growing. In fact, our
forests are about the same size as
they were 100 years ago. For more
information about our growing
and abundant North American
forests, visit www.treesarethean
swer.com.

***
Do what you know best; if you’re
a runner, run, if you’re a bell,
ring.

—Ignas Bernstein
***

***
When our memories outweigh
our dreams, we have grown old. 

—Bill Clinton
***

***
Capitalism is the only system
in the world founded on credit
and character.

—Hubert Eaton
***




